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To all whom It vqif cORCErty:

Be it known that I, JAMES A. BURKE, re-
siding at Chicago, in the county of Cook and
State of Illinois, and a citizen of the United

5 States, have invented 2 new and useful Im-
provement in Printers’ Blocks, of which the
tollowing is a full deseription, reference being
had to theaccompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is 2 plan view showing one size of ;

10 block ready for use; I'ig. 2, a plan view show-
ine a block increased in dimensions and ready
for use, with the parts broken out fo show the
holding-pins; Fig. 8, an end elevation, with
the end section of the block removed; Flgs. 4,

s 3,6, and 7, plan views showing the interposed

pieces by which the width of the block 1s in-
creased; Figs. 8,9, and 10, plan views show-
ing different-sized end sections for increased
size of blocks. |

This invention has for its objects to furnish

a block for the reception of stereotype or other |

printing or embossing plates made up in sets,
so that the smaller plate will have a block
adapted to receive it, which block can be in-

25 creased in size transversely and longitudi- |
nally, to adapt it for the reception of plates of

 different sizes, up to the largest; and its na-
tare consists in the several parts and combi-
nations of parts hereinaiter described, and

30 pointed out in the claims as new. |
In the drawings, A represents onesection of

the smaller-sized block, having at one end &
metal facing, 4, with a cateh or hook, 7, be-
neath which the edge of the plate can be

yrgey TS ke ke - i, g

20

35 slipped and leld, and having on one of its |

sides a metal facing, m, with an interposed
strip, m’/, between the facing and the block, of
a less thickuness than the block, so as to leave |
2 groove, m’. _ - | ,

13 is another section of the bloek correspond-
ing to the section A, and having at one end a
metal facing, 7, with a hools, §, for the edge of
the plate to pass under, aud baving on one
side a metal tacing, k, with a hook, &, to re-
15 ceive the edge of the plate, the sections A b,

as shown, being of a corresponding width and

40

length. Asshown, theinner edgeof the block |

B is provided with pins b, and the inner edge
of the block A is provided with holes a, tore-

4

' tion of the complete Dblock, is provided with

the width required for blocks of larger size,

5O Ceive the pins b and lock the two blocks A B

together at their adjoining edges, and the edge
of A is also provided with holes ¢',in line with
the holesa. (ShowninFig.1l,) Theendfaceof
each block A B, which receives the end sec-

(o
N

holes ¢’ and ¢, as shown in Fig. 3.

C is the end section for completing a biock
of the smaller size, as shown in Fig. 1. One
side of this block is provided with a metal
facing, I, and a hook, ', corresponding to the
facing and hook of thesection B, and the other
side is provided with a metal facing, i, and
an interposed strip, i/, corresponding to the

facing and strip of the section A and arranged

to leave a groove to coiucide with the groove
m” of the section A. The side of the section
{ which forms the end of the complete block
is provided with a facing, m,and an interposed

 strip, o, to leave a groove, m”, o thaf the eom-
| plete block will have one side and one end 7o

similar in construction, and theside of the see-

tion C which, when the bloek is together, lies

adjacent to the end of A B is provided with
pins ¢, to enter the holes a” in the sections A
B and attach the end section to the sections A
B, to form a block for a small-sized plate, as
shown in Fig. 1. .

D D' D’ D represent interposing strips to
be inserted between the sections A B, to form
20
D forming the width for the first size next to
the smaller, and so on, the sirips increasing
in width up to any desired width of block.

The strip D is provided with pins d, to enter

the holes « of the section A, and with holes
d', to receive the pins b of the section B and
connect the sections and the strip together,
and the strips D' D” D? areeach provided with

' pins 4", as shown, which pins enfer holes to

connect each strip with its preceding one, the 9o
pins d” of the strip D’ entering the holes d’ of
the strip D, and the pins d” of the strip D7
entering the holes in which the pins d” of the
strip D are inserted, and the pinsd’ of the
strip D* entering the holes of the pins d” of the 93
strip D", and so on. |

E is the end section for the block shown of
the next size to the smaller. This piece K1
length is equal to the width of the sections A
B and interposed strip D, and, as shown In rcc
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Fig. 2, between it and the sections A B is an !

