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- gummed or coated side with water and then

-1nvention consists in renovating worn - out :
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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that [, DoNy CASTRO MATHEWS,
of Wethersfield, inthe county of Hartford and
oState of Connecticub,have invented a new and
useful Artof Utilizing Refuse Sand-Paper, of |
which the following is a specification.

In the manuafacture of boots and shoes large
quantities of sand-paper-—including by that
term not only sand and-emery cloth and paper,
but other like abrasive material—are used,and
when worn out such paper is a refuse material,
either thrown away or else sold as junk for a.
trifling percentage of its original cost. When
the bulk of the sand, emery, or other abrasive
coating seems to have been rubbed off,and the
surface 1s smoothed and glazed or gummed,
the sand-paper is discarded as unfit for further
use, and 1Is, in fact, in itsthen coundition unfit
for further use as an abrasive material; but I
have discovered that but little of the abrasive
coating is, in fact, worn off, and that the paper
call be made almost as good as new by remov-
Ing the foreign matter which gets packed about
the grains of the abrasive material; and my
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sand-paper by removing this layer or coating
of foreign matter without taking with it the |
sand or othier abrasive material.

Large quantities of sand-paper are used on
buffing-machines for buffing the soles of boots
and shoes, and such paper, after being used to
buff a nwmber (the number varying with the
kind of soles and kind of paper) of pairs of
shoes, becomes spent or used up, and has here-
tofore been thrown aside as worthless. This
refuse paper I renovate by first wetting the

brushing with a brush stiff enough to remove
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the foreign matter when softened or made like

a paste by the water, but not stiff enough to (o
remove the sand.. Of course the brushing
must follow soon after the wetting, or other wise
the glue by which the sand is held to the sheet
will be softened too mueh to hold the sand.
A little practice, accompanied by ordinary
care and skill, will enable any one to readily
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“practice my invention.

L have found by actual practice thatsand-pa-
per used up in buffing the soles of a given nu-
say sixty pairs of shoes—will, when reno- co
vated as above described, buff as many more,
and can be again renovated and do about half

a8 many more—say from twenty to thirty

pairs. That is to say, by means of my in-
vention I am enabled to do more than ftwice
the work which could heretofore be done with
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a given quantity of sand-paper.

~While my invention is mainly valuable in
the manufacture of boots and shoes, yet it is .
applicable in other cases where sand-paper is 6o
used 1n pieces large enough to make it an ob-
ject to reciaim them.

I am aware of United States Patent No.
194,235, covering a process for treating waste
abrasive cloth or paper soastoseparate it into
1ts constituent elements,in order that they may
be again used; but this only constitutes one of
the ways in which waste abrasive material
sold as junk, as above stated, is utilized.
"What I c¢laim as my invention is—

1The method of utilizing refuse sand-paper,
consisting in removing the foreign matter
packed around the grains of saud by washing
and brushing, as set forth. -

D. C. MATHEWS.
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Witnesses:
EDWARD S. BeAcH, ]
JOHN R. Sxow.
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