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1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, STEPHEN R. PAY, of
Peoria, in the county of Peoria, State of T1li-
nois, have mvented an Improved Plaque-
Ease] and 1 do hereby declare that the fol-
lewmﬂ i a full, clear, and exact description
thereof.

The object of this 1nventmn 1S the construe-

tion of an improved easel or holder for plaques

and similar circular ornamented articles.

The essential elements of my plaque-easel
consist of a base, a prop, a back, and a clamp,
constructed and combined in the followmg
manner.

In the dmmnﬂs which form a part of thls
specification, I‘Jnme 1 represents a frount ele-
vation of my plaque easel with a plaqueheld
thereby. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the
easel with the crescent portion of the base re-
moved; I‘Jg 3, a perspective view of said cres-
a, side elevation of the easel.

The base con51sts of the base portion proper,
A, and the crescent E, attached thereto and
pmnded with a circular receiving-edge for
supporting the plaque. The base portion A,
which I term the ‘‘standard,’ is given legs A
The back B, I usually form from 2 smulelength
of wire bent into the oval curve shown, and

- having its ends B’ inserted into sockets ¢ in
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the standard A, or into sockets formed on the
plate C, pivoted to said standard. The object
of this pivoted plate C is, that the back B can

‘be turned down behind the standard A for

compactness 1n packing. If desired, theends
B’ of the back B can be soldered 01 other-
wise fixed to the sockets C of the plate C. If

_ the said ends are simply held friction-tight in
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sald sockets, 1 usunally join the said ends Wlth

the cross- plate B’

The prop for supporting the easel consists
of the wire D, bent into substantially the form
shown and h&vmg 1ts ends provided with the
eyes I, encircling the wire sides of the back
B. As shown in Fig. 4,the plane of said eyes
1s at approximately 11ght angles to the plane
of the prop, so that the latter cannot swing

farther away from the standard than is suffi- |

cient to support the easel, and can still be
folded against the baﬁ;e for tr ansportation and
storage, |

]

To the front of the standard A 18 secured

the flat hook 1, and to the back of the crescent

K are fastened one or more flat sockets, T,
adapted to fit said hook F'. By means of said

sockets and hook the crescent can be secured

to the standard A in different positions, either
symmetrically or to one side, as in Fig. 1.
The concave edge of the crescent B, 1 usually
form with a groove into which to set the edge
of the plaque, and said groove E may be

‘walled upon both sides, asin Fig. 4; or it can
have simply a frontal wall, as in Fig. 3, two or

more projections, I, serving for the rear wall
thereof. | |

To so secure the plaques 1n place npou their
casels that there shall be no danger of their

falling or being blown therefrom, T have con-

structed the clamp which eonsmts essentially,
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of a hook connected by an elastm link to the

back B. 1In the drawings, the hook M is pro-
vided with the coiled tension - spring M,

| loosely held to the wire of the back B by an

eye, M% encircling the said wire. A star or
other ornamental plate being affixed to the
hook M, the latter is concealed and an added
appearance of elegance given to the plague.

On the face of the crescent K can be painted
or otherwise formed ornamental designs and
other decorative effects; and in addition there
can be affixed to said face a match-sate, 3, or
other useful and embellishing attaehments put
thereon.,

Among other advantages than that of its
gracefulness for constructing the portion E in
the shape of a crescentare the facts that the in-
terior or concave curve thereof fits closely to

the edge of the plaque held thereby, and the

outer curve of the crescent, whatever its lat-
eral displacement, is symmetrical relative to
the standard A. Another advantage comes

| from the saving in material which results in

the manufacture of the crescents. Their in-

| ner and outer curves being of equal radii, a

series of crescents can be cut from a smgle

strip of material, with the concave edge of one
entirely contwuous to the convex edﬂe of the
In 1)130& of the coiled spring M’ a rub- .

nexft.
ber elastic can be substituted.

The upper edge of the standard A, T often

| earve and pr ovide mth a groove, I, SO that,
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1f desired,the crescent It can be dlspensed with |

and the p]aque held by bemﬂ rested in the
groove of said standard.

In use the back B is msmted into 1ts Sock-
ets C, the prop D is swung out, the creseent
Ii attached to the standard by means. of either
socket IF, and so put in the desired position,
the plaque I placed in the groove E’ of the
crescent, the clamp-hook M moved about on
the wire B until opposite to the creseent, and
stretched sufficiently to pass the star Liin over
the rim of the plaque. Said star and the hook
connected therewith being let down over the

~edge of the plaque, the latter is securely held

from all danger of accidental removal.

What I claim as my invention, and for
which I desire Letters Patent, is as follows,
to wit: |

1. In a plaque-casel, a standard having its
upperedge curved concentric with a plaqueto
be held thereby, in combination with a back
rising from said standard fmd a prop, substan-
tially as set forth. | .

2. In an easel, the combination, with a
standard, of t}he wire back projecting from

the standard and the prop formed of a single

length of wire having the eyes D’ enclrclmg

_'the wire of the back, and bent, as set forth,

whereby said prop can be sw ung toward and
from the standard.

3. In an easel, the combination, with the

standard having soekets C, of the wire back |

having its ends : adapted to enter sald sockets,
and a prop for supporting the same.

4. In an easel, the combination, with the
Stauda,rd, of the plate C, pivoted to thestand-
ard and having SOCthSO the wire back hav-

Ing 1ts ends adapted to entel said sockets, and
the supporting-prop.

354,211

™

5. In an easel, the combination, with the 40

standard, 1ts back and a supportmg prop, of
the hook an ornamental ficure affixed to said
hook, and an elastically- _extensible link con-

nectmg said hook to the back, substantially as
and for the purpose Speclﬁed

6. In a plaque-easel, the combination, with
a standard, a back, and a prop, of the crescent

and means for securing it to the standard, the
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upper edge of said standard being adapted to -

support a plaque.
7. In aplaque-holder, the crescent suitably

supported and having lt% upper and concave
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edge provided with the plavue - receiving

| groove, substantially as set forth.

8. Inaplague-holder, the combination,with
suitable supports, of the crescent or simiiar
holder having its upper edge curved concen-
trie with a plaque and means for supporting
the lower edge of a plague just below said
curved edge, substantially as set forth, for the

{ purpose specified.

9. In a plaque-easel, the combmatlon with
the standard A,of the wire back B, pPOJectlllﬂ'
from said Standard, the prop D, Ionse]y con-
nected to the back, the grooved crescent E,
secured to said standard, and the elastically-
extensible hook M, loosely attached to said
wire back, as and for the purpose specified.

In testiniony that I claim the foregoing in-
vention I have hereunto set my hand and seal
this 14th day of April, 1886.

STEPHEN- R. PAY. [L S. |
Witnesses:

A. B. UrHAM,
A. KEITHLEY.
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