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To all whom it may concern:

- Be it known that I, WALTER PETERSON, of
the city, county, and State_of New York, have
invented an Automatic Clasp to Hanﬂ' Up

s Trousers and other Articles, which is full}
- set forth in the following specification.:

the main features are as follows: (a) Two
elongated clamping-jaws, preferably flat pieces
of wood, with smooth faces, so-as not to crease
the goods held between bhem, are carried by
~crossed arms hinged together and having a
permanent bend or set in opposite directions,
each arm being composed of a piece of wire
15 Pbent upon 1tself and: a suspension-loop 1s ¢on-
nected with beth arms at the ends farthest re-
moved from the clamping-jaws, and serves to
support the clasp with the trousers held
~ therein, the bending of the arms 1n opposite
20 dnectlens making the arms above the hinge
less nearly perpendlcular than below the same,
so that the weight of thearticle suspended has
greater effect in drawing the jaws together.
(0) A clasp having. the jaws carried by arms
of spring-wire or other slightly elastic and
flexible material is provided not only with a
suspension-loop, but also with a fastener, and
~especially with an adjustable fastener, for hold-
ing thespring-arms together independently of
30 the weight of the articles suspended, the ad-
Justmenn of said fastener permitting them to
be drawn together more or less, S0 that more
or less preSSure is exerted upon the goods be-
tween the jaws in virtue of the elasticity of
the said arms. (¢) A combined adjustable
fastener and suspension-loop is used, thesame
being in the form of an endless chain fastened
to one arm and detachably connected with the
other, or 1t may be detachably connected with
both arms. The preferable means of making
the detachable connection 1s aslot, openat one
end so that the chain can be slipped into i,
the links of said chain being of such size and
shape as to prevent the chain being dlawn
through the slot.

It is designed to embody in one clasp all the
elements or features above mentioned, but not
to limit the invention to one combination of
all of them, since one set could be used with

50 or without the others or a part, of them.
In the accompanying drawings, which form

part of this specification, Figure 1 is a per- |
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arms are hinged together.

withdrawn.

‘clasp, but this is not material.
‘the chain are fastened to the e
middle pertion is passed around the yoke 11

ticle suspended may have greater effect In

spective view of a clasp constructed in accord- -
ance with theinvention; Fig. 2, a similar view

of 2 modified construction of one of the arms, ss
also within the invention; and Fig. 3, a view
illustrating one of the 1mp10ved clasps in use.
' Referrmg to Fig. 1, the elongated clamping- .

This invention consists in a clasp, of which | jaws 7, consisting eaeh of & flat piece ot wood,

are fastened to crossed arms composed each 6C
of a spring-wire bent upon itself. In each of
the members 8an eye, 1, isformed, and through
these eyes i1s ‘passed the rod 2, whereby the
_ Knobs 4 on the
end of the rod 2 prevent the same from being
Intheyokellof one of the arms
is an eye, 5; in that of the other arm there is
a slot, 6, open af; the bottom. The endless
chain 9 forms the suspension-loop for support-
ing the clasp and also the adjustable fastener

70
for holding the arms together independently

of the weight of the armcle suspended.. There

is a ring, 10, on the chaipn for hanging up the
The ends of

€eyce 5 and the 75

in which the slot 6 is formed. The links of

‘this chain are flat and arearranged alternately

at right angles to each other, and their width

1S gleatel theu that of the slot 6, while their 8o
thickness 18 less than the w1dth of said slot.
By slipping the chain into slot 6 one link en-
ters edgewise, and the adjacent links then
prevent the chain from being drawn through’
the slot. The lower part of the chain thus 85
forms an adjustable fastener, for the yokes 11

of the spring-arms can be drawn together to
any desired extent, and the lower part of the
chain, being then tlghtened and slipped into
the slot 6, holds them in that position against go
the elasticity of the spring-arms. The upper
part of the chain 9, on which the ring 10 18
placed, forms thesuSpensmn loop.

