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(No model,)

To all whom it may corceri
‘Be it known that I, Apad E. RANCK, a citi-

- zen of the United States residing at New Hol-
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land, in the county of Lqucaster and State of
Pennsylvama have invented certain Improve-

meunts in Grave-Vaults, of which the following
is a specificadion.

My invention relates to dewee& for receiving
and protecting coffins and buriai-caskets and
protecting them against water and rapid de-
cay; and the objects of my improvements are

to provide a durable and strong substitute for |

the rough boxes and brick or cement vaults
now so generally employed, to make them 8o
as to be easily transported and readily put to-
gether upon reaching the place of burial, and

to construet them so that the length may be

varied to aecommodate them to th{, various
lengths of coffins.

My vaull may be constructed of metal, hy-
draulic cement, or terra-cotta, (though I pre-
fer iron eastings,) and is composed of plates or
slabs secured together so as to be perfectly
water-tight, and is divided into sections at the
center 1n 511(3]1 a way that the length can be
varied, as hereinafter described.

I aecomphﬁh the objeects of my invention in
the manner illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Flﬂ‘ure 1 is a perspective view of one of my
vaults, Fig. 2, a plan view of the same with
the top or hd removed; Fig. 3, a cross-section
through x 2 of Fig. 1.

The general shape of my vault is that of an
{}rdma,ly coffin, the sides, top, boltom, end,
and angles bel ncr formed of separate plates all
but the top and bobtom plates of which are
constructed with lap-joints, by which they are
connected, as shown at «, while the top and
bottom plates are joined w1th the others by
means of a flange and lap-joint, as shown at c.
The side, bottom, and top plates, A, I3, and C,
are divided at the center, and the inner ends
are made with lap-joints b, of such length that
the length of the vault can be varied from one
foot to fourteen inches. 1t 18 not necessary

that the width or proportions other than the
length should vary, as there are three general
sizes—those for children, half-grown persons, |

|

and adualts—which afford sufficient difference 5o
in the other dimensions. The various plates
are fastened together by bolts, the holes for all
of which can be prepared before the vaults are

put in stock so that when one is ordered for

use the only holes to be cut are those for the xg
bolts which connect the sections and regulate
the length. All the joints are packed with
rubber, cement, or paint where the plates are
fastened tog ethe1, so as to exclude ;Lll water or
moisture.

"As will be readily understood from the de-
scription, these vaults are rendered peculiarly
easy of transportation by reason of the nuni-
ber of parts into which they are divided, and
while having the advantage of being water-
tight and durable, thus being superior fo the

old wooden rough box, by the ability to keep
them in stock they save the tiine necessary to
construct vaults of brick or cement and econo-
mize space and digging. |

I know that there have been section-vaults |
the length of which can be varied by increas-
ing or 'diminishimg the number of sections; but
I do not know of any the length of which can
be regulated without altering the namber of 75
pieces employed in their constr uction. L do
not, therefore, broadly claim a vault made va-
riable in its leno‘th but

What 1do claim as my invention, and desue
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

A portable and adj astable buual vault
formed of sections connected by means of lap-
joints, the said sections being constructed of
separate plates for forming the top, bottom,
~sides, and angles, the 10ncr1tudmal and angle 83
plates being connected hy lap-joints, said la,p
joints having a series of holes whereby adjust-
ment of the sections can be made, the said side
and angle plates also having lap-joints by
which they are secured to ﬂanges projecting go
from the inner faces of the top and bottom plates

for that purpose, as herein more fully specl-
fied.
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ADAM E. RANCK.

Witnesses:
D. W. GERHARD,
I. BUSHONG.
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