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- To all whom it may concern:

UnrTeEp StaTEs PATENT OFFICE.

 DANIEL B. WESSON, OF SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS

° TELOADING CARTRIDGE-PACK.

SPEJCEIC.&TION forming part of Lietters Patent No. 354,454 dated December 14,:1886.
| " ~ Application filed August 4, 1886. Serial No. 209,004, " (No model.)

Be it known that I, DANIEL B. WESSON, a

- citizen of the United States,residing at Spring-
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field, in the county of Hampden and State of
Massachusetts, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Reloading Cartridge-Packs

“for Fire-Arms, of which the following is a

specification. S
-~ This invention relates to improved means
for arranging a suitable number of eartridges
together for reloading the cylinder of revolv-
ing fire-arms, in what I term a ‘‘reloading-

pack,”’ the object being 1o securc S1X car- |

tridges (more or less) in a group, and in posi-
tions identical to those which they assume
when placed in one of said cylinders, which
group is united by a casing which permits of
their safe and convenient transportation, but
which becowes disconnected from the- car-
tridges and falls away therefrom by the act of
placing the latter in thecylinder of the arm.
In the drawings forming part of this speci-

fication, Figure 1 i3 a perspective view of a
“eartridge-belt having connected therewith re-
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loading-packs constructed according tomy in- |

vention, one of said packs being shown re-
moved from said belt, thereby illustrating the-
pack-block on the latter, which receives the
points of the group of cartridges. Fig. 2 is a
side elevation of a portion of one of said re-
loading-packs. Fig. 31s a side elevation of

~ the eylinder of 2 revolving fire-arm, and of 2
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- 6, form a cgirenlar case,
is formed a chamber, 4, to recelve the heads

portion of one of the reiozding-packs,showing
cartridges thevein partially inserted in said
¢ylinder. Fig. 4 is a transverse section of the
casing of one of said reloading-packs on line
z z, Fig. 3. TFig. 513 a front eievation of one
of the said packs. Fig. € is a front elevation
of the pack-casing, including its cutter-plug.
Fig. 7 is a perspective view of said plag. Fig.-
8 is a perspective view of & segment of said
casihg. o e

In the drawings, 8 3 3 3 indicate segments
of a casing, of wood preferably, but which may
be made of any other suitable material, whieh
‘segments, when united, as in Figs. 1, 4, 5, and

in one side of which

{ 4have
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| eutters, 12, consisting of - narrow Strips of

shown in Fig. 8,and the |

the opposite
the said groove he
recesses 6 in the segments 3, and consequently

‘into the
projecting

formed therein, vertically to the plane
of the bottom of the latter, as many circular

recesses 6 as is the number of cartridges that

are to be placed therein,and the circular forms 55

of said recesses correspond to that of the shells
of said cartridges. At the lower ends of said

recesses is formed a groove, 7, in which enter

the rims of the heads of the cartridges, and
whereby the latter are permitted to stand 60

closely against the face of sald recesses, and

said rims thereby become so engaged with the
said casing
the segments 3 thereof are held together and
the cutter-plug 8 remains in the casing, as
hereinafter set forth. A circular socket 18

that they cannot drop out while

made in the center of the chamber 4 in the

t, 10, of whose wall 18
‘ iameter of said’socket;
isthe same as that of the head 9 of the cuiter-
plug 8, said head 9 being of sufficient length
to project. above the bottom of said chamber
4, while its lower-end engages in said socket,
as shown in Fig. 2, said plug being held in the
position shown in said figure when the pack
is completed, by the means hereinafter de-
seribed, by which the several segments of the
casing are united together and retained in the
position indicated in Figs. 1 and 5; and when
the cartridges are in the position shownin the

said_casing, a segmen

against the head 9 of said cutter-plug, whereby
side of the rim is held within
7 at the bottom of the circular

the cartridges cannot drop out of the casing
while.the segments remain secured together.
It will be seen by reference to Figs. 2 and
3 that when the cutter-plug occupies the posi-
tion there shown there is room at the base of
the socket in which it is held to permit if to
be moved endwise still farther into the latter.
Said cutter-plug is provided with a series of

sheet-steel, having their edges sharpened, let

e end of the plug,and having their ends
from said head at four points, &8
of the segments

shown. The meeting edges

3 are slightly.cut away ab 13, Fig. 5, to adinif
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Jatter figure in the casing their rims rest
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the projecting ends of said cutters between the 100

-segments, as shown in Fig. 0, when _thp plug
is in position 1n the case. Kach of said seg-

~ of such a namber of cartridges, 5, as the pack
g0 may embrace, the number shown in the draw-
ings being six. The borders of said chamber
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transverse perforations, 14, which cross each
other and coincide in position in the several
segments, as shown in Fig, 4; and for the pur-
pose of securing said segmente together alter
the cartridges have been inclosed therein, a
strong cord is drawn tightly through said per-
forations 14, which cords are indicated in
Figs. 3 and 4 by 15 and they cross each other,
as dbove set forth.

