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To all whom it may concerms:

Be it known that I, HouGHTON WARDEL
WILSON, a subject of the Queen of Great Brit-
ain, residing at Kingston, in the county of

5 Frontenac and Province of Ontario, Canada,

- have invented a new and useful Improvement
in Fence-Posts, of which the following is a
specification.

My invention relates to 1mprovements in

1c fence-posts; and it consists of the peculiar con-
struction and arrangement of the various parts
for service, substantially as hereinafter fully
set forth, and particularly pointed out in the
claims.

15 The object of my invention is to provide an
improved fence-post especially adapted to be
planted in deep soil, which shall be securely
and rigidly beld in the ground against verti-
cal and lateral displacement;to provide novel

20 means for quickly and easily planting or ad-
justing the posts for use, and to provide an
improved post which shall be very simple,
strong, and durable 1n construction, cheap and

inexpensive of manufacture, and thoroughly

25 effective in operation.

In the accompanying drawings, which 1}lus-
trate a fence-post embodying my present in-
vention, Iigure 11s a side elevation of the post
adjusted in the ground. I'ig. 21s a top or
plan view of the post and foot removed from
the ground. Ifig. 3 18 a horizontal sectional
view on the line . 2z of I'ig. 1. Fig. 4 is a de-
tached perspective view of the foot.

Referring to the drawings, in which like let-
35 ters of reference denote corresponding partsin
all the figures, A designates the post proper,
B the foot theretor, and O the sleeve or casting
for detachably and adjustably connecting the
post and the foot together, the peculiar con-
struction and arrangementof which I Wlll 1L0OW
proceed to descr 1be In detail.
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The post A is preferably made of metal from
a flav bar, and it is pointed or tapered at its .

lower end, as at a, to adapt it to readily enter

45 orpeunetratetheground. ‘Thepostisprovided

along one of its edges with a series of notches,
«/, which are arranged at any suitable distance
apart, and in these notches are adapted to take
one of the portions of the binding or clamping |

post, as is obvious.

wires e of the fence-wires 1i when it is desired 50
to use a wire fence, the wire I bearing agalnst
the post A, and the wire ¢ fitting in one of
the notches of the post A and having 1ts free
ends twisted around the fence-wire E, as clearly
shown. The fence-wire may be differently se- 55
cured to the post A, as this feature does not
form a part of my present invention, and in
lien of securing a fence-wire thereto a panel
or rail may be connected or secured on the
€o
Thesleeve or connecting-piece Cis provided
with a horizontal opening, ¢, and a vertical

. opening, ¢, which are arranged at right angles

toeach other. Theseopeningscc arearranged
so that they communicate with each other; 65
but, if 16 1s desired, the vertical opening ¢’ may
be located to one side of the horizontal open-
1ng, so that they are disconunected, or commu-
nication between the two-is cut off,  The ver-
tical opening ¢’ is designed to receive the post 70
A, which passes therethrough, and the sleeve
C 1s adapted to be moved freely vertically on
the post, so that the latter can be driven into
the ground any desired distance, the post and

sleeve being very securely 'md rigidly con- 75
nected togethex by means of a wedge-shaped

key, I¥, which 1s inserted or driven between
the sieeve and the post, as shown in Fig. 1.

- The foot B 13 made or bent from a single
piece of bar-shaped metal, and comprises the
straight horizontal bar or connecting-piece b
and the inclined arms or prongs 0" at the free
ends of the connecting-piece. These arms or
prongs are inclined or arranged at an angle to
the connecting-piece, and they are inclined in 85
opposite directions or away from each other,

so that they lie on opposite sides of the con-
necting-piece, as shown in Kigs, 2 and 3. In
addition to being inclined on opposite sides of
the connecting-piece, the arms or prongs are gc
bent or inclined inwardly toward each other
and the post A, and as they are at opposite
ends of the connecting-piece the arms lie on
opposite sides of the fence-post A. By reason

of the arms or prongs being inclined in oppo- 65
site directions laterally of the connecting-pliece
and inwardly toward the fence-post the foot B
has the action of a screw whenitis driveninto
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the ground, and the foot isthereby immovably | sides of the line of the fence, and as they are

and rigidiy held from wvertical or Jateral dis-
placement. .

The connecting-picce of the foot is passed
throungh the horizontal passage or opening
formed in the sleeve or connecting-piece, and
at or near its middle this connecting-piece has
a notched portion, g, formed or cut in one of
its sides, an auxiliary shoulder or ledge, ¢/,
being cut within the notech g, which shoulder
1s adapted to take or fitinto one of the notches
formed in one of the side edges of the post A
when 1t passes through the vertical passage of
the sleeve and the noteh g ¢ 1n the connecting-
plece.

