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To all wnom Tt may covicerwn:

Be it known that I, JOHN SCHAFFER, of
Kirkwood, St. Louis county, Mlssourl, have
made a, new and useful Improvement in To-
bacco-Cutters, of which the following isa full,
clear, and exach deseription.

The 1mprovement consists in the combina-
tion of parts for effecting the movement of the
cutter, substantially as herelnafter sef. forth
and clmmed and as exhibited in the annexed
drawings, makmﬂ* pqrt of this Spemﬁca,tlon,

and 1n which—

rs
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Figure 1 is a view In pel spective of the 1m-
proved cutter, the front plate of the construe-
tion being removed and the parts being as

~when the cuttmg -blade is raised; and Fig.21s

a view 1n perspective of the constructmn the
blade being down. ..

The same 1etter;::. of refelence cenote the
same parts.

The frame-work of the machine consists,
substantially, of the base A and the upright

case B. The blade Cis adapted to be worked

upward and downward between the legs b b of
the case. A toggle, D, serves to connect the
blade with the upper part of the case, the arm
d of the toggle being pivoted to the case at-d’
and the arm d° being jointed at ¢’ to the blade.

Ii represents a link jointed to the toggle-
arms d and d° at e, and at the opposite end to

the arm f of the erank F, whose shaft /" is
-journaled in the wall & of the case, and pro-

vided without the case with the handle f?and
within the case with the arm f. This arm
does not come immediately against the wall &',

but is sufficiently inward therefrom to make

roomioraparttermeda ‘* guide,”’,1n the form

of a bar or plate attached at 1its lower end to
the blade and projecting thence upward, and

being slotted at g to enable the part, as the blade

18 raised and lowered, to move npward and |

downward upon the crank-shaft 7', and there-

by serve to direct the movement of the blade,
so that it sball work easily and properly be-

‘tween the legs b b of the case, the opemtmn 45
being as follows: On depressing the handle f*
the toggle is straightened and the blade forced
downward from the position of Fig. 1 into that
of Fig. 2, cutting the tobacco beneath it. The
blade ean be raised by means of the handle f*; 5o
but it is preferable to employ a spring or
springs, H, the lower end of which is attached

to the blade and the upper end to any sult-

able part of the case B. On releasing thehan-

dle the springs act to lift the blade and to re- 55
store the parts in the position of Fig.1. The
handle is thus kept in a convenient position .

for use, and the bladeis prevented from falling
accidentally—something ohjectionable 1n cut-

ting instruments, and especially in the present
device, in which the weight of the crank-handle
acts to move the blade suddenly downward.

I claim—

1. In a tobacco- euttel the case B, the bl&de
C, and guide G, having the slot g, and attached
at its lower end to the blade, combined with
the crank-shaft 77, the crank-arm fon theend
of this shaft, the link D, attached tothe erank-
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arm,and the toggles, substantially as described.

2. In a tobacco-cutter, a case having sup- 7o
porting-legs b b, combined with the blade C,
vertically movable in said legs, the vertically-
movable guide G, attached to smd blade, and
the crank and the toggles, substantially as de-
seribed. .

3. In a tobaeco-cutter, the combma,tm_n of
the blade normally held up by means of springs
and vertically movable between the support-
ing-legs of the case and a toggle operating said
movable blade by meansof a shaft rotatmg 1n 80
a slotted piece attached to the blade, and link
and crank connections between the toggle and
shaft, substfmtnlly as described. -

- JOHN SCHATFFER.
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Witnesses: |
C. D. Moopy,
A. OWEN.
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