It will be seen in I‘lgb._ and 3 fhat with
the cutter-plug in the position above described,

‘)

atend

with 1ts head between the group of cartridges,-

it holds the cutters 12 directly over said cords
15, so that an endwise movement of said plug,
which shall drive the latter farther into its
socket in the casing, must carry the edges of.
sald cutters against the cords 15, cutting them
off, and so separating the segments 3 thatthey
are free to fall away from the group of car-
tridges. The base of the chamber 4 in said

casing is provided with a series of shallow
cireular pelfomtlons, 16, over which the
primers in the heads of the cartridges are:

brought when the latter are placed in the cas-
ing, thereby obviating any pressure upon the

- primersintransportation, and preventin g acel-
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dental explosions of the eeme |

For the purposes of convenient transporta-
tion, and for carrying sald reloading-packs
about the person without danger of displacing
gither the cartridges or the segments of the
casing inclosing the latter, a block, 17, of any
convenient form, 1s provided, having in the
end thereof a series of sockets, as shown, to
receive the bullet ends of the cartridges of the
pack and hold the latter, with the casing up-
ward, in a convenient p051t10n to be grasped
by the fingers, a8 indicated in Fig. 1. Said
block 17, is prowded with a central perfora-
tion, 18, which thesmall end of the cutter-plng 8
enters then the pack is carried on said bleck.
In IFig. 1, 19 indicates a suitable belt, to which
are secured, in any suitable manner, the said

45 blocks 17, in which the said reloading-packs
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may be conveniently carried, said belt indi-
cating only one of many devices that may be
convementl} employed for the purpose above
specified.

The operation of loading a revolving fire-
arm by the use of the within-described re-

loading-pack is as follows: The cylinder 20,

Fig. 3, represents substantially the cylmder
of a metol having on one end the usual ratchet-
projection, 21. “When the pistol requires re-
toading, it is, opened in the usual manner,
thereby eJ(,etmg the empty shells and expos-
ing the rear end of the eylinder in a conven-
ient position to receive a charge of cartridges.
The pistol being held in one hand, one of the
reloading-packs (shown on the belt 19, or car-
ried elsewhere) is grasped by the ﬁngers of
the other hand, taken from the block 17 and
carried over the end of said cylinder, and the

cartridges contained in said pack are inserted |

in the chamhels of the latter, as shown in

I‘Jg 3, and in moving the cartudges inward, 1

[

of a group of cartridges, a

of the casing is provided with two ] by pushing the pack toward the cylinder, the
end of the cutter-plug, as shown in said Fig.

3, i8 brought against the end of the ratchet 70

21 on the cylinder, and is thereby caused to
slide rearwardly within the casiug, thereby
forcing the edges of the cutters 12 against
the binding-cords 15 and cutting them all off
simultaneously, thus detaching the casing-

segments 3, and leaving them together with
the cutter- plug, free to drop awey from the
cartridges.
hand of the operator against the heads of the
cartridges (provided they do not drop into

the cylmder by gravity) completes the opera-

tion of loading the arm. The latter being then
closed is ready to be fired, as usunal.
The slight cost of the wooden segments

| forming the casing of the reloading- pa,ek to-

gether with the cutter-plug, ma,kee it unde-

sirable to save them after  they have once

served their purpose, as above set forth; but

said parts may, if eenvemenb be eolleeted

and reused. :
What I claim as my nwentmn is—

1. A reloading-pack for fire-arms, consisting

of a group of cartridges, a casinn* inclosing
one end of said group, conslstmg/of detachable

segments united by severable connections, and

cutting devices, substantially as described, for
severing said connectwn , operated by the act
of placing said. ca,rtmdges in the fire-arm, sub-
stantially as set forth.

2. ‘A reloading-pack for fire- -arms, conmstmg
a casing inclosing
one end .of said group, consisting of detachable
segments united by severable connections,
having a chamber therein to receive the heads
of said cartridges, provided with a groove
around its border in which the rims of said
heads engage, and. having a central socket

| therein, and a cutter-plug eapable of an end-
wise movement in said socket, having cutters

thereon extending between said segments and
acrosssaidsevera ble con nections, substantially

as sef forth.

3. A reloading-pack for fire-arms, consisting

of a group of certrldgee casing inclosing

one end of said group, consisting of detachable

segments united by severable connections, .
having a chamber therein toreceive the hea,ds

The Smmle movenient of the
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of said cartridges, provided with a groove

around its border in which the rims of said
heads engage, and having a central socket

therem, and a cutter-plug capable of an end-

wise movement in said socket, having cutters
thereon extending between eald segments and
across said severable conneetmns, combined
with a transportation-block for said pack pro-
vided with perforations to receive the ex-
posed ends of said group of cartridges, and a
central pecforation opposite the end of sald
cutter block, eubsta,ntlelly as set forth.

DANIEL B. \VE%SON

Wltnesses |
W H. CIIAPIW,
G. M. CHAMBERLAIN.
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