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To all whom it Ml CORCETIL:

Be it known that I, MARSHATLL B. DowWLIN,
a citizen of the United States,residing at North
A dams, Berkshire county, Massach nsetis, have

invented certain new and useful Improve- .

ments in Halters and Harness, of which the

following is a specification.

My invention applies more particnlarly to
the fitting or construction of halters, but may
also be appliied to other articles of harness or

vide a metallie fitting which will serve tocon-
nech wo or nore straps at a common meefing

or radiating point, and at the correct angles,
withont stitehing or rivets,as heretofore ased,
and which will alsoallow a gertain adjustment |

of the straps, and also to conceal the meelbing

‘ends of the straps.

My invention relates to that class of fittings
which consist of a plate made with a series of

arms radiating therefrom atthe desired angles
ot which the straps are to be attached,said ra-

diating arms being formed as buckles to.re-

ceive the straps, either in the form of commnion

buckles with a hinged tongue or in the form
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of “stud-buekles’ with a fixed spur, into

which buckle-arms may be looped, the per-
forated straps thereby fastening several radi-

ating straps together i
the desired angles without stitches, rivets, or
other fastenings. SRR -
Tnmy improvement I make the fitting with
2 blank hollowed center,from which the buck-
ling-arms diverge, sothat the ends oi the straps

meet under said blank center and are con-

cealed thereby, whereas heretofore the buck-
ling-arms have all been closely connected to-

cether withontany blank center to eonceal the

meeting ends of the straps. S
Tn the drawings herewith annexed, figure 1

presents a perspective viewofa halter embody-
rovements. Tig. 2is an enlarged

 elevation of oune of the improved connecting

fittings detached from the straps. Fig. 31s a

vertical section of the same on line # with
“the straps in place. b ._

In Fig. 1 the general form of the halter is
about thé same asusual,an d contains the usual
straps, @ being the head-strap; f f, cheek-
straps; ¢, the mnose-band; d, the chin-strap,

md.b the tlxreatesﬁ:mru- g 1is the hitching-

n one ceniral fitting at

1

L
1

-d, while the

| f, and throat-strap 0.

the strap being received 1n

erence to Figs. 1 and 2.

joined together in a quicker,
simpler manner, and by means which are less.

strap or halter-stale, and
‘connecting the straps d 0. _
the several straps are bound together at thelr
points of intersection or convergence, and se-
cured by stitching or rivets; butinlieu of this
mode of fastening I provide the metallic fit-
tings A B B’ at the said points of convergence,
in which the straps are received and secured
in a simple manner, as will now appear.
fittingsA. A are placed at the intersection of
the cheeks 7 f with the nose and ehin straps¢

ittings B B’ are situated at the
the head-strap @, cheek-straps
These fittings A B B
consist of light plates or castings having o
series of looped buckling-arms, 7t &, radiating

convergence of

from the center in directions corresponding to
| the direction of the converging straps 1o be

eonnected together, and each looped arm 13
provided with a cross-bar, 4, having a project-
ing spur or tongue, £. The central partof the
plate is imperiorate or blank, as shown 1n
Figs. 1 and 2, and hollow or concave ok the
under side, as seen in Fig. 3, and the slotted
orloopedarms  hare slightly cu rved or bowed
inward, the pronged cross-bar ¢ & being at the

' center of- the bow, as seel in Ifig. o.

Now,the straps of the halteror other harness

which ‘are to be fastened together are per:

forated atb one or more points near their fast-
ening ends, and are then looped through the

| slotted arms of the fittings in the manner of a

e the gullet-piece
Now, commonly

The
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strap ina buckle,and are canghton the prongs 33

%, as fully shown in ¥ig. 3, the inner end of
the hollowed center of the fitting, as seen in
Fig. 3, thereby fastening the straps together
in a central fittingin a very simple and secure
manner, as will be readily appreciated on rei-
By this meansit will
be moted that no stitehing, rivets, or other

fixed fastenings are used to connect the straps,

aud concealed by

and no bindings around the meeting ends of g3

the straps are

the straps, as usnal, and yet
sbronger, and

expensive and which improve the appearancs

of the harness, thus presenting important ad-
vantages. |
By perforating the straps with o series of

1 hel-es -+ short intervals they may be adjustea

in or oub in the fittings likea strap in a buckle,

100
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. ‘may be: fermed mth cominon hinged tongued |
buckie%~——-sml}. as m-—Iinstead of the smd buekle 1

o

and thus
“of the parts of the. halter or other harness in
‘which the. fittings are used, which is a oreat
:advantage over the fixed fastenmgs heletofereé
. 5 used, and it will be seen that the blank center:
~ of the fittings covers and conceals the meeting
. -ends of the straps and allows an adjustment.
. of the straps over each other,
~ protects the ends of the straps ; ‘and pr eventsg'f '
‘their curving or curling out of place. -~ |
. InPig. 1 It ill be seen that . the arms of saddlery or hamess as well as to halters, wher-—--
EEEN thp ﬁtm.nﬂ"s, A A lieat right angles, while the | e
~arms of the fittings B B Tie at obhque angles
- to eonespoud Wlth the directions of
to be connected, and .

]

pr wlde for variations in the length.

and thereby.

this melmmtwn of the |

. arms will of’ emuse vary in each case accord- |

: - ing to the direction of the straps,as will be un--
derstood.

If desired; however, all thearms of the fittings |

356,627

;prefer the’ Stud bu.ckles h 2 k aS
{appreemted

“nection of straps or bands, __WIthOllt any de-
thestxaps;u S

,’fA B, arranged at the meeting-
One of the armson the ﬁttlnﬁ' B'is |

. made with a common buckle, m, whlch 18 in-
5 tegral with the fitting, and in whleh the free
ERRRENE fend of the head-strap ¢ is received,so. thatsaid |

BER ;sbrap may he let in or out thrmgh the buckle,
to 1ncrease or decrease the length of the strap
~and Dbetter fit the halter to the head. of the |
horse-in the usual ws ay, as will be understood. |

h i I, mth its fixed spur ¢; but i in most eaqes 1
Wﬂl be easﬂy 30

I prefer to mftke thﬁ, ﬁttmfrs A B B"’ anﬂ the

| gullet-piece e of light malleable-iron. castings .

g | tinned or enameled ‘but they may be stamped . -
from sheet metal or made of any

“material. 5

c:ther smtable 35

As before descubed the 1mpr0ved ﬁttmgs

| '-A B B may be apphed to other articles of

ever they may be found suitable in the con- 40 *

parture from my mveutlon
‘What I claim is—

‘A halter constructed Wlth a. ﬁttmg SUGh as

MARSHALL R D.W’LTN

W 1tnesa.es R
 A.D. CADY -
EpsoN M. Hopae,

points of the 453;-; e
| stiaps hwmﬂ* the mdul buekhmr arms A;with -

|| eross-bars ¢ and spurs &, with whlch the straps
I engage,and. havmﬂ* 2 blank center, from which - .
said arms diverge, and which covers and.con- : % | S
{ ceals the meeting ends of the' stmps substan. . 5:@ S

D ;Bm]] y as shown ‘md descrlbed -
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