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T0 all whonv it may concermn:

Be it known that I, JOHN FANNON LASH, a
subject of the Queen of Great Britain, resid-
ing at the city of Toronto, in the county of
York, in the Province of Ontario, Canada,
merchant have invented an Improved Hand-
Rest, of whlc,h the following is a specification.

The object of the invention is to provide an
improved hand-rest for supporting the hand
while writing at the bottom of a page 1n a
ledger or other book; and 1t consists, essen-
tially, of a plate or board having a hole
through it, which is bordered on one of its
edges by a
against the bottom edge of the book and hold
the plate or board substantially in line with
the said bottom edge of the book, substantially

as hereinafter more particularly explained.

Figure 1 18 a view showing my improved
hand-rest placed 1n position for work.
is a detail of the hand-rest.

A represents a light plate or board, made
of wood or any other suitable materlel and
having a hole, B, init. A strip or cleat; C 18
glued or otherwise fastened to the- plate A

parallel with one of the edges of the hole B.

- The opposite edge of the hole B is bordered
by a similar strip or cleaf, similarly secured to

30

the bottom face of the plate A. In this way
the plate A is reversible. T'he cleat or strip

C shown by dotted lines butts against the |

bottom edge of the book D, while the cleat C

shown in full lines forms a projection to con-

| stitute a handle by w hl(h the support,lng plate

strip or cleat designed to butt

Fig. 2

may be adjusted. 35

As will be understood by reference to Fig.
1, a hand-rest made in accordance with my
invention may be placed across the center of
the book, enabling the writer to readily in-
scribe on that portion of theleaves of the book 40
near the bottom. It will also be seen that a
hand-rest of my construction ‘will serve as a
guide to enable a blind person to write on a
straight line. |

What I claim as my invention is— 45

1. A plate or board, A, having.a hole, B,
made in it, whereby the bottom of the page
on which it is placed may be written on through
said hole, in combination with a strip or cleat,
C, placed on the surface of the plate, substan- 50
tlally in the position and for the purpose here
inbefore described.

2. A plate or board,- A, having a hole, B,
made in it, whereby the bottom of the page

onwhichitis placed may be written on through 55

said hole, in combination with the strips or
cleats C, fized diagonally opposite to each
other on opposate sides of the hole B and of
the plate A, substantially as and for the p111

pose Speelﬁed
Toronto, May 17, 1886.

J. F. LASH.
In presence of— |

- CHARLES C. BALDWIN, °
JACK M. JACKSON.
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