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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, THOMAS EMERSON, a
citizen of the United States, residj ng at New-
port, 1n the county of Newport and State of
Rhode Island, haveinvented a new and usefal
Improvement in Boat-Grips, of which the
following is so full, ciear, and exact a de-
scription as will enable others skilled in the
art to which my invention appertains to make
and use the same, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1is aperspective,partly in elevation,
of my improved grip. Fig. 2is a viewof the
sameas it appears when attached to a life-boat
to secure the same in place on the deck of a
vessel. “ _

The object of my invention is to provide a
device which shall serve as a firm and efficient
fastening for life-boats and other similar boats
which are to be secured to decks of steamers.

Another objeet of my invention is to eon-
struct a grip which may be easily and quickly
operated in time of emergency.

Another object of my invention is to pro-
vide life-boats with simple devices which will
hold them in place on the decks of steamers,
and prevent them being bruised and seratched
in consequence of rolling, as they naturally do
when the vessel pitches.

In the drawings, A represents the main por-
tion of my improved grip. In the lower por-
tion 1s au eye, a, which is adapted to receive
a lanyard to hold the same in place.

The upper portion of the grip is bent at B,
which forms an offset orknee that fits over the
upper edge of ‘the life-boat. The horizonta]
portion of this offset is provided with a hole,
b, which is adapted toreceive the pin ¢, which
pin is designed to be inserted into the hole b,
and extend down through into the rowlock-
hole or another hole which may be made on

~purpose in the gunwale of the boat. The outer

tfree end of the offset B is provided with a 1i P
or hinge, G, which is pivotally secured to the
provided

a chain, A.

rivets or serews, as is shown in Fig. 2, and the
lip or hinge is held into engagement with the
eyebolt d by a hook, ¢, which is supported by
The pin e in ordinary practical
use 18 also suspended by a cord or chain to
prevent its being lost. This grip is designed
60 be used for life-boats and all other boats

which are carried on the decks of vessels.

The pin may be withdrawn to clear the arip
from the boat, and the grip can be removed
and replaced without loosening the Jan yard or
the lashing from the deck of the steamer,
It will be readily understood by those fa-
miliar with the handling of life-boats that 1618
of prime importance to have devices which
will facilitate the quick and efficient, operation
of the boat in time of accident, or at any time
when a life-boat or any other similar boat is
required, - | |
Having now described the objects, advan-
tages, and construetion of my device, what I
desire to secure by Letters Patent, and what I
therefore claim, is— | |
- L. In a boat-grip, the combination of the
main portion provided with a perforation at
1ts lower portion and a knee or offset, B, at its
upper portion, which knee or offset, is pro-
vided with a perforation and a lip or hinge to
engage with the life-boat, and the staple, hook,
and pin, all construeted and combined to oper-
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ate substantially asand for the purposes speci-

fied.

2. In a grip for life-boats and other similar
boats, the combination of the main portion,
the knee, the hinge, and the staple and hooks
for use therewith with the lanyard and ring

or eyebolt in the deck of the steamer, sub-
Stantially as and for purposes specified.

In testimony that I claim the above T here-
unto set my hand in presence of two subserib-
ing witnesses. | |

THOMAS EMERSON.

Witnesses: _ .
Tomy CORRIGAN,
MICHAEL E. FITZGERALD,
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