1nterposed strip, I, the section B having pins

¢ on 1ts edge, to enter holes ¢ in the strip K/,
and the strip I’ having pins e”, to enter the
holes @’, so that the three sections A B B will |

be locked together to form the com Dlete block,

and the block can be inecreased in length by

adding other strips between the section I and
the sections A B, such strips having pins and

holes corresponding to the pius e and holes ¢,

IFrepresents an end section for a block larger
than that having the end section E. and, as
shown, this block has Interposing strips G G,

to make the length of the bloek proportion-
ate to the width, and a longer block can be
produced of the same width by adding other

strips similar to G G’; or the block can be fore-

shortened in length by Iremoving one or more
of the interposed strips.
shown, is provided with

Lo the other, the strip G’ having holes to re-
celve pins on the section F.

H represents an end section for a block
larger in size than that formed by the end sec-

tion F. | |

I I' I” represent interposing stri ps for mak-
ing the length of the block formed by the end
section H and sections A B proportionate to
the width and length of the plate to be se-
cured. The strip lis
enter the holes in the
and the strips I’and I” and section H are each

provided with pins and holes to interlock the

partstogether in the manuner already described
tor the other blocks.

J is the end section for a block of g larger
size than that formed by the end section H.

K K" K" I represent
tween the end
for making the length of block to receive the
plate.

L L/ represent openings in the end sections.

b, I, H, andJ fo receive the clamping-blocks.
The end section Cis provided with the open-
ing L/ only, as only one clamping block and
clamp 1s required for a block of the size shown
in Fig. 1, in addition %o the
vhe section A. |

M represents the blocks carrying the clamp,
one being uscd for the smaller-sized plate and
two for the other sizes shown, the blocks peing
located 1n the holes LI/, provided therefor in
the end sections of the respective blocks.

N 1s a sleeve having a screw-threaded hole,
and provided with a jaw or flange, n.

O 18 a screw passiug through the sleeve or
slide N, and having its bearings at one end in
the end of the block M, and located with the
sleeve or slide N in a slot or opening in the

~block M, so that by turning the screw the

sleeve or slide can be advanced or receded to
cause the flange or jaw » to bite or clamp the
plate onto the block. A slide and screw are

also provided for the section A of the block, |

The strip G, as
pins f, to enter the.
holes ¢’ of the sections A B, and such strips.
are provided with pins and holes to attach one.

provided with pins g, to
end of the section A B,

Interposing sStrips be-
section J and sections A B,

clamp carried by

and to complete the blocks of larger size two

screws are provided, which screws are inter-

changeable with the blocks by inserting the

blocks M which carry them in the holes I, T/
in the respective blocks B, F, H, and J. |

70

The blocks Il F H J are each provided with -

a facing, I/, and a lip or cateh, 7, under which
the edge of the plate can be inserted, and the

ends of these bloeks are provided with a
groove, m, formed by a facing-strip, m, and

an interposed piecce, m’, above the plane of
P | ; I

which piece m' the toothed wheel o projects, so
that by means of a rack-faced piece the wheel

can be turned to advance or recede. the

The pins ffor the strip G of the end section

H“.

/o

30

E' are at the proper distance apart to enter the

¢’ of the end section B, and the same is truae

- of the pins g and % of the end sections H J,
‘and the interposed strips fortheseend sections

F, H, and J have the pins at one side of the
pins f g &, and so arranged that the pins of the
respective strips will enter the holes in which

‘the pins are inserted of the adjacent Strip in

the form of construetion shown, and this uni-

formity in locating the pins is for the purpose

of facilitating the putting of the strips to-

gether, as any strip can be placed in any order

desired without particular selection.
In use the small-sized Dblock is formed. by

holes ¢’ of the sections A B, the same as pins- .
85

QO
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placing the sections A B together, the pins b
entering the holes «, and then adding the end

section C, the pins ¢ entering the holes o”, the

100

clamps M of the section A and the screw O
being withdrawn to allow the plate to be in-

serted when these elamps are advanced to hold

the plate beneath thelips » of the clamps and

the lips @' j &' U of the sections A B C. The

IOES -

block for anothersize plate is produced by in-
serting the strip D between the sections A B
and then adding the end section I, with the

interposed strip I, or more strips, if a longer
block 18 required, and for this sized bloek two

110

clamps, N, are provided for thesection E, each -

carried by a block, M, the blocks being in-
serted in the holes L 1) therefor, and the plate

is dropped into position and held beneath the

I
of the sections A B E. The next block in size. .
is produced by adding the strip D’ to the strip

