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To all whomn 16 Mmal; CORCErI: B
Be it known that we, SKILLAAN H. CALD-
WELL and REUBEN QUATERMASS, both of
MMoline, in the county of Ioik and State ol Isan-
3 sas.have inventeda new and lmp roved Safety-
Platform for Cars, of which the following i8¢
specification, reference being had to the an-
nexed drawings, forming a part thereof, o
which— | | - |
Figure 1 is a side elevation of the ends of
two cars, showing the position of the satety-
platforms before the cars are conpled. Fig. 2

10

is o side elevation of the ends of two cars,

showing the position of the platforms when the
15 cars are coupled. Fig. 3 isa plan view,partly
in section, of one form of our improved plat-
form. Fie. 41is o plan view of another form.

IFig. 3 is an end elevation of a ecar to which

- our improvement has been applied, and Fig. .
20 6 shows a modified form of the platform sup- | in Fig. 3, to permit of climbing to the tops of

| ' the cars at the edges of the platform;orit may jo
' be provided with a narrow central part, like

that already deseribed.

port. |
Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
~sponding parts in all the views.
The object of our invention is to provide for
25 freight and other cars a platform ai the ends
thereof near the top, for forming a continunous
walk for the brakemen, so that they may pass
from one car to another without danger of
falling between the cars. |
o  Qur invention consists of the combinations
of parts, including the construction thereof,
substantially as hereinafter set forth, and
pointed out in theclaims.

3

In the end of the car A ave supported sock- |

35 ets B, by bolts or other suitable fastenings ex-
tending into the roofof the car. Thesupport
of the platform C consists ¢f aniron bar, D,
bent twice at rightanglesin a horizontal plane,
with its ends entering the longitudinal holes
40 of the sockets B. Xach arm of the bar D is
provided with a collar, a, andsurrounding the
bar D in the chambered portion & of the
socketthere is a spring, ¢, which abuts against
the shonlder d, formed by chambering the
435 socket, and pressesagainstthe collara. Upon

the support thus made 15 secured a periorated
orating, E, forming the body of the movable
platform. a | |

To the end of the earissecured a periorated

!

:

b —

lower than standard height, the bar D, which

plate, I, having one edge bent outwardly abt 50
right angles, forming a flange, ¢, which 1s se-
cured to the end of the car by serews or bolts.

' The plate I overlaps the platform C, so that

the said platform may be moved inwardly un-
derneath the plate I

To the outer edge of the frame formed of
the bar D is secured a buffer, f, which 1s de-
signed to contact with a similar buffer carried
by a similar platform upon the adjacent car,
so that when two cars meet and are coupled,
as shown in Fig. 2, the said frames and their
gratings I will be pushed inward against the
pressure of the springse. Arranged in this
way the platforms will adjust themselves 10
the space between adjacent cars, and will al-
ways close the said space, so as to furnish a
continuous waik for the brakemen.

The platform may be made narrow, asshown

55

&e)

To opposite edges of
the platiorm C will be hinged extensions g,
and to the perforated plate F will be hinged
extensions 7. Normally the extensions g 5
will be let down into the plane of the platform
C and plate I, thus making the platiorm the
full width of the ear; and when it is desired
to elimb to the top of the car these extensions
may be folded over onto the parts to which
they are hinged.

When the platform isapplied to a car which
is not of standard height,or whenit is applied
to cars designed to run with cars higher or

75

supports the platform,will be offset, so as to
raise or lower the platform aceording to the
requirements of the car.

Having thus fully deseribed our invention,
we claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent— |

1. The combination, with the fixed plate F,
secured to the car atthe top, of the spring-
pressed platform C, adapted to slide under
the fixed plate, substantially as described.

2. The combination of the platform C, the
supporting-frame formed of the bar D bent

go

95

| twice at rightangles, the sockets B, the springs
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¢, and the plate I, projecting from the end of | 4. The combination,with the platform F, of 1c

the car over the movable platform C, sub- | thefolding parts gk, substantially asdesecribed.

stantially as desecribed. | |
3. The combination of the platform C, the SKILLMAN H. CALDWELL.

5 supporting-frame formed of the bar D bent REUBEN QUATERMASS.
twice at right angles,the sockets B,the springs | .

¢, the plate K, pm]ectmw from the end of the - Witnesses: |
car over the movable platform €, and the buf- M. P. THOMPSON,
fer f, substantially as deseribed. | | W. H. DOWNING.
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