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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, ANcIL W. WALKER, a
citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Douglas, in the county of Allegan and
State of Michigan, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Folding Crates;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-

- tion, such as wili enable others skilled in the
1o art to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reterence being had to the accompanying
~ drawings, and to letters or figures of reference
marked thereon, which form a part eof this
- specification. R |
15 This invention relates to that class of de-
vices variously known as ‘‘folding,” ‘‘knock-
down,’” or “return’’ crates.

The object of the invention is to produce a
light inexpensive return-crate adapted to pre-
vent the shifting or withdrawal of baskets or
other packages contained within them. -

My improved crate will ‘be fully described
in this- specification and the novel features
pointed out in the claims at the elose thereof.
25  In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is

~ a perspective -view showing my improved
crate about to be closed. Fig. 2 is a similar
view of the crate folded for return. Fig. 3 is
a sectlonal view taken through the center of
the crate. * - o

The crate bottom A is composed of the end
bars ¢ «', side rails, «* and flooring-slats a®.
The floor-slats ¢* and side rails, a? consist of
comparatively light pieces, and are secured
35 rigidly to the end bars, a ¢/, by suitable means,

~sald end bars and side rails extending up a

little distance above the floor-slats and form-
ing a raised sill. | o
The crate-top B is substantially similar in
40 construction to the bottom A, except that said
top B 1s provided centrally with a Cross-har,
B', (one or more,) and ‘the end bars, b ¥/, are
rabbeted, as at ', said rabbets terminating in
a plane with the exposed face of the cross-
48 bar B/,

The crate end or end section, G, is comrposed
of two side rails or standards, ¢, connected at
their ends with the end bars, ¢’ and ¥, of the
top and bottom by pivot-bolts, ¢, as shown, a

50 brace-rail, ¢? being rigidly connected at its
ends with said standards to render the end

~ sections more rigid., C

20

20

section to the top.

The crate end or free end section D is com-
posed of .the standards ¢ and bracerail &,
sald standards being connected at their lower 53
ends to the ends of the bottom end bar, a, by
pivot-bolts ¢, and provided at their upper
ends with longitudinal notches @°, to engage
pins or studs 5°, projecting outwardly from the
top end bar, b. Upon the engagement of the 60
studs ° with the notches @° the free end section,

D, 1s to be secured to the top B by a hook and
staple, @ b’ or other well-known means. -

~The crate which I have illustrated in-the
drawings is more especially designed to facili- 63
tate the handling and transportation of fruit
and the like contained in baskets and in praec-
tice' I arrange each crate to hold a certain
number of baskets, say four or six.

The crate is unifolded to its full extent and 7o

the baskets placed side by side on -the floor-

slats ¢ in rows. The side ¢ isnow raised and

the top B tolded over, the cross-bar B and

rabbets 0 resting upon opposite sides of the
top rims of the baskets, thus holding said 75
baskets firmly between said bars B’ and rab-

"bets b* and the floor-slats «’. i

- 1 elaim— -

1. In a return-crate, the combination, sub-
stantially as before set forth, of the bottom, the 80
end sections connected thereto by pivot-bolts,
the top connected to one of the end sections by
pivot-bolts, and provided with studs arranged
to engage notches in the free end section, and
a Jocking device to secure the free end section 8s.
to the top. . B |

2. 1n-a return-crate, the combination, sub-
stantially as before set forth, of the bottom,
the end sections, the top having a cross-bar
and rabbeted end bars, and a locking device ¢o
to connect the free end section to the top.

3. The combination, substantially as before
set torth, of the bottom having projecting sills,
the top provided with a cross-bar and rab-
beted end bars, and sills projecting beyond gz
sald cross-bar and rabbets, the end sections,
and a locking device to secure the free end

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. -
| | ANCIL W. WALKER.
Witnesses: S '
L. A. PHELPS, .
CHARLES E. BIRD.
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