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- the paper, a suitable plunger being provided |

40

- ratus, is provided, whereby the said tool-car--

facilitate the p
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To all whom it may concert: |
~ Be it known that I, DAVID D. GREGORY, of
Syracuse, county of Onondaga, and State of
New York, have invenied an Improvementin
Apparatus for Punching Checks, of which the
following description, in connection with the
accompanying drawings, is a specification,
like letters on the drawings representing like
parts. - o o

This invention has for its object to construct
an apparatus capable of easy and rapid ad-
justment for marking or otherwise represent-
ing upon a bank-check or other monetary in-

strument one or more characters, symbols, or

indications, the positions of which may be
varied according to the number of dollars rep-
resented by the instrument, such positioning
of the characters, symbols, or indications per-
mitting the face value of the check to be in-

terpreted by comparison or registration with |

an arbitrarily-designed key. |
In the United States Letters Patent No.

917,478, granted to me July 15, 1879, plans
‘were set forth for arbitrarily indicating ‘the

value of a check by means which had to be
interpreted through a key. o

The object of the present invention is to
ractice of the aforementioned
patented invention; and the said present in-
vention relates to an apparatus for imparting

to the check the secret or arbitrary marks or

characters whereby its integrity is protected.
~ The apparatus herein described, embodying
the present invention, contains a series of in-
dependently-movable slides carrying indicat-
ing-tools to either mark, imprint, or periorate

for operating the said tools with respect to the
paper.

spond with the key accompanying the appa-
rying slides may be moved a definite distance

to fall opposite figures corresponding with the.
ficures expressed in the face value of the

“check, to thus so position the indicating-tools

 that the indications made by them will register

An index table or plate, numbered to corte-

1 thereof .upcin_the same bjr the apparatus .here_in
to be described, while the key may be keptat

drawn. Tach person is provided with a key
having a differently-arranged set of figures,
and the index plate or table of each apparatus
is arranged to correspond with the key accom-
panying it. - | | )
. Figure 1 shows 1n _
constructed in accordance with this invention,

top view an apparatus

the banking-house upon which the checks are o
55

the plunger being partly broken out to show

the arrangement of the two indicating-tools;
Tig. 2, a longitudinal section of KFig. 1, taken
on the dotted line z x; Fig. 3, a cross-section

of Fig. 2, taken on the dotted line y y; Figs.
4 and 5, modifications to be referred to, and
Fig. 6 a detail on a smaller scale, showing the

clearing-slots in the base-plate of my appa-

ratus. - | , o
The base-plate A, of suitable shape, (herein

shown as rectangular,) is provided for a por-

tion of its length with side pieces, A’,to form

a box-like portion to contain the movable

parts. The forward portion of the base-plate

A is hollowed oubt to receive the movable

parts, and to the base-plate is attached a hol-
low guide or head, A® which overhangs the
base-plate, leaving between the base-plate and

overhanging guide or head a slot or opening,
‘@, in which the -check, note, or other instru.
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ment to bestamped or provided with symbols,

characters, or indications is placed.
- The head A’ contains a longitudinal plate,
b, herein shown as carrying two indicating-

tools, ¥/, one at each end, which tools are held

vertically in the said plate, and are controlled”
by springs, as at 0% to thereby keep the tools - -

elevated. (See details, Figs. 1, 3, and 6.) This

‘guide-plate b is fixed with relation to the head

A? and the indicabing - tools carried by 1t
serve to mark, imprint, or perforate the check,

| the indications thus made being adapted to

| register with correspondingly-positioned im-

dressions upon a key, not shown, but of
similar construction to the key described in
the patent referred to. The indicating-tools
b’ are herein shown as located at each end.of
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the stationary guide-plate b; but it is obvious
that they may be placed in any other different roo
position desired. The stationary guide-plate

b has a co-operating anvil-block, 0’ herein -

with the key and correctly determine the face
value of the check, to thereby detect any fraud-
%o ulent or deceptiveintent. The business-house
drawing the check indicates the face value |

;/
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~shown as having holes »*, in which the indi-

cating-tools enter when forced downward, the
positions of the holes b* corresponding with
the positions of the indicating-tools ?’, being

‘herein shown as of suitable constructlon to

perforate the check; but it is obvious that the
same may be emp103 ed to mark, imprint, or
otherwise indicate upon the check one or
more indications which shall register with
similar indications upon the key, in order to
properly position the check with relation to
the key. The head A*is also provided with a

series of movable slides, ¢, herein shown as’
five in number;-one of “thh 18 broken out in |

Fig. 3, of sxmllar shape, and each provided

with blOtS ¢, in which the check or note to be.
stamped 18 pl&ced Each of the movable slides

1s provided atits forward end with a vertically-

moving indicating-tool, ¢, held 1n 1ts uprlght
pOSlbl()ll and contr olled by a spring, ¢, the in-
dicating-tool in this instance being of SlIlll]dI‘

construction to the indicating-tool b.

