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. To all whom tt mar J CONCerI:

Be it known that I, Noan T. SHAW, a 01t1
zen of the United States, residing at Colum-
bus, in the county of Franklin and State of
Ohio, have invented new and useful Improve-
ments in Embalming-Tables, of whiech the fol-
lowing is a spemﬁcabwn

My improvement relates to fOldlI]U‘ tables
used In preparing corpses for burial and for em-
10 balming; and the objects of my improvements

are to provide a convenient and safe means for
adjusting the table for embalming purposes in
inclined position, and in horizontal position
for laying out the body, to render the hinge-
15 jolning of the table-sections strong and safe,
and to provide forsafely holding thelen‘s when
extended. :
In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a ver-

tical longitudinal section of my improved ta-

ble as adjusted for embalming purposes; Fig.
2, a side view of the table as adjusted for ]av
ing out the body. Fig. 3 shows a revoluble
. head-rest detached. FIU" 4 shows one of the
adjustable legs detached. Figs. 5 and 5* show.
the flanged hmges for the joining of thetable-
sections. Fig. 6 shows the clamping device
for the revoluble ‘head-rest, and Fig. 7 shows
the table-sections folded and secured by the
- same device mhwh f%stens the revoluble head
rest.

The table- Seetlons a and b are hinged to-
gether,so as to be folded with the legs and for m
a cabinet for containing the canopy and em-
balming appliances. These sections are made
strong, “and preterably of cane bottoms. The
hinges are plates lapped and joined by strong .
pintle-rivets ¢, and secured to the outer sides
of the section-frames so as to abut at the join-
ing edges of the table-sections. This is the
common way of securing the hinge-plates of
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the table; but the fastening-screws do not af-

ford sufficient strength, and the frames are
liable to split at the corners of their hinged
~ends, and endanger the falling: of the table un-
45 der the weight of the body. To avoid this
~and make the hinge-joining strong and dura-

- ble, I.provide each leaf of the hinge with a
~ top and bottomsideflange or projecting plate,
d, which extends over the opposite edges of the

50 frames « & at their joining ends, and form |

|

the cross-bar J 1n such a manner that the force

‘of the cross-bars £, as seen in Fig. 7, and thus

clined position, I eonstr_uct
| telescopingsections,both sections being formed

W

| braces to prevent the 5plitting of the frames

ab their corners. This 1sshownin Figs. band
5% so that each hinge-leaf formsa metal binder
for the corner of the frameé to which it is

‘screwed, and renders it unnecessary to provide 5¢

middle suppo,{tmn‘- legs for the table when in
use. S
Each table-section is pwvlded w1th legs e, |
hinged s0 as to support each end of the table
when in use, and to be folded within their re- 6o
spective frame -sections. The legs are con-

nected together at their hinged ends by a flat

Cross- bar, f, and they are hmﬂ*ed to the under
side of the table-frames, 5o as "0 be- extended

against supporting-blocks ¢ on theinner sides 65

of said frames. To secure the legs when ex-

» tended a plate-spring, A, is fastened to the

end frame ab the joining ends of the table-sec-
tions, and its free end fits into a recess, 4,.in
70
of the spring is exerted to place its free end in
said recess, ¢ and hold the legs when open firmly

against their sﬂpporbing-blocks g. In the

folded positions of the legs they are held by |
the spring-plates bearing against the flat sides 75

the legs are held closed while f()ldl]ilﬂ‘ the sec-
tions.

AS a means for adjusting the table inanin-
each leg of two 8o
of metal tubes, the foot-section j sliding .W_;_ithin:
the leg-section and having -a movement of
about two or three inches. .Having both the =
head and foot legs provided with movable 85
foot-sections j gives the advantage of a com-
paratively short movement of each foot-see-
tion to obtain the proper inclination of the
table, and therefore gives the advantage of
having comparatwely short foot- Sectlons and go
greater irmness to the table. The tubing for
the legs is driven firmly upon the hinged .
wood part ¢, and the tube for the foOt-section
is driven firmly upon a core, and the adjust-
ment of the foot-sections within the tubular gs
legs is made by a screw, %, passing throughan
L.-shaped slot, /, in the }ecrs into the tube of
the foot- section.

