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ﬁp]}hmtmu fi’ E‘ﬂ October 5

, 18806, Serlﬂ No. 915,304,

{No model.)

To all wlony it may concerm:

Be i1t known that I, EDWARD J. BROOKS, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
East Orange, in the State of New Jerscy, have

5 invented a new and useful Improvement in
Safety-Cases for Money-Packages, &e., of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to means for inclosing
or enveloping and sealing up money, valuable

10 papers, and the like for safe transmission.by

express or by mail. |
It consists in a novel substitute for the en-
velopes and wax seals now commonly used,
- the same embodying certain peculiar features
15 of construction and new combinations of parts,
as hereinafter set forth and claimed. -

The objects of this invention are, first, to
limit to a single one the openable seams or
joints of the ‘“case’ 1n which the money or

20 other valuable is inclosed, and to securely
guard this joint by a seal or seals which must
be broken or destroyed in order to detach them
or to unfasten the case; secondly, to fasten
such single joint by an automatic fastening de-

25 vice so guarded; thirdly, to so fasten the case

by an automatic fastening device having its
spring-catch located behind the plane of the
exterior of the case to a sufficient extent to
prevent access thereto for tampering with it;
fourthly, to so fasten the caseand by the same
means to securely fasten 1n place an address-
tag; fifthly, to attach the parts of the fasten-
ing devices by rivetsor the like, if desired, in
such a way as to preclude sawing through or
35 drilling out such attaching devices; and,
Sl:‘ithlj, to malke such a case of cast metal SO
as to be very thin and light and at the sq,me
time readily cast and of the requisite strength.
Three sheets of drawings accompany this
specification as part ther eof
Figure 1 of these drawings, Sheet 1, is a

front view of the separated parts of a “satety 77

package-case, illustrating the several features
of this invention. ¥ig. "2 is a front view of
the same case closed, sealed, and labeled.

30
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45

Fig. 3 represents a section on the line 3 3, Iig.

2. Fig. 4 represents a like section of a modi-
fied case; and Fig. 4*representsa fragmentary
section in a like plane, illustrating another
- Fig. b, Sheet 2, is a front view

- 50. modification.

1 of another modified case, lllustlatlng the same

invention in part. Kig. 6 represents a section
on the line 6 6, IIig. 5. Fig. 7 is an end view
of said modified ecase, and Fig.-S is a front view
of a right-hand part, representing a series, in- sg
terchangeable with the right-hand part shown .
in Figs. 5 and 6. Fig. 9, Sheet 3, is a per-
spective view of theseparated parts of another
case, illustrating the same invention in part.
IFig. 10 1s a small-scale face view of the same
case closed, sealed, and labeled. Fig. 11 rep-
resents a Sectiou of the same in the plane in-
dicated at 1 1, Fig. 10, on a larger scale; and
Fig. 12 1eplesents a frag gmentary section in &
like plane, 1illustrating &nothel modification. 65

Like letters of reference indicate  corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.

This safety package-case in each of said ex-
amples thereof comprises an ‘‘ envelope’’ box
or case proper consisting of two ‘‘seamless?’ 7¢
parts, A B, each open 2t one end only, and
adapted to slide one into the other, so as to
form a single strong lap-joint, J, when the case
is closed. (See Figs. 2, 3, 4, 4% 5,6, 7, 10, 11,
and 12.) An. automatic fastemnn device for 75
said joint comprises two main p*uts E If, in-
separably attached to the respective case parts
A B, and adapted to telescope when the case
18 closed A spring-catch, O, in said part L,

coacting with a hole, D, in s"u{l part I, auto

matlcally fastens the device when the case is.
closed. A recess, R, in the face of said part
I7, &CCODJIHOG‘lteSEL“DhSS” seal, S, and locates
it in front of the catch C when the case 18
closed, while a smaller opening, O, in the face
of Sfud part K, CXPOSeS the fastened seal to
view, and permlts it to be broken and re-
moved to unfasten the case by pushing back
said catch. In most of the forms a movable
mask, M, connected with sald part L, nor-
mally closes said opening O, so as to protect
the seal 5 against being rwcldentfﬂly broken.
It is shown in effective position in Figs. 2and
3, in full lines in Fig. 5, &e. By “‘retracting?’’
said mask, or moving it aside, as represented
by arrow in Iigs. 2 and 10 and by dotted lines
in Figs. b and 12 access 1s had to the seal for
mﬂspec,tlng and br eaking it. The mask 18
shown 1et1_acted in Kigs. 1 and 9.

