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To all whom it may concerm.:

Be it known that I, JAMES I'IELD, a British
subject, residing at Russell’s IFlat,. Malvern
Canterbury, New Zealand, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Impr ovements in Writing- |
Slates, of which the following is a 3pecmca
tion.

This invention relates to an Improvement in
slates of the class which have knife-blades for
sharpening pencils fixed in their frames.

In accordance with my improvement a re-
cess 1n the form of the knife- blade 18 made n

into Whlch theedgeofthe slate- slab 1sreceived.
The knife 1s narrower than the width of the
frame, and the portion of the edge of the knife

required for use is exposed by notching away |

the frame on the outer side until the recessin
which the knife 1s deposited is reached. The
outer notch is shorter than that containing the
knife. The portion of the edge within the
notch 1s exposed sufficiently to cld]]‘llt the poing
of a pencil being sharpened thereon. In this
way the knife- bla,de 18 easily and conveniently
fixed, and 1ts edge is shielded, so that the
hands of the user cannot be inj ured by it.

In order that my said invention may be most
fully understood and readily carried into ef-
fect, I will proceed to describe the drawings

Figure 1 is a plan of a-slate with a knife- |

blade combined with it in accordance with my
invention. Fig. 2isan edge view of the same.

Fig. 3 shows the knife-blade separately; and
Fig. 4 shows the top rail of the frame, which
18 1ecessed to receive the knife-blade.

The inner noteh or knife-containing recess
(marked A) consists of a deepening of the

‘groove or rabbet B at the inner edge of the

Elll into which the edge of the slate slab 1is
recewed
C is the shorter notch on the outer side of the
rall, which intersects the inner noteh, A, to
expose the knife-edge.
D 1s the knife- blade, and E KEarepinsdriven
into the frame beneath the inner edge of the

knife-blade, to keep the blade in place.

Having now particularly deseribed and as-

certained the nature of my said Invention and -

in what manner the same is to be perfor med,
I declare that what I claim is—
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The combination, with the slate-frame hav-

ing the inner notch A, formed by deepening
the rabbet B, into Whl@h the edge of the slate-
slab is 1ecelved and the shorter outer noteh,
C, extending mw&rd from the outer edge of
the rail and intersecting the inner noteh A,
of the knife-blade D, ﬁxed in the inner noteh
with a portion of its edﬂ'e exposed by the outer
noteh, as and for the purpose set forth.
JAMES FIELD.
Witnesses:
J. F. WARD, i
U. 8. Consular Agent.
W. CHARTERS,
Clerk.
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