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1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THOMAS P. TAYLOR, a
citizen of the United States residing at Br 1dge-
port, in the county of Fairfield and State of
Connecticut, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Corsets; and 1 do |
hereby declare the following to be afull, clear,
and exact deseription of the invention, such
as will enable others skilled in the art to which .
1t appertains to make and use the same.

- My invention relates to the manufacture of |
corsets, and has for its object to simplity and
cheapen and ab the same time to improve the ‘-

modeof lacing.

In Letters Patent No. 347,449,dated August |
17, 1886, the back stays of the corseb areshown
as_provided with eyes which project inward
from the edges thereof, the eyes being rigidly

the edges of the corset.

In certain classes of  corsets it is desirable
that the back edges should be strengthened
and stiffened by the usual bone, wires, or stays,
but at the same time that a certaii amount of
flexibility should be obtained, which is not
possible where the lacing-eyes are made inte-
gral with or rigidly attached to the stays. I
have therefore devised a construction in which
all the lacing-eyes upon each back section of
the corset are formed from a continuous strip
of wire, said strip being secured to the corset
edge insuch a manner as to permit movement
of the series of eyes independently of the stay
or of the corset edge—that 1s to say, the series
of eyes 1s formed integral and is free to turn |
In its fastenings.

In the accompanying drawings, forming |
parb of this specification, Figures 1, 2, 3, and |
4 are elevations representing the back edge of
a corset, and 1illustrating different modes in
which I hzwe carried my invention into effect.
Figs. b, 6, and 7 represent strips of wire de- |
tached there being slight modifications in the
.formation of the eyes in each figure. FIig., 8 I
iIs a cross-section of the form illustrated in
Fig, 1, and Fig. 9 is a cross-section of the
2 .

1 denotes phes of texbﬂe material of which l

the corset is formed; 2, bone- pockets, any

| stitching 3; and 4 denotes back stays or bone
wiresof any suitable construction or material,
which are placed in said pockets.

b denotes & series of lacing-eyes, the entire
series for each half-corset being formed from 55
a single continuous strip of wire. It will of

eourse be understood that the shape and size

of the eyes.and the mode of attachment to the -
corset may be varied to an almost unlimited.
extent without departing from-the spirit of 6o
my invention, the oist of which lies in mak- |
ing the eyes in continuous strips, in so attach-
ing them to the corset that they project be-
yond the edge thereof, and each series of eyes
has lateral movement independently of the
back stay.

In the form illustrated in Figs. 1 and 8 the
edge is formed by folding over the textile ma-
terial, and a stay, 4, and strip 5 of eyes are
placed 1n the pocket nearest the edge, open-
ings 6 in the textile material being made at
the edge for the eyestopassthrough. Inthis
form the eyes are made by bending the wire
outward from the straight portion, coiling it
once around, then bringing 1t into the line of 75
thestralghtportmn and continuingthestraight
portion as before, the 1nner edge of the coil
being approxim&tely inthe line of the straight -
portlon By forming the eyes in this man-
ner I am enabled to provide that the outer 8o
edges of the coils, which form the bearing-
surface for the lacing- .cord, shall be double,
while at the inner edge of the coil there isbut
a single strand of wire, thusavoiding all clum-
siness and leaving the stmp free to tuln The 85
strip is held securely in place by a line of
stitching, 7, placed between the straight por-
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tion of the stllp of wire and the back stay.

In the form illustrated in Figs. 2 and 9 the
straight portions of the strip are in line with go
the central portion or approximately the cen-
tral portion of the eyes, the inner half of the
eyes being single and the outer half double, as
in the other form, to provide greater bearing-
surface for the lacing-cord. In this form the g3
series of eyes 1s held in position by strips §,
of tape, cloth, or leather,which pasg around
the straight portlons of the wire and are held
between the double plies of textile material

5o number of which may be formed by lines of | forming the corset edge by the outer line of 100
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stltchlng, 3 A line of stltchmg, 7, holds the | set, but are left f1ee to turn mdependently of 30
series of eyes in place, as in the form shown the staysto give greater flexibility at the back
in Fig. 1. of the corset.
~ The form shown in Fig. 3 is subsbantlally 2. The combination, with the back sections
s like that in Fig. 1, except that the line of | of a corset and stays or bone wires stitched
stitching 7 is dlspensed with and the series of | therein, of continuous series of lacing-eyes 35
eyes 18 secured to the back stay by wrapping | which prQ] ect outward beyond the edges of -
the straight portion with fine wire 9, which | corset, and means (for example, Wrapplngs 9)
holds the series of eyes firmly to the stay, but whereby the series of eyes are secured within
- 10 at the same time permits it to tmn 1ndepend | said back sections, but are left free to turn in-
entljr thereof. dependently of the stays, as and for the pur- 40
The {form illustrated in Flfr 4 15 the same as | pose set forth. |
that in Fig. 3, except that the back stay, the 3. The combination, with the back sections
series Or stup of eyes, and the securing-wire | of a corset and stays or bone wires stitched
15 9 are wrapped w 1th a la.yer 10, of paper or | therein, of contintous series of lacing - eyes,
textile material. formed double at the portion constituting the 45
In Figs. 5,6, and 7 I have illustrated other bearing-surface for the lacing-cord and pro-
forms of eyes made from. a continuous strip | jecting ontward beyond the edges of the corset,
of wire, in which the bearing-surface for the | and means (for example, wrappings 9) whereby
20 lacing-eye consists of a smcrle strand only of | the series of eyes are secured to the stays, but
wire. Theforms, however, in which the bear- | are left free to turn 1ndependent1y thereof so
-ing-surface is doubled are deemed preferable. | within the edges of the corset.
Having thus desc,rlbed my 1lanvention, I In testlmeny whereof I affix my SIgnaturem

e]alm—-— | | | presence of two witnesses. .

25 . The combination, with the back sections ~ . r

o of a corset and bone wires secured within said | THOMAS P. T AY_LOR'
sections,of continuous integral series oflacing- [  Witnesses: )
eyes, also secured within said sections, which |- A, M. WOOSTER,

- project outward beyond the edges of the cor- | C. E. RUGGLES.
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