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-said loop with a second loop or loops or bends
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To «ll whomy it My CORCEFN

- Be it known that I, RopyNEY S, WILLARD,
g citizen of the United States, residing at St.
Albauns, in the county of I‘muhlm and State |
of Ver mout have invented certain new and |
useful Imprm ements in Garment-Supporters;
and I do declare the following to be & fuli,
clear, and exact deseription of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled 1n the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanyiong draw-

marked thereon, whieh form a part of this
specification.

My invention relates to an article made of
spring-steel wire provided with a loop for the-
attachent of a strap and at the end opposite

and with intermediate parallel spring holding
wires or jaws. In Patent No. 344,889, granted
me July 6, 1886, 1 have set forth such device
provided with an encireling ring for prevent-
ing the fabrie of the garment supported being
drawn down from between the parallel wires
into the lower loop or eye. This result 1s ob-
jectionable, for the reason that thin fabrics are
liable to be drawn down into the loop and com-
pletely out of the same, while on the other
haud experience has shown that thick and
heavy goods are liable to become packed in
the eye orlower loop, lying partly therein and
pm{ly between the holdmf} wires, and ofren
prove difficult to remove when desired.

My present invention 1s an improvement on
that described in the aforesaid patent; and it
consistsin a lower loop, bend, or eye so formed
that one limb or side of 1t passes across the
holding-wires above their lower end and In 2
POhlEIOH to prevent direct descent of the oar-
ment or fold held by said wires.

Heretofore the lower end of devices of the |
same general character as mine have been re- |
curved at the lower end 1n 8 manner to pro-
duce the equivalent of a button, as shown in
Patent No. 301,745; but in such construction
the goods are liable to be drawn into either of
the branches which have spaces eommuni-
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ing-wires. In yet another garmeng-supporter,
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humtefme described, the lﬂwm end of the de- |

I vice has been bent to form a hook, into which
the garment is to be drawn.

It is characteristic of wmy deviee that a part
of the single piece of wire which 18 bent to

produee the loop or eye is made to lie ¢ross-
wise on the holding-wires above their lower
‘end, whereby at least one of the holding-wires

is continued down at the side of a leop below

| the opening in the same, in such wanner as to

form a stop and prevenf the fubric orany pard
of it from passing directly dowu and below
said holding-wires.

Intheaccompanyingdrawings, Figurelrep-
resents a garment-supporter embodying my
improvement in one of 18 forms. Figs. 2, 3,
4, 5, and 6 represent the lower parbt of sup-
porters, each exhibiting my invention,

As will be understood, a strap or band 18
usnally secured in the upper loop, 1, and fast-
ened above to a garment on the person of the
A piece or fold of the garment to be
supported 1s drawn into this loop and pressed
down between the parallel spring-wires 2 2,
and is there held. These wires are spread
apart slightly, but through their whole extent,
by the insertion of the foid. A loop or bend,
3, 1s provided, which obviates the sharp angle
that would be formed were the wire simply
bent upon itself without snch eye or equiva-

lent, and one part of this loop or bend is inade

to lie transversely and ab or above the lower
end of the hoiding-wires. It 1s essential that
the transverse wire be so placed as to practi-
cally elose the bottom of the space between
the holding-wires and prevent the object sup-

ported frf:}m passing below the lower end of
sald wires and into any loop, recess, or space
that may exist there. The several figures
clearly illustrate this characteristic of my im-

provement.

In Fig. 2 16 will be seen that the transverse
wire passes between the holding-wires.
should, of course, be bent so that the spring
h(}ldiﬂg-wires mayremain in a plane with the

upper loop.

In the forms which 1 have shown a double

loep or bend 18 provided, whereby the elas-

ticity of the holder is increased 4t the lower
end, and the specific object of the 1mprove-
ment above set forth is at the same time also
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attained. This elasticity is essential to the
best effect, as it is desirable that the parallel-

tained.
A single loop formed by crossing the hold-

ing-wires at their lower end has heretofore
been constructed, and such deviee is not herein

claimed, as the.present invention is limited to

a construction in which the holding-wires are
extended down in a straight line below the
practical holding-surface, whereby the danger
of drawing the fabric in between the. overlap

ping wires of the loop or eye 18 entirely obvi-

ated.
Thedevice is made Of nighly-tempered steel,
and is sufficiently elastic to hold a fabric by

its inherent force and independently of any |

tension of the supporting-strap, and the hold-
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ing-wires will always retain their shape and

| relatwe position. 20
ism of the holding-wires be practically main-

Having thus deseribed my improvement,
what I desire to claim and secure by Letters

1 Patent is—

A garment-supporter pmmded with paral-

lel spring holding - wires terminating in a 25

spring loop or bend, the upper part of which

loop extends aer 0SS the holding-wires above

thelr lower end, whereby the fold of the gar-
ment is prevented from descending belowsaid

end, substantially as set forth. 30

Tn testimony whereof 1 afix my signature in

presence of two witnesses.

RODNEY S. WILLARD.
Vitnesses: |
ALBERT P. CROSS,

STEPHEN K. ROYCE.
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