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THOMAS TLANGDON RIVERS, OF NEWARK, NEW JERSEY, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-
HALF TO ELISHA W. GOBLE, OF SAME PLACE.
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SP_EC_IPICATION forming part of Lietters Patent No. 356,051, dated January 11, 1887.

A.ppliuat-iun filed J uly 23, 1886, Serial No. 203,880. (N o model.)

To all whom it may COnCer:

"~ Be it known that I, THOMAS LANGDON RIV-
ERS, a citizen of the United States, residing at
Newark, in the county of Essex and State of

s New Jersey, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Trunk - Fasteners, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention relates to fastenings for the
lids of trunks, boxes, &c.; and the object of
ro my invention is to produce a fastening 11
which the working parts shall be free from ex--
posure to injury and so arranged: as to mutu-
ally relieve each other of the strain ineident
to use, whereby I greatly increase the strength
and darability of this class of fastenings.

My invention consists in certain peculiar
and novel features of construetion and arrange-
ment, as hereinafter described and claimed.

In order that my invention may.be fully un-
»c derstood, I will proceed to deseribe it with

reference to the accompanying drawings, 1n
which— - _

_ Figurelis a front elevation of my improved
trunk-fastener. TFig. 2 is a rear view of the’
same. Fig. 3 is a longitudinal section. Iig.
4 illustrates the several parts of the fastener
detached from each other.

My invention particularly embraces that
class of fasteners shown and described in Let-
30 ters Patent No. 82,988, granted October 13,

1868, to Louis Ranson, in which the fastener
is composed of two parts, one of which is to be
attached to the lid of the trunk or box, and
which earries the latch, while the other part
35 is secured to the body of the trunk or box and
receives and holds said laten. | |
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In the said drawings, A designates that part

of my improved fastener which 1s designed to
‘be secured to the lid of the trunk or box, and

a0 which carries the latch, said part being known | and by this

as the ‘“base,’’ while B is the part whichis de-
signed to be secured to the body of the trunk
or box and to receive the latch, said part belng
known as the ‘‘keeper.”’

The base A is an open metal casting of sub-
stantially the general outline shown and hav-
ing at one end a perforated lug, ¢, and ab its

~sides, contiguous to its opposite end, two per-
forated lugs, ¢ «, each of said lngs being de-
50 signed to receive screws or rivets for attaching
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| said base to the lid. The inner side of the rear:

end of base A is formed withaledge, «’, extend- -
ing transversely of said base, while the inner
side of the front end of the base is formed with
a similar ledge, ¢’. Upon these two ledges
rest the opposite ends of a spring-plate, A’ as
shown. As these ledges are arranged below
the plane of the outer face of the base, the
spring-plate will be arranged within the base
out of the way. Thesides m of the base A are
raised, as shown, and on the inner faces of the
said raised sides of the base A are formed
two oppositely-disposed downwardly-opening
sockets,at, and just back of said sockets a Cross-
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| bar or bridge, ¢, is formed, which connects the 65

two raised sides of the base. The front end of
the said base is formed with an open loop, &’,
and the front ends of the raised sides of the °
base terminate in two lugs, «', projecting from
the upper face of said base. |

C designates the latch, which is a separate
integral casting having a rectangular body, ¢,
from the front end of which extends a neck, ¢,
which is formed at its onter end with an en-
Jarged head, ¢!. Upon the sides of the latch
C, near the inner end of its body ¢, are formed
two studs, ¢, which are designed to enter the
open sockets ', and are held therein by the
spring-plate A’. The inner end of said latch
is turned or bent down, as shown at ¢*, and re- 80
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ceives the direct pressure of the spring A

It will be observed that the reduced neck of
the latech, combined with the head, forms a T-
shaped extension for the same. On the inner
side of the neck of said latch are provided pro- 85
jecting nibs or lugs r, (preferably two in num-
ber,) which lugs or nibs are adapted to be re-
céived in the open loopa® provided at the front
end of the basewhen the latch is swang down,
means relieve all lateral strain go
from such latch. - -

The keeper B is similar in general contour
or outline to the base A, having raised sides p
and formed at one end with a perforated lug,

b, and atb its sides, near the opposite end, with 95
two perforated lugs, b’ ¥, all of said lugs being
designed to receive screws or rivets for attach-
ing said keeper to the body of the trunk or box.
At its front end the keeper Bisformed with a
cross-bar, b?, upon the endsof which are formed 100
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two upwardly and rearwardly inelined lugs,
b°, spaced apart, as shown, which act with the
inclined under side, ¢*, of the head ¢ of the
catch C, and also with the shoulders ¢° of said

When the lid of the trunk or box is shut
down, the head ¢® of the latch slides up over
the lugs * and snaps automatically over said
lugs, so that the latter engage the shoulders¢®
of the head and fasten thelid down, the press-
ure of spring A serving to hold the latch in
locked position. When the latch is pulled

- outward to disengage the keever, the cross-bar
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or bridge «’ serves to hold said latch at right
angles to the base A against the pressure of

~ Spring A’.
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The peculiar formation of the several parts

~of the fastener is such that none of the side or

end strains come upon the pivotal lugs of the

latch, and thus the fastener is rendered very |
. 8trong and durable. |

It will be understood that when the parts

~are locked in position the neck of the latch

rests on the cross-bar 6* between the lugs b*,
while the head of the latch catches around: or
against said lugs. Special stressislaid on the

arrangement of the inclined lugs, as by means

356,051

| of the same the Iatching of the trunk is auto-

matically effected, and when locked all strain
18 taken off the axles or pivots of the latch.
T'he small nibs or spurs » serve to break the
lateral strain and motion which are found in
every trunk-lid. | |
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Having thus described my invention, what T |

) ¢laim as new, and desire to secure by. Letters

Patent, is—

1. In a trunk-fastener, the base A, having
the open loop ¢, combined with the latch hav-
ing the spurs or nibs to fit in the loop when
closed down, | -

- 2. In atrunk-fastener, the combination, with
a base, of a spring-actuated latch pivoted

thereto and having an enlarced head and a

keeper provided with the spaced lugs, beneath
which the head of the latch engages, substan-
tially as deseribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

THOMAS LANGDON

| RIVERS.
‘Witnesses: _ ' '
- AMBROSE HUNT,
- DAVID SPIRO.
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