The forward end of the lower portion of the
movable shde ¢. 1s provided with a hole or
opening, ¢!, in which the indicating-tool enters
as 1t perfm ates the check; but, as previously
described, if a printing, mmkmg, or indicat-
ing tool other than the perforating-toolisto be
employed, a suitable anvil-block will be en-
ployed instead of the opening or hole ¢. The
base-plate A has clearing- slots s, as shown 1n
Figs. 3 and 6.

The slides ¢ are moved. ]enﬂ*thmse of the

- machine back and forth by ﬁnger pieces ¢, at-
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- side A’ of the frame.

tached to the rear end of each slide, and ex-
tending vertically, so as to follow in the guide-
ways €, cub in the top plate, d, secured to the
The bars d’, forming

+ the sides of the said guideways ¢, are notched

40
e, attached to each finger-plece e, enters, to.
therebv lock each movable slide ¢ in any defi-
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on one side, as at @, in which a .spl_mg tongue,

nite position in which it is left after mowng
it by the finger-piece e.
A series of bars, f, are mounted upon the

notched bars d', said bars f being each pro-

vided with a set of arbitrarily- armnged fig-

ures, . the position of which coincide with the
notches of the bar d', the figures of each of the
bars f being dlfferent]y arranged.

- The bars f in order may represent unlts,
tens, hundreds, thousands, and tens of thou-

sands, increasing according to the number of
bars employed, and in such instances each bar

55 f will be provided with ten figures coinciding

60

with ten notches upon the bar d’, while the
said bars d"also have a unison- notch in which
the finger-piece ¢ may be locked, and indicat-
ing-tools ¢* not be depressed, the upper two-

finger-pieces, ¢ ¢, in Fig. 1, being so arranged.

When it is desired to mark or otherwise in-

dicate on a check its face valuein code repre-

. sentations,theslides ¢,carrying the indicating-
" tools, are moved by the finger-pieces e to the

65

nuambers upon the bars f corresponding to the

numbers of the face value of the check, and,

355,764

as shown in Fig.1 they are S0 moved to mark

| a check drawn for four hundred and fifty-three

dollars, the indicating-tools in such 1nstance
being in the position shown by the circles ¢
(See Fig.6.) After theslides ¢ have thus been

brought into proper position, the check or

note is placed-in the slot @, and a plunger, m,
of suitable shapeto strike the indicating-toql&,

irrespective of their position, except while at
their unison-point, is forced downward by the

operator, thus marking, imprinting, perforat-
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ing, or otherwise representing upon a checka

series of indications, the position of which,
when co-operating with a properly- arranged

key, as previously set forth, may determine .

the face value of the check.
The key to be employed with each machine

is provided with an arbitrarily-arranged set

of figures corresponding with the figuresupon
the bars f, which form an index-table. -
- As it is necessary for each business-house

‘employing the apparatus herein described to
have a key of its own arranged differently
from the other keys, it 18 pecessary that the

plates or bars f be easﬂ y and cheaply modi-
fied or changed to present a different arrange-
ment of figures to correspond with the re-
spective keg, s, and by referring to Figs. 4 and
5 I have shown the notched cross-bar d’ as

provided with a series of holes, d% coinciding
with the notehes upon the sald bars, and

| headed pins d° are inserted in the said holes
| @°, the heads of the pins bearing the figures.

The pins d° may be fixed in the holes d"’ or, if
it is desired to change the combination At any

time, the said pins may be merely inserted,

thus permitting them to be easﬂy mthdrawn
when desired.

- The mechanism herein employed to operate
the plunger m consists of the spindle or rod
n, guided in a curved arm, »', attached to the
overhanging frame A® thesaid spindle or rod

‘n being held 1n elevated position by a Sprmg, _

n?, a suitable knob or hand-piece, n’, being

I

I

attached to the top portion of the spindle or

rod n for depressing the plunger; but it is ob-
vious that the planger may be depressed in

any usual or suitable manner—as, for instance,
by a pivoted operating-lever, as common in

hand-stamps.

I claim—

1. Anorganized machine for markmg checks
according to a code or key from which the

| nmrkmn*s of the check by said machine can

alone be dccurately determined, the same con-
sisting of a frame, a series of markmg tools

‘arranged upon a numerically-equal series of

plates movable within said frame to bring the

tools into position to indicate a given amount
‘| according to the key, a

series of locking de-
vices corresponding in number with the num-

for actuating said tools, and a set of register-

ing-tools, Substantlally as described.

2. In an apparatus tor providing a check or

1

ber of indicating or marking tools, a plunger - .

other monetary instrument with symbols,
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characters or 1ndlcat10ns, 0ne Or MOre Mov-
able plates having finger-pieces and spring-
tongues, and mdlcatmcr tools carried by the

' sald plates and an mdcx plate for definitely

positioning the said indicating- -tools, com-
bined with bars d, having notches, one for
each figure .or character of the 1ndcx plates,
substantlally as described.
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Tn testimony whereof I have 31g116d my name

| to this specification in the presence of two sub- .10

scrlbm o witnesses.
| DAVID D. GREGORY
 'Witnesses: -
G. W. GREGORY i -
B. J. NOYES. o T
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