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o .all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, OsScAr D 1BYERS of

- Syracuse, 1n the ceunty of Onondaga, in the

IC
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" with my improved lid-fasteners. Fig
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State of New York, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Fasteners for Buarial-
Casket Lids, of which the followmg, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawmﬂ*s,
18 a full, clear, and exact description.

This invention consists inimproved devices
for connecting the lids to burial-caskets,
whereby the top of the casket-walls is. made
to present an unbroken or solid surface, and
the usual cloth facing thereon is left intact,

and the marring or tearing of the said cloth-

facing by the slldmg of the lid- fastening de-
vices upon 1t is obviated; and, furthermore,
the attachment and detachment of the lid is
greatly facilitated.

The invention is fully illustrated in the an-
nexed drawings, wherein Figure 1 is an iso-
metric view of an open burial-casket provided

inverted isometric view of the lid pertaining
to said casket. Iigs. 3 and 4 are enlarged
vertical transverse sections taken, respect
ively, on lines z z and v y, Fig. 1, w1th bhe lid
in 1t8 closed position on the casket. Figs. 5
and 6 are detached isometric views of the
catch-plates of the lid-fastener. - Figs. 7 and
8 are detached isometric views of the compo-

nent parts of the latch, and Fig. 9 is a top
plan view of a burial- C&Sket mth its lid partly -

removed. |

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

A represents the buual casket, and C the

_]1c1 thereof.

In the top of the sule walls of the easket at
proper intervals and preferably near the ends
thereof, I countersink the metallic catch-plates
a a, and firmly secure said plates in their po-
sitions by means of screws passing through
them and into the sald side walls. Inthetop
of the side walls of the casket I form recesses
r r, extending under the catch-plates a a from

the outer edge of one of the aforesaid walls

- and from the inner edge of the opposite wall.

50

In the under side of the lid C, at points eo-
“Inciding with the positions of the catch- plates
a o atoresald, I countersink the catch-plates b

218 an

l by means of SCrews passing through them and

into the lid. These latter catech-plates I pro-

vide with rigid hooks % %, which stand with
their free ends or engaﬂmg parts 1n one and

the same direction, and in such positions in
relation to the cateh- plates a a'that, by sliding

the lid horizontally and in a plane 1n range
with that of the top of the casket and to its
proper ¢losed position thereon, the hooks & A
are caused to enter the recesses » 7, and thus
interlock with the catch-plates a «, as illus-
trated 1n Fig. 4 of the drawings. The lid
thereby receives sufficient hold on the casket
to allow the latter to be lifted by its lid.

In order to facilitate the operation of ad-
justing the lid to its proper position on the
casket, 1 pivot the lid on the top of the casket
so as to swing horizontally, or in a plane in

| range with that of the top of the casket, by

providing the latter with a vertical soeket C,

preferably near one end of the side wall of

the casket, as shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings,
and to the under side of the lid, at a point cor-

responding to the position of the aforesaid
socket, 1 secure a pintle, d, which projects
downward from the 1id and is adapted to enter
the aforesaid socket.

By placing the lid horizontally upon the
casket and inserting the pintle. d into the
socket ¢, the lid becomes pivoted on the casket
so as to allow it toswing horizontally thereon,
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and by swinging the freeend of thelid laterally

off from the casket, and then horizontally back
onto the casket, the hooks /4 h of the cateh-
plates b b are caused to engage or interlock
with the catch-plates a a, as hereinbefore de-
seribed, the aforesaid pivot serving to guide
the lid in its movement toward and from the

closed posifion.

I do not limit myself to the descrlbed loca-

tion of the respective catch- -plates ¢ and b in
‘relation to the casket and its lid, as it is obvi-
ous that they may be ar ranged conversely—

t. €., the hooked plates b b may be attached to
the casket and the other catch-plates a at-
tached to the lid; but the projections of the
hooks & & on top of the casket are objection-
able. .

For the purpose of retaining the 1id in its

‘closed positionon the casket, I employ a latch

b, and rloldly fasten them in their positions | consisting of a metalllcfplate e, rigidly se
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~ of said tongue
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cured to the top of the S1de wall of the casket,
and provided with upward - projecting hps

¢ ¢ and an intermediate notch, n, along the

edge adjacent to the outer edge of the casket,
and an approximately straight spring- metal
plate, 7, secured at one end to the under side
of the lid, and lying with its free end at right

angles to the side wall of the casket and di-
rectly over the plate e, the free end of the

spring - plate f being formed with a central
tongue, ¢, and with oﬁ'sets u % at opposite sides
When the lid is closed, the
tongue ¢ projects through the notch # of the
plate ¢,and the offsets » v abut against the lips
¢ of said plate. Thetonguei{servesasa handle

by which to manipulate the said spring-plate.
The free end of the latter normally pmJects

~away from the under side of the lid, and in

S
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sliding the lid onto the casket, as herembefore
described, the Sprlncr plate f ylelds and slides

over the llps ¢ ¢ of the plate ¢, and when the

lid is in its closed position the spring-plate
automatlcally drops into engagement with the

lips ¢’ ¢ aforesaid.

Having described my nwentmn what 1
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 15—

1. A lid-fastener for burial-caskets, consist-
ing of catch-plates secured to the top of the
casket, recesses extending under sald catch-
plates from the outer edge of one wall and from
the inner edge of the opposite wall of the
casket, and catch-plates secured to the under

side of the lid, and having their engaging |

parts proj ectmg in one and the same direction
and adapted to engage the catch-plates.on the
casket, all constructed and combined to allow
the lld to slide in' a plane in range with the

plane of the top of the casket to and from 1ts :

0 closed position, substantially as set forth.

2. The combination,with the burial-casket,
of the lid pivoted to Swmg horizontally there-—
on, and catch-plates secured, resPectwely, to

| the casket and hd and adapted to mterlock

with each other in ‘the approach of the lid to
its closed position, as set forth and shown.

3. In a casket- 11d fastener, the combination
“of catch-plates secured to the top of the casket,
recesses extending under -said catch - plates
from the outer edge of one wall and from the
‘inner edge of the opposite wall of the casket,
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the lid pivoted on the casket and adapted to B

top of the casket, and catch- plates secured to
the under side of the lid, and having their en-
gaging parts projecting in one and the same
direction and adapted to engage the catch-

‘plates on the casket, substantially as described
‘and shown.

4. The’ comi)lnatlon with the burial-casket,

-of the lid pivoted to swing horizontally on sald

casket, . catch-plates secured, respectively, to

the tOp of the casket and to the under side of

the lid, and adapted to interlock with each

‘swing in a plane in range with the plane of the

s

other mmultaneously with the sliding of the 65

lid upon the casket, and a latch for retaining
the lid, in 1its closed position, substmtmll y as

descrlbed and shown.

5. In combination with the casket and its
lid, the plate e,rigidly secured to the t0p of the
casket- wall,and provided with the lips ¢ ¢ and
mtermedlate notch, », and the spring-plate f,

secured at one end 'to the lid and formed with _

the tongue ¢t and offsets v u at opposite sides
of said tongue, sm1bstant1al] y as described and
shown.

Intestimony whereof I have hereunto signed
my name and affixed my seal,"in the presence
of two attesting witnesses, at Syracuse, in the

county of Onondaga, in the State of New York 80

this 20th day of September, 1886.
| OSOAR D. BYERS.

XVltnesses .
- H. P. DL‘NISON
C. BENDIXON.

--[L. S. |
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