(No Model.) f ' "

o G, H. ADAMS.
o RACK. .
No. 356,520, . Patented Jan. 25, 1887.

ZARATLY R

*“ L3 )

#

WAL R LR A R LR RN R R

=
Piad ' .
, | | |
Witiesses & - Tnventor

By hésdgiétagegm
oA &RHR;MI

N. FETERS, Photo-Lilhographer, Washington, D. C,



L

10

20

25

35

43

S0

|

"UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

-_———-———. , -

-l

GEORGE HENRY ADAMS, OF LEWIS, IOWA.

RACK.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 356,520, dated January 25, 1887.
Application filed March 18, 1886. Serial No. 195,636. (No mnﬁdel.)

To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, GEORGE HENRY ADAMS,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Lewis, in the county of Cass and State of Iowa,
haveinvented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Racks; and I do declare the following

to be a full, clear, and exact description of

the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the .art to which it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to the let-
ters and figures of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved portable rack, showing several of the
hinged rack-frames swung partly open. Fig.
2 18 a plan viewshowing all of the racks closed
in full lines, and one of the racks fully open
1n dotted lines. o

This invention relates to improvements in
portable folding racks adapted for hanging

_clothes and other fabries, and for other pur-

poses where a series of folding frames are de-
sired; and 1t consistsin the novel combination
of portable folding racks, as will be fully un-

derstood from the following description, when

taken in connection with the annexed draw-
ings. . .

Referring to the drawings. by letters, A A
designate two vertical standards, which pre-
sent on their inner sides steps b, as clearly
shown in Ifig, 2, the stepped sides of the two
opposite standards being reversed, for a pur-
pose hercinafter explained.

Kach standard A may be formed of a single
plece of wood or other suitable material, or it
may be formed of strips of different widths
suitably secured together, leaving the steps b,

~shown and described. These standards A A

are rigidly but removably secured to horizon-
tal beams or carriages B B, perpendicular
thereto, which beams are mounted on caster-

-wheels B’ B, so that the rack is portable. The

standards A may be secured to the carriage-
beams B by through-bolts or otherwise, so that
the parts can be readily separated for packing.

C designates a rectangular frame, the verti-
cal sides of which are rigidly secured, one to
the step at the broadest part of one standard
and the other side to a step at the broadest

part of the opposite standard. By this means |

| the two standards and their carriage-beams

are secured together, so that they can be rolled
from one place to another as a single rigid
portable frame. |

D D designate a number of racks or frames
of rectangular form, which are hinged to the
prominent angles on the stepped sides of the
standards A A at d d, on opposite sides of the
connecting-frame C. One series of rack-frames
D ishingedtothe right-hand standard A on one
side of the connecting-frame C, and the other
series of rack-frames is hinged to the left-hand
standard onthe oppositeside of said frame. By

thismodeofhinging the frames D they open and

close in opposite directions and can be folded
or closed compactly, as shown in Fig, 2. I
provide the freeend of each hinged rack-frame
D with a latch, ¢, which, when it is engaged

“with the teeth of a horizontal catel, f, secured
to each standard A, will hold the rack-frame

parallel to the connecting-frame C.

In addition to the hinged racks D, and in
combination with them, I employ boards D/,
hinged to short standards suitably secured to
the beams B B, near the ends thereof.

A sufticient space shiould be left between

the tall racks and short boards D’ on opposite
sides of the connecting-frame C to allow free
access to persons between the tall racks and
short boards.
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Bymyinvention I afford a very ']arge surface

for hanging large and small articles, and when

the device is not in use it can be compactly
closed and such articles kept free from dust.

- Thestandards, which are secured in place by
bolts orother suitable fastenings, can be readily
detached from their supporting-beams and the
whole device packed in a small compass for
transporation. | -

The boards D' are, as above stated, shorter
than the racks D, and are chiefly designed to

- serve as supports for pictures representing the

foreground of theatrical or other scenes, which
may be attached to the hinged racks D. These
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boards D’ may be omitted when the racks D

are used for supporting fabrics.

‘Having described my invention, I claim—

1. The combination, with the carriage-beams,
of the stepped standards and their hinged

boards located near the ends of said beams,

and the intermediate stepped standards, con-
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nected by a frame, C,and provided with hinged | stepped standards mounted on a carriage, a

racks and fastenings therefor, substantially as
described. |
2. The combination, with a carriage, as de-
5 scribed, of stepped standards A A, the hinged
folding frames D, and catching devices there-
for, substantially as specified. |

3. The combination, with the carriage, as

described, of the reversed stepped standards

10 secured thereto, the connecting-frame O, and
the hinged frames D, substantially as specified.

4. A portable rack consisting of reversed

frame rigidly conneeting said standards, as de-
seribed, and frames hinged to these stundards 15
at the prominent angles of the steps thereof
and arranged on opposite sides of the said con-
necting-frame, substantially as described.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.
GEORGE HENRY ADAMS.
Witnesses: '
J. W. BAXTER,
K. W. MACOMBER.
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