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To all whom it may concern: .

Be it known that I, Jorx T. CoLLINS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Nor-
wich, in the county of New London and State

5 of Connecticut, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Street-Sweeping Ma-
chines, which improvements are fully set forth
and described in the following specification,
reference being had tothe accompanying draw-
ings. , | |

My invention relates to that class of street-
Sweeping machines in which the dirt is swept
into a box or other suitable receptacle by
means of a revolving brush, my object being
to improve and simplify somewhat-the details
of construction in such a sweeper and to pro-
vide a dirt-receptacle which can be quickly
and easily emptied. -

In the annexed drawings, Figure 1 is a
side elevation of my newly-improved street-
sweeper. Hig. 218 a longitudinal vertical sec-
tional view of said sweeper. Fig. 8 is a-cross-
section on line x x of Fig. 1, with the hinged
sides of box A opened. Fig. 4 is a detached
view of the brush-shield, showing a means
for adjusting the bearings of the brush-shaft
as the brush becomes worn and reduced in
diameter. Fig. 5 is a view of the front end of
the box A. " |

Briefly described, my device consists of a
dirt-receptacle with inclined bottom, suitably
supported on two or more wheels, and a ecir-
cular brush geared to the réearaxleand adapted
to be'swung ount of engageinent with the axle-
gear when not in use, the bearings in which
the brush-shaft rotates being so secured to the
brush-shield that they may be quickly ad-
justed to accommodate a brush of greater or
less diameter. | h

The letter A represents the body of my
street-sweeper open at its rear end and hav-
‘ing its bottom side inclined, so that its for-
ward end is considerably Jower than the rear
open end, through which the dirt enters, My
object 1n thus inclining the bottom of box A
is to cause the dirt to gradually move forward
by gravity, as the box is jolted or shaken
when in use, thereby tending to move the
dirt away from the point where it enters said
box, and leaving said entrance at all times
open to receive further sweepings.

On one end of the rotatable shaft C, which |
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| supports the rear wheels, E, is a gear, a, se-

cured to said shaft. Hinged to the upper
rear end of box A and, preferably,immediately s5g
over shaft C, is a shield, ¢, which covers and
protects the circular brush ¢, the journals of

‘the brush-shatt being in metallic bearings e,

secured adjustably in slos f in the shield ¢, -
the slots f being formed as an are of a cirele, 6o
whose center is also the center of shaft C.

On the end of the brush-shaft is a gear, 7,
which, when the shield is lowered to its nor-
mal position, engages gear a, to rotate the
brush as the complete device is drawn for-
ward. Secured to the bottom of box A isa
sheet- metal strip, X, which extends well rear-
ward under the brush, and forms a guide along
which the dirt is brushed toward box A.

As a convenient means by which the driver 70
may-raise the brush-gear & out of engagement
with gear a, I have provided a lever-arm, m,

‘pivoted near the hinge or pivot of shield e,

and having 1its shorter arm secured to the rear
side of said shield. The longer arm of said
lever extends well forward and is held in
either a raised or lowered position by retain-
ing slots » » in an arm, F, attached to the
front end of box A. _ | |

- Referring to Fig. 3 it will be seen that a
portion of the top of box A, on each side, is’
hinged to a central stationary strip, o, and

75
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that a considerable portion of the adjustable

side walls (see v) is attached to said hinged
portions. The portions thus formed and
hinged may be swung upward, as shown in
said Fig. 3, when it is desired toshovel, sweep
out, or otherwise remove the accumulation of
dirt in the main box A. |

Having thus described my invention, I go
claim— | | | |

In combination with a suitable dirt-recep-
tacle, the brush-shield ¢, hinged to said recep-
tacle, a circular revolving brush whose bear-
Ings are adjustably secured to shield ¢, sub- g3
stantially as described, lever-arm m, attached
to said shield, and means for retaining the le-
ver-arm in a desired position, all substantially
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as described, and for the objects set forth.

JOHN T. COLLINS.

Witnesses: _
~ TYLER J. HOWARD.
FRANK H. ALLEN.
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