In the species represented by Figs. 1, 2J and 1Qg
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3 the case parts A Bare of cast metal—such as |

malleable cast-iron or steel or brass—and are
made very thin,except where they are strength-
ened by externa,l ribs, #, which facilitates the

Hlow of the metal throughout the mold, and |

may be subsequently ground down to mini-
mum thickness, so that there shall be no sur-
plus weight. The corners of the case parts
are all rounded, so as to prevent opening and
reclosing any of them without so marring the
case as to 1nsure detection. The part A ispro-
vided with a socket, ¥y, 1n which the fastening
part Il is Inseparably attached by rivets, in-
tegral with its shell, passing through the back

of sald socket and heéeaded inside the case.

The fastening part F is correspondingly at-
tached to the case part B by inwardly-project-
ing rivets within a socket, 2. The catch C has
a blade-spring, as clearly shown in Fig. 3, and
15 located behind the seal and inside of the
plane of the exterior of the case. The mask

M slides transversely, its complete withdrawal

- being prevented by a stop-pin, w; and it may

25

be held in its different positions by springing
the mask itself, so as to produce sufficient
friction. A stud- -pin, v, within said part E

- and a recessed portion, w, of said part I adapt

30

the closed fastening to securely attach a label-
1ing-tag, T,- tearing the address of the con-
signee, for example; and provision is made
for applying a supplemental shackle-seal, &7,
Fig. 3—such as alead and wire seal——so that an

_express company, for example, may apply its

35

40

15

own seal after the package has been sealed up
by the consignor. The means for applying
such seal consist of a perforated lug, ¢, on one
of the case parts A B at the joint J, and a re-
cessed lug, s, on the other case part embmcmw
said lug and correspondingly perforated for
the 1eeept10n of the shackle of the seal.

In the modification represented by Fig. 4 |

the fastening part E of the fastening device is
wholly sunk within a socket, y, in the case
part B, so as to be flush with the 011t61‘ surface
of the latter for additional protection of the

‘spring-cateh C within the same, and the fast-

ening part IY is attached to the inside of the
case part A, its attaching-rivets being masked

. within the Jomt J When the case is closed, as

50

55

seen In the figure. The seal S is thus located
behind the onter surface of the case,which may
render any mask, M, Figs. 1, 2, 3, &c., un-
necessary, and the exposed seal itself, with or
without marks on the case parts A B, may in-
dicate the consignee without the tan' T, Figs.
2 and 3.

In the modification represented by I"w 4F
equivalents of said sockets y z, Figs. 1, 2, and3
to assist in holding the fastening palts L) F
and to prevent sawing through the attaehmg
rivets, are formed by external ribs, r ¢, cast

~ or molded on the respective case parts A B,

S0 as to be integral therewith. - The rwets

which attach both fastening parts are integral
with their backs, so as to headed inside “the
case,

In the species represented by Figs. 5 to 8

7 1

inclusive, cast or molded case parts A B have
fastemng parts K I! integral therewith. The
spring-catch C within said part 14 1s a sliding
bolt projected by a spiral spring, and a centr al

catch-hole, D, in said part F coincides there-
with., A lonﬂltudmally sliding mask, M, Is

employed, and a Supplemental spring- ca,tch
P, similar to said catch C, is provided within
an extension of the housmn* I to retain said

mask in its effective pOSlthll the mask having

70
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a struck-up socket, o, to coact with said catch |

p; and the 1*espective case parts A B are fur-
ther provided with suitable distinguishing-
marks-—as lettering and numbers n m [ k—cast

0

or molded thereon,which in the example take

the place of the tag T, Figs. 2 and 3, and with
the aid of inter chﬂnﬂ*e&ble parts, as % Hig. 8§,
may furnish the sh:tppmn -cases of banks and
like establishments with permanent ecombina-
tion-marks in a superior manner. One of the
relatively- expensive case parts A, provided
with the housing E of the fdstenmg, its catch
C, and mask M,would thus be used in conneec-
t101:1 with a serles of inter chqngeable compan-
ion parts, B° K,