This being the construction of my improved
fence-post, the operation thereof 1s as follows:
The sleeve 1s first {itted on the bar that forms
the foot before the ends of the latter are bent
to provide the prongs, after which the prongs
are formed and the lower end of the pPOSt passes
through the sleeve. The post 1s now ready
to be driven, and it and the prongs of the foot
are now adjusted to receive the blows of a
sledge-hammer or other suitable implement
to force them into the ground to the proper
depth. ‘T'he connecting-piece is arranged at
right angles or transversely across the line of

~ the fence, and italso rests or bears on the sur-

'S

face of the ground, while its prongs enter the |

ground and serve to prevent either vertical
or lateral displacement of the foot and the
post when either of the said parts are sub-
jected to blows, pulls, &e. The sleeve is ad-
justed on the connecting-pieee of the foot so
that the vertical opening ¢ alignus with the
notch g, and the post is driven through the
sleeve and into the ground until onc “of the

- notches thereof comes opposite to the shoul-

O

der ¢’, which enters the notch. The horizon-
tal connecting-piece or bar of the foot is.ex-
tended on opposite sides of and at right angles
to the line of the fence to any suitable or de-
sired distance; and for the purpose of retain-

ing the said connentm plece or bar in its

proper-position Lpr ovide the diagonal prongs,
which are arranged at diverging angles to the
edges of the porst and not to the flat side
thereof.,

1 attach especial importance to the foot
having the diagonal or inclined prongs and
tw.isted Iongltudmall} so that the edges there-
of are presented to the edges of the post, as
by this construction the horizontal bar or con-
necting-piece 1s retained immovably in the
ground and thereby prevented from either
vertical or lateral displacement; and when
any pull, strain, or force is eaerted upon the

post aml the foob thereof, the prongs of the

latter will exert a force or pressure edgewise
upon the surrounding earth and laterally of
the line of the fence, and cause them to pene-
trate deeper into the ground, owing to the
twist given thereto by bendmﬂ* them diago-
nally and i inwardly. T'he prongs are thus ar-

ranged a sultable d1stfmce apart on opposite |

twisted longitudinally and extend 1n opposite
directions, they somewhat resemble a screw,
which gives them their peculiar functions and
advantages just described for retaining the
foot and post against movement.

My improved fence-post and the foot there-
for are very simple, strong, and durable 1in
coustruction, as they are made from a single
piece of metal of suitable size and strength,
and they are also very cheap and meapen%we
of manufacture.

I do not wish to be limited to constructing
the foot of a single piece of metal, as 1 am
aware that other methods of construction may
be provided with equally good effect.

Two ways or methods of bracing fence-posts
are generally used. One is the horizontal and

theother the oblique. My improvementsrelate

especially to the obligue method, which I have
adopted for the reason that it insures greater

strength and stability to the posts, while at

the same time the fence can be consblucted
with equal facility and ease.

I am aware of United St‘ites Patents Nos.
213,932 and 233,018, which show a vertical
sleeve through which passes the fence-post, to
be retained in place thereby, and the inclined
braces which pass through oblique slots or
passages inthesleeve. These braces are made
of flat or round .pieces of straight metal, and
they are presented with their ﬂzbt and round
sides to the flat sides of the post. My inven-
tion differs from these devices, from the fact
that I employ a foot which 1s made from a
singlepiece of metal and consists of a horizontal
connecting-piece or bar, through which passes
thefence-post, and the dlaﬂ'onal twisted prongs
at the ends of the connectuw -plece. In my
invention the connecting-piece is arranged
transversely of the line of the fence and rests
or bears very firimly on the ground, to insure
additional strength to the structure, and the
diagonal twisted prongs extend or incline in
opposite directions and have their flat sides
presented to the edges of the post, whereby
the foot and the post are immovably held in
their proper relative positions against blows,
pressure, or shocks, which will serve to more
firmly secure the devices in place, as hereto-
fore described, rather than to loosen them.

I attach especial importance to the inclina-
tion of the prongs & on opposite sides of the
connecting-piece b, or on opposite sides of the
vertical line of the post, as by that means all
tendency of the foot to move to either side is
effectually resisted. The location of the con-
necting-plece b, with the flat side resting on
the ground, contributes in no little degree to
the holding properties of the foot.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Lettms Patent, is—

- 1. Theherein- desellbed foot for a fence- .post,
comprising the horizontal part or piece & and
the prongs &', near the ends of the piece or
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part b, said prongs inclining in opposite direc- |

tions away from each other beyond the verti-
cal plane or line of the part or piece » and

also inwardly toward the center of the partor

piece b, as set forth. |
2. The combination, with a post having a
notch, @', of a sleeve having the openings or

passages ¢ ¢, arranged at right angles to each

other, the opening or passage ¢’ receiving the
post and the foot received in passage ¢ and
provided with the noteh ¢ and the shoulder
g’y the post passing through notch ¢ and the
shoulder ¢’ fitting in the noteh « of the post,

- as sef forth. ,

3. In a fence-post, the sleeve C, having pas-
sages or openingse¢ ¢, in combination with the

post passing through the opening ¢, the foot

passing through opening ¢ and notched to re-
ceive the fence-post, and the key or wedge F,
to hold the post in the notch of the foot, as set
forth, ' - '

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

nmy own I have hereto affixed my signature in

presence of two witnesses..

HOUGHTON WARDETL WILSON.
Witnesses: |
| O. H. HoOPER,

E. A. BooTH.
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