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10 all whom it may concer:

Be it known that I, CHARLES LAUFER, of
the town of Lee, in the county of Oneida, in
the State of New York, -have invented new
and uselul Improvements in Wire-Stretchers,
of which the following, taken in connection
with the accompanying drawings, is a full,
clear, and exact description.

The object of this invention is to provide a
simple, inexpensive, convenient, and effective
implement for stretching wires on fences; and
to that end my invention consists of two levers
hinged together at one end, two jaws project-
Ing from the hinged end of ‘'one of said levers
and standing side by side, with a space between
them, and a jaw projecting from the other le-
ver and terminating with a curvature toward
the other two jaws and adapted to enter the
space between the latter, all as hereinafter
more fully described, and specifically set forth
in the claim.

In the annexed drawings, Figures 1 and 2
are respectively plan and side views of my in-
vention; and Fig. 3 is a top view of the same,
showing 1t in its operative position.

[ I represent two stout levers formed of iron
or steel bars hinged together at one end, as
shown at a.

b b are two jaws which project from the
hinged end of the lever 7, and stand side by
side, with a space between them. TFrom the

hinged end of the other lever, I, projects an-
other jaw, ¢, which terminates with the curva-
ture ¢’ toward the jaws b b, and is adapted to
enter the space between the latter jaws.
Inusingthedeseribed implement for streteh-
ing wires on fences, I grip the wire between
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the jaws 6 b and ¢, the curvature ¢’ of the sin-
gle jaw serving to prevent the wire from slip-
ping out from between the free ends of the
jaws. After the wire is thus gripped I place
the levers [ {" across the side of the fence-post,
as represented in Fig. 3 of the drawings, and
then by using the latter as a fulecrum and press-
ing on the free ends of the levers the wire be-
comes stretched, and can be held taut until
fastened to the post.’

I do not claim, broadly, an implement com-
posed of two handles pivoted together, and
two jaws fixed to one of said handles, and a
single jaw attached to the other handle, as I
am aware the same 1s not new; but
What I do claim specificallyas my invention

The 1mproved fence-wire-stretching imple-
ment, consisting of the levers { /', hinged to-
gether at one end, two jaws on the hinged end
of one of said levers and standing side by
side, with a space between them, and a jaw
projecting from the other lever and terminat-
ing with a curvature toward the other two
jaws and adapted to enter the space between
the latter, substantially as described and
shown.

In testimony whereof I havehereunto signed
my name and affixed my seal, in the presence
of two attesting witnesses, at the city of Rome,
in the county of Oneida, in the State of New
York, this 25th day of June, 1886.

CHARLES LAUFER. [L.s.]

Witnesses:
C. H. DUNNING,
C. W. WBRITE.
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