In the species represented by figs. 9, 10,

and 11 the seamless case parts A B are of
thin sheet metal, formed by stamping halves

of each into shape and inseperably uniting the
pleces of brazed joints, as indicated in Fig. 9.
The spring-cateh C and catch-hole D are hhe
those first described, for example. The fast-
ening parts K F are constructed with marginal
flanges /2 ¢, which are soldered or bla,zed to
the case parts inside of the latter, holes f ¢ be-
ing cut 1n the case parts, thr ouﬂ*h which the
bodies of the respective fastemncr parts pro-
ject. Outside of the case proper the respective
fastening parts are provided with the pin and
recess v # of those first deseribed, by which a
labelmg tag, T, is attached, and the mask M
is attached to the face of the housing E by a
pivotal. rwet d, and fastened by catch-inden-
tations ¢ ¢’ in I:he mask and housing.

_In the modification represented by I‘w- 12

Qo

03

100

ITO

the fastening parts It F project wholly within - .

the case. The said tag-attaching devices are
omitted, and the mask M is attached by a hinge,
b, and fastened by a distincet spring-catch, .
Othermse sald fastening parts E If, with the
case parts A B, to which they are attached,
may be like those shown in Ifigs. 9 to 11, for
example. Theyare so replesented

I have described in detail a case, Figs. 1 to

[15

120

3, embodying all the features of my present in- .

Ventmn as hereinafter claimed, and the prin-
cipal- modlﬁeatlons thereof which have oc-
curred to me. Other similar modifications
within the scope of myseveral claims will sug-

| gest themselves to those skilled in the manu-

facture of such articles. 1 propose making
the case proper of any suitable sizes, shapes,
and materials, including sheet metal ““spun?’

r ““turned,’”’ as well as stamped and brazed,

'and the catches and seals may be of any ap

proved make.
Having thus described my sald improvement

125
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354,459

‘insafety-casesfor money-packages,&c., 1 claim l
as my invention and desire to patent under
this specification—- |
1. Asafety-case for money-packagesand the
like, comprising twoseamless case parts fitting j
one within the other to formasingle transverse ‘
lap-joint, and provided at said joint with a
seal or seals whichmustbebroken or destroyed
to open the case, substantially as hereinspeci-
fied. |
2. The combination, in a safety-case, of two
seamless case parts fitting one within the other ;
to form a lap-joint, and provided at said joint
with télescoping fastening parts,one of which
contains a spring-cateh, and a seal which must
be broken or destroyed to obtain acecess to the
fastened cateh,substantiallyashereinspecitied.
3. The combination,with two seamless case
parts fitting one within the other to form a lap-
20 joint;of two telescoping fastening parts insep-
arably attached to the respective case parts at
said joint, and provided, respectively, with a
spring-catech for automatically - fastening the |
case,and a face-recess containing a glass seal,
the housing part,which admits the latter and
contains said cateh being attached within a
‘socketinthe case part, so as to locate said catch |
behind the sealinside of the plane of the exte-
rior of the case, substantially as herein speci- |

30 fied. | | | i

IO

3 .

4. The combination,with two seamless case
parts fitting one withinthe other to formalap-
joint,of two telescoping fastening parts 1nsep-

arably attached to the respective case parts at

said joint,one of thelatter being provided with 35
a spring-catch and a stud-pin and the other -
with a catch-hole, a face recess to contain a
olass seal, and a recessed portion which coacts
with said stud-pin to attach a labeling-tag,
substantially as herein specified.

5. The combination of two seamless case parts
fitting one within the other to form a lap-] olnt,
and provided at said joint with a pair of fast:
ening parts inseparably attached to the respect-
ive case parts bystud-rivets or the like,which ¢5
are masked, substantially as herein specified,
for the purpose seb forth. o

6. In asafety-case for money-packages and
the like, a case proper consisting of two seam-
less case parts of very thin cast metal provided 5
with a net-work of external ribs,which facili-
tates the flow of the metal in the mold, and
may be subsequently ground down to a mini-
mum thickness, so that there shall be no sur-
plus weight, substantially as herein specified.

EDWARD J. BROOKS.

40

Witnesses:
HexrY L. C. WEULS,
L. F. HOVEY.
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