), between the sections A B, and then adding -
the end section F, with the strips G G/, a
longer block being formed by adding more

lips n of the clamps N and the lips ¢ §/ &'V

strips; and the block is completed by taking

the blocks M for the section E and placing:

them in the holes I I of the section I, so that
a plate can be dropped in position and be held

by the lips » of the clamps N and the lips ¢
J K U of the sections A B ¥. The block for
' the next size is produced by adding the Strip
1+ D" tothe strips D D', between the sections A B,
- and then adding the section H, with the strips
- 1I'17, the block being made longer by increas-
1ng the number of strips between the sections

A Bandsection H, and being completed by tak-

120 .
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ing the blocks M and inserting themin the holes

Li T/ of the section H, so tlmt the plate can be
dropped in position and cl%mped by the lips

- n of the clamps N and the lips ¢’ 3 &' 1" of the
« sections A B H. The block for the next sized
plate is produced by adding the strip D’ to the
strips D D’ D” between fhe seetions A B and

then adding the section J, with the interposed |
Strips K K" K®, and theninserting the blocks |

10 M in the 0pemnﬂs L I/ to elamp the plate in

position beneath the lips » of the clamps N
and the lips 7 77 & 7 of the sections A B J.
The blocks for plates of still larger size can
be produced by adding more strips between

1=z the sections A B and mmmnﬂ an end secbion |

correspoundingly for the 1‘*equned width pro-
duced by the added strips, theend section hav-
ing holes and interposed strips and receiving
the clamp-biocks M, as hefore described.

- 1E1s to Dbe lllldﬁ.[‘htt)()d that the length of
bloek of the various sizes can be 111{31‘821.‘:6{1 or
decreased, except as to the smaller block, by
adding or removing the interposed Stmpq be- |
tween “the sections °A Band the end section;

tJ

A

sections A B, and the inferposing strips there-
for, with end sections corresponding to the
W 1dth of the sections A Band thestrips, blocks
to receive plates of different sizes can be read-
1lv and guickly produced as all that 1s neces-

sary to be done is to add between the sections
A B the number of interposing strips required
for the width of plate, and then add the end .

30 1

of plate; and it willalso beseen that two blm:hsﬁ
M, carrying clamps N, are all that are neces-
sary to go with each set, although any num-
her of blocks M may be provided, if so de-
sired.

The interposing strips to widen the sections
B are each provided with a facing to cor-

35

A

respond with the facing 4 7 of the sections A
B, and the interposing bﬁl‘l ps between the sec-
tions A B and the end sections for blocks of

and it will thus be seen that by the nse of ’Ehe |

section with interposing strips for the length |

a5 larger size are pr Gvuledeq-ch on one end with |

a facmﬂ'-strlp to correspond with the facing-
strips k I, and on the other end with facing-
strlps to ﬂc}rrespand mth the facing-strips m
m/, to leave a groove, m’

What I claim as REw, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 18—

1. The mmbination with two parallel sec-
tions, one the counter pa.rt of the other, except
that one is provided with a sliding catch, of
an end seetion having a sliding cateh, and in- 55
terposing strips, for produuun receiving-
blocks for different sizes ol plates, &ubstana'
tially as described.

2. The combination, with the two p&raﬂlel
sections A B and strips placed between said
sections, of an end section, strips placed be-
tween said parallel and end sections, and

50

60

‘bloeks M, carrying clamps for enabling blocks

for pl&tes of different sizes to be f(}rmed and
the plates held on said blocks, substantially as
dieseribed.

3. The combination, with the section A, hav-
ing edge Openmﬂ‘s a ¢ o ¢, and the section
| B, hzwmn* pins b &', of stnps placed between
S.-.—ud sections and havmﬂ corresponding pins
and openings, an end section having pins on
one edge, and a strip placed between said end
section and the sections A B and provided -

with corresponding pins and openings, sub-
stantially as described.

4. The combination of the parallel seetions
A B, one of which is provided with a sliding
catch, an end section arranged transversely at
one end of said paraliel seetion and provided
with a sliding cateh, and strips placed between
said par a,ll{;,] s.eetmm and between the parallel
and end sections, said stripsand sections being
conuected by pms and openings for receiving
the same, and the several sections being pro-
vided with clamping-lips, substantially as de- 85
seribed.

70
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JARMED A. BURKE,
Witnesses:
ALBERT H. ADAMS,
EDGAR T. BOXND.
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