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Be it knownthat I, ROBERT HELLER, a sub-

siding in the city and county of Philadelphia,
Sta,te of Pennsylvania,have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Match-Boxes, which
Improvement is fully set forth in the follow- |
1ng specification and accompanyln-ﬂr drawings, |
in whlch——-—-

Figure 1 1epresents a side elevation of a
match-box embodying my invention. Fig. 2
represents a top view thereof. FXig. 3 repre-
sents a longitudinal seetion thereof. |

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.

My invention consists of a mateh-box hav- |

ing a lid which is in communication with the
body thereof, and provided with a striking
device Opelated from the side of thelid, Wthh
permits the unheaded end of the match to be
projected from the lid in advance of the strik- |
1ng operation, so that the match is not pre-
Sented to the hand 1n burning condition. |

Reterring to the drawings, A represents the
body of a matech-box, and B the lid hinged
thereto. Thelidis hollow and has in itslower
or 1nner wall an opening, C ,whereby the body
and lid are in communication. The upper or |
outer wall of the lid has an opening, D,which

18 coincident with the opening C, the bwo open- |
ings forming passages for the withdrawal of
matches through the lid.

Within the 1id is a match-str iking head, E,
which is formed of a sliding block or piece of |
metal or other material, and which, when in
normal position, closes the opemnﬂ*s CD of
said lid, it being retained in said position by
the action of a spring, K, which bears against
the head and lid.

Connected with the headisa finger or thumb
piece, &, which passes through a slot, H, in
the side of the lid, so that the head may be |
readily moved.

The operation is as follows: The box is over-

turned or tilted, and the head E drawn back 45
by means of the piece G, so as to uncover the
openings C D, one of the matches then enter- -
ing the opening C, the space betweenthe head

| B and adjcent end of the lid and the opening

D, the head portion of the matech remaining so
Wlthm the box or lid.- The piece G is nowlet
g0, whereby the head E moves toward the
match and presses thereagainst. The match

is then grasped by its protruding end and

pulled out to full extent, whereby as it rubs 53
against the ronﬂhened face of the head E, or
adjacent end ot the lid, or both, the frletlon
causes the match to 1gmte, and thus the light-

ing of the same is accomplished.

I am aware that it is not new to form the 6o
lid of a matech-box with a striking surface or
head, and the box with a slide for gjecting the
match. In this case the match is struck be-
fore it leaves the lid, whereby the bur ning
match is presented to the hand. In my case 55
the striking-head has a pin which projects
through a slot in the side of the lid, whereby
the head may be drawn back to pel mit the

i matich to drop from the box and lid by gravity,

the unheaded end in advance. Thensaid end- 7o

‘may be grasped and the match pulled out,

whereby the burning end leaves the Iid the
last.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letter&, 75
Patent, is— -

In a mateh-box, a lid havmg an opening in
1ts upper and lower wallsand a slotin its side,

3 sliding striking - head, a spring bearing
against said head, and a, finger which is se- 80
cured fo said head and projects through said
side slot, all substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth

_ ROBERT HELLER

Witnesses: |
"JOHN A. WIEDERSHEIM
A.P. GRANT - |
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