In order mainly that the weight of the ar-
95
drawing the jaws together, the sald arms are
bent in opposite .directions, as shown at 12,

| thus making the upper part of the arms less

near a perpeudleular than the lower part, and
giving the clasp when closeéd the general ap- 1oc
pearance in end view of the letter Y ,

The weight of the articie suspended will .
often, if not generally, be sufficient of itself to
keep the clasp closed and 1n that case 1t

........
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would not be necessary to confine the arms by -

the chain 9. A suspension-loop without any

adjustable fastener could then be used. It is

better, however, to provide the clasp with

both. _ .
In using the clasp the trouser -legs are

- placed between the jaws and the clasp is then

10
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hung on a suitable hook or support, as indi-
cated in Fig. 3, the upper ends of the spring-
arms being, if necessary, drawn together and
confined by the chain 9, | .
The clasp in Fig. 3 has rings 3 for keeping

"the rod 2 in place, instead of knobs 4, as in

Fig. 1. The rings are preferably split like a

‘key-ring, or the rings used to fasten buttons

on vests, so that they or one of them can be

‘removed and the rod 2 withdrawn for packing.

Other modifications can be made, as, for

example, the rod may be in two parts, or one

of the arms, instead of having an eye envelop-
ing a rod, can be passed through the rod, or

- ‘an axle separate for the wires may be dis-
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pensed with, the wire of one of the arms form-
ing an axle. In Fig.2 the rod isintwo parts,
and the wire of one of the arms 18 passed
through and for short distance lengthwise of
the same, as clearly shown. The other armis
or may be the same as in Fig. 1. |

I claim as my invention or discovery——

1. The clasp composed of the crossed arms

hinged together at their crossing and baving
a permanent set or bend in opposite direc-
tions, and formed each of a wire bent upon
itself, the elongated jaws fastened to the end
of said wire arms below the hinge at the cross-
ing, and the suspension-loop connected with
both arms at the opposite end, the bending of
said arms in opposite directions making the
arms above the hinge less nearly perpendicu-
lar than below the same, substantially as de-
scribed. _. |

2. A clasp having elastic flexible arms and

provided with a combined adjustable fastener

and suspension-loop in the form of an endless
chain, for confining said arms and for sus-

pending the.clasp,; one of said arms being pro-
vided with a slot open at one end and of less

width than the chain-links, for detachably con-

necting it with said chain, substantially asde-
scribed. - - 50
3. The clasp composed of the two crossed
and hinged arms, theelongated clamping-jaws
and the suspension-loop, the sald arms con-
sisting éach of two parallel members con-
‘nected by a yoke, and formed of a piece of 55
wire bent upon itself, and at least one of said

' arms being provided in its parallel members

with an eye forming part of the hinge, and
consisting of a circular bend in thesaid wire,
and both arms having a bend in the middle of 60 .
the yoke, and the said suspension-loap being
connected with said yokes at the bend 1n the
middle thereof, the said jaws being attached
to the ends of the said parallel members on the
opposite side of the hinge from said yokes, 03
substantially as deseribed. |

4. A clasp composed of jaws and hinged
arms carrying said jaws, and provided with a
fastener in the form of a chain for holding the
jaws together, said chain being attached to one 70
of said arms, and the other of said arms hav-
ing a slot into which the chain can be slipped
to establish a detachable connection with said

| arm, substantially as described.

5. A clasp having jaws attached to wire ;35
arms ecrossed, hinged together, and provided
with a permanent set or bend in opposite di-
rections in the two arms, in combination with
a fastener connected with the ends of said arms
on the opposite side of the hinge fromn said 80
jaws, the permanent bending of the arms in
opposite directions spreading apart the said
ends, and thus affording alargerspacethrough
‘which the arms may be temporarily deflected
when secnred by said fastener, substantially 85
as described. | o -

' WALTER PETERSON.

Witnesses: | +
H. W. TYLER,

SAMI. THAXTER.
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