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To all whom it may concermn:

Be 1t known that I, HENRY C. TrIPP, of Au-
burn, in the counnty of Cayuga, in the State of
New York, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in folding Screens, of which the
following, taken in connection with the accom-
panylng drawings, is a full, clear, and exact
description. SO

1his invention consists in a novel construe-
tion of a screen which is capable of automatic-
aily folding into 2 neat and compaet manner
and adapted to be readily distended and placed
1 position for use, allashereinaftermore fully
described, and specifically set forth in the
claims. | .

The invention is fully illustrated in the an-
nexed drawings, wherein Figure 1is an eleva-
tion of the screen in its distended position and
with 1ts supporting-standard shown in a ver-
tical section to illustrate its detail construe-
{ion and the devices connected to the interior
thercof. Iig. 2 isan elevation showing the
sereen in its folded position. Figs. 3 and 4
are elevations and vertical sectional views of
modifications of my invention, and Fig. 5isan
enlarged view of the parts shown in left-hand
portion of Iig. 1. | |

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. | |

H represents the folding screen, which may
be composed either of textile fabric or of any
othersuitable material adapted forthe purpose.

A represents the supporting-standard of the
screen, whieh standard is composed of a tube
stepped in asocket in the top of the base A’, or
otherwise detachably connected therewith,and
sustalned in an upright position thereon.

To the top of the standard A is detachably

connected a cap, I, to the under side of which
18 rigidly attached a pendentshaft or spindle,
b, which is extended lengthwise the interior
of the standard A. On the spindle b is jour-
naled a sleeve, B, to the lower end of which is
rigidly secured a nut, N, which turnsonascrew,
3, rigidly attached to the base A’ at the center
of the standard A. The screen H is attached
at one end to the side of the standard, and
lengthwise the screen are extended cords C C,
ranning through rings or loops # #, attached at
proper intervals to thesereen. The cordsare

attached at one of their ends to the free end
of the screen, and their opposite ends pass |

I—mri— .

through ﬁportu res in the side of the standard
A and areattached to the sleeve B,upon which

they are automatically wound, and thus held 53
normally in a retracted position by the resili- -

ence of a spiral spring, I, coiled around the

spindle b, and connected at one end to said spin-

dle and at the opposite end to thesleeve. The

cords C C may thus be said to be yieldingly 60

connected with the standard A. The spring I
18 wound 1n such a direction as to cause 1t to
become wound up and tightened by the revo-

't lation of the sleeve B incident to the draft of

the cords C C when drawing the sereen-out to 65 '

a distended position, as represented in Figs. 1
and 5 of thedrawings, and when the sald cords
are relieved of the aforesaid draft they become

wound upon the sleeve B, which 18 rotated by

the resilience of the spring.
To retain the sereen-in its distended position

o

and support the free end thereof in an erect

position, I attach to the free end thereof a sup-
porting-bar, D, which may be connected by
hooks or other suitable fastenings to a wall or
other suitable and convenient object, either
detachably or permanently, as may be desired.
To fold the screen, either the supporting-bar

1 D is to be detached from the wall andallowed

to be drawn toward the standard by the auto-
matically-retracting cords C C or the standard
A. 18 to be moved to the wall to allow the re-
tracting-cords to fold the screen. During the

rotation of thesleeve Bin winding up the cords

C O the nut N travels upward on the screw 3,

and, thereby raises the sleeve B, soas to cause

the cords to wind spirally upon the sleeve, and
thus prevent the cords from filling the sleeve.

The standard A may be divided longitudi-
nally, and the spindle 6 and spring-actuated
sleeve B and one end of the screen connected
to one section of said standard and the oppo-

site end of the screen connected to the other

section, which serves the function of the sup-
porting-bar D, as illustrated in Fig. 3 of the
drawings. I do not, however, limit myself to
the use of thedescribed spring-actuated sleeve,
masmuch as the cords C can be otherwise yield-
ingly connected with the standard and held
normally. contracted thereat.
cation of such modificationis illustratedin Fig.
4 of the drawings, in which a single cord, C, is
conntected to the upper portion of the screen
H and made to run over a sheave, ¢, at the up-
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per part of the inside of the standard -A, and |

around a weighted traveling sheave, ¢/, in the

- lower part of the standard, and then extended

1O

23

to the upper part of the standard and firmly
secured thereat, the weighted sheave ¢ serv-
ing to draw in the cord €, and thus automatic-
ally fold the screen.

Having described my invention,what I claim
as new, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18—

1 The combination of a Standfmd a folding
screen connected at one end tosaid st‘mdud a

cord or ecords attached at one end to the free

end of said screen, and yieldingly connected at
the opposite end to the standard and held nor-
mally retracted thereat, and a bar on thefree
cnd of the sereen for supporting the same in an
erect position, as set forth.

2. The combination of the tubular standard

A, the spring-actuatedsleeve B, pivoted in said
standfud the folding screen H, connected at |

one end t0 the stfmdfm‘l and the cords C C,

connected at opposite ends to the free end o_f -

the screen and to the sleeve B, substantially as
described and shown.

3. The combination of the tubular stmudm d

A, the screw S in sald standard, the pivoted
Sprmg actuated sleeve B, ptowded with the
nut N, turning on said screw, the foldingscreen
30 H, connected at one end to the Sb&ﬂd&-fd, and
the cords C C, connected at opposite ends to

I

]

354,450

the free end of the sereen and to the sleeve B,
substantially as deseribed and shown.,

4. The combination of the tubular standard
A, the spring actuated sleeve B, pivoted in
said standard, the folding screen H, connected
at one end to thestandard, the supporting-bar
D, connected to the iree end of the sereen, and
the cords C C, connected at opposite ends to
the free end of the screen and to the sleeve B,
snbstantially as described and shown.

5. In combination with the screen H aud'

cords C C, the base A’, tubular standard A,
mounted on said base, the screw S, fixed to the
base in the center of the standard the cap F,
Splndle b, attached to said cap, the sleeve B
jour na,]f,d on sald spindle and having the eords
C C connected to it the nut N, attached to the
sleeve and tur mnn on the screw S, and the
spring I, attached at opposite ends respect-
1vely, 1:0 the spindle 6 and sleeve B, substan-
t1ally as specified and shown.

In testimony whereof I have hereuntosigned

my name and affixed my seal, in the presence
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- of two attesting witnesses, at Auburn, in the 35

county of Cayuga, in the State of New York,
thls 1st day of T \I‘Ly 1%36.

HENRY C. TRIPP. L. S]

Witnesses:
Lyman E. W’ARREN
(‘ASPER FENNER.
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