In adjusting the table all the foot- sections
are moved. If to incline the lbele for em- 100




 balming, the foot- secbmns of the foot- legs are |
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- upon the crank end or arm n of a
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- foot table-section, in position to pass into the
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- forholding the hinged legssafely whensupport- |
~ing the table, and particularly during the op- |
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moved fully into the latter, and the foot-sec-
tions of the head-legs are flllly extended, as in
Fig. 1, thus dividing the movement between
the feet of the head and foot legs gives the
table an inclination of about six 1nches If
to place the table for laying out the body, then
the feet of the head-legs are fully moved in
and the feet of the foot-legs are fully moved
out, making the table horizontal. |

The head-rest misasemi-ring, and is formed
stem, 7,
which is passed vertically through an Openmg
in the end of the frame-section and clamped
thereto by a horizontal eyed screw, s, and
clamp-nut ¢, as seen in Figs. 1 and 6, by which
the rest can be raised and lowered as may be
required. Thecrank-armn;carrying thesemi-
ring, is the novelty in this head- rest, because
such crank-arm adapts the rest to bodies of
differentlengths by turning the crank-arm out-
ward, as in Fig. 1, or inward, as in Fig. 2, the |
vertical stem being of eylindrical form to al-
low it to be turned in the eye s of the clamp-
ing-screw. In this adjustment the head-rest
i1s turned a half-revolution npon 1its stem and
clamped against the inner side of the table-
frame by screwing the thumb-nut of the screw-
stem against the outer side of said frame.
‘When the table is folded, the head-rest is
removed, and the eyed screw s serves as the
means of fastening the folded sections together
by a pin, %, projecting from the foot end of the |
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eyes’, in place of the stem of the head-rest, and
be chmped like the latter, against the inner
side of the head end of the head- section, as
seen in Kig. 7. The canopy 18 set upon the
posts ¢ In the usual way.

The joining or hinged ends of the frame-sce-
tions are preferably formed of cross-bars of L
shape in cross-section, and 1t 1sin the angleof |
each cross-bar that I secure the bent end ¢’ .of
the plate-spring /i by screws passing through
the bent end of the spring into the vertical
part of said bar, while a Leeper I, fastens the
straight part of the spring to the under side of
sald bar, as shown in IFig. 1. This construe-
tion allows of the use of a strong plate-spring,
relieves the screw-fastenings ot all strain, and
givesthe desired safety inthespringsasa means

eration of haudlmcr the body durmg the em-

position of the table, is new.
the L-shaped plate-springs bound to the end

balming and laymﬂ' out operations. : J

355,476

Referring to the tubular extensible legs, it

will be seen that they are of unequal length,

their vertical slots are of equal length, and

their foot - sections are of equal length, so

that when the foot-sections are fully extended

sald foot-legs willequal 1n length the head-legs

60

when their foot-sections are unextended. This -

is the construction which gives the advantage

of short extensible foot-sections and renders

the table firm in use.

The state of the art shows that hinged table-
sections have been provided with hingéd legs,
and that the latter have been provided with
telescoping adjustable foot-sections, whereby
the table may be adjusted in different posi-
tions. It also shows that plate - springs and
hook-bars have been provided for each hinged
table-section, for holding the legs in position
when extended and when folded. Sofar, how-
ever, as my knowledge and information ex-
tend, the foot and t%blelegs of unequal lengths,

ach provided with foot - sections of equal
lengths, each having equal adjustment in any

bars by keepers to render them safe and effect-
ivein their function of holding the hinged legs
when extended is also an 1mprovement upon
similar devices for the same purpose, and my
claims are limiterl to sur'h specitic matters of

improvement.

I elaim-— -

1. The combination, with the hinged f:am(, |

sections, of the hmged tubular legs of unequal

‘lengths, each having a vertical L-slot, I, of

The provision of
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equa,l len gth, atelescoping foot- section of equal |

length, and the stop-pins %, fixed to said foot-
Sectwns, as shown, and for the purpose de-
seribed.

2. The hinged frame-sections promded with
hinged legs, and the L-shaped platesprings A,
hfwmcf their angle ends secured to the vertical

sides of the frame end bars, theirstraight parts
fastened by keepers /' to the h{)rwont%l part of

sald end bars, and their free ends bearing upon

described.
In tesmm(}ny whereof I have hereuntoset my

“hand in the presence of t“ o subscribing wit-

NeEsSses.

NOAH T. SHAW.,

Witnesses: N

- AL BE. H. JOHNRO\
M. A. BALLINGER.
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the cross- ‘bars of the hingedlegs, asshow nand "
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