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Be it known that I, WILLIAM HomAn, of
the city, county, and State of New York, have
invented certain new and useful Improvements
In Advertising Cards or Circulars, of which
the following is a specification.

Theinvention is essentially an improvement
upon the devices patented to me April 13,
1886, Nos. 339,889 and 339,8990.

I provide a card or circular which may be

folded along a weakened line, so arranged as

to divide the whole into two parts of unequal
size, and integral with the larger part form-
Ing a locking-lip to serve, as in Patent No.
959,890, to hold the two parts detachably to-
gether. I provide a tearing-line not coinei-
dent with the folding-line,but uponthe smaller
part. The reply-coupon may be separated
from the part which ecarries the canceled
stamp. :

The invention is illustratedin the ACCOMPA-
nying drawings, which form a part of this
specification, and in which—

Figure 1 is a face view of my preferred form

of circular or card. It exhibits the adver-
tiser’s address upon one part and an adver-
tisement of his business upon another. Fig,
2 18 a reverse view, showing upon the back
face of the larger part additional advertise-
ments and upon the smaller part the address
of the customer. A tearing-line in these fig-
ures, independent of the folding-line, allows
the coupon or reply-card to be separated from
the part which carries the direct-trip postage-
stamp.

Referring to the drawings,
sheet of stiff paper divided into two parts of
unequal area by a weakened line, «. By a
curved or angular slot or slit, 5, I form in the
larger part a locking-lip, ¢, which may by
gentle pressure be projected from either face,
When folded, this lip will engage the free edge
of the smaller part. TFor convenienee of this
description the larger part is marked L, the
smaller part S, Tbe front face of the pars I,
13 marked F, and its back face is marked B.
The front face of the part S is marked I, and
its back face is marked B'. |

Whenthe customer’saddressis written upon
the back face, B, of the part I, the weakened
line ¢ will serve as a folding or also asa tearing

A designates a
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line. The part 8, which is the reply-coupon,
13 not marred by the direct stamp, or by the
post-office marks of cancellation. When, how-
ever, this address is written on the part S, as
secn 1n Iig. 2, T provide a tearing-line, «? in-
dependent of the folding-line «, and fix the
stamp for the outward journey on the portion
of S between the folding-line ¢ and the tear-
ing-line ¢*. The postmark and the stamp of

the direct trip arethus separated from the cou-

pon, and cannot by any possibility form a con-
fusing element in the return journey.

The postage-stamp for the direct trip—that
18 to say, the trip from the advertiser to the
customer—will be placed at the point marked
§'. That for the return trip will be attached at
points marked s on the face I’ of the part S.
In practice the advertiser will have a quantity
of the cards similarly prepared for distribu-
tion. The face I' of the part L will carry his
advertisement, setting forth his wares, their
prices and advantages, and such other infor-
mation as he may wish to make known to his
customers. 1t mpy also indicate at f a desire
for specificinformation. In some branches of
trade this part f would serve to inform cus-
tomers that “our new catalogue is now com-
pleted, and one will be forwarded to you upon
receipt of a request to that effect on the cou-
pon hereunto attached.”” The advertiser also
o
of the part S, which serves
dress.

The card may be distributed by mail or
otherwise, the address of the customer belng
written upon the back face, either upon that
part marked I3 or that marked B’. If it is
written upon the face B, (see Fig. 2,) the face
B may be utilized by the advertiser in Impart-

as the reply-ad-

ng further or other information to his cus-

tomer. In this case the reply-message is to
be written above the customer’s address on the
coupon. ; | | |

A. one-cent postage-stamp applied at § to
the face which carries the customer’s address
will insure the delivery of the card by mail.

To impart the information sought, or to re-
quest a catalogue, or for other reasons—as, for
instance, to order a quantity of the wares ad-
vertised, or to direct the lineover which wares
should be shipped—the customer will write

ixes his name and address upon the face F*
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his message upon the face B’, and, applyinga
two-cent stamp at s on the face F’, either in-
tact with the part L or separated therefrom,
will remail the coupon s. _
Upon the outward trip the card is folded
with the faces B B’ outward, and locked by
the lip o’ in that position. If the whole 1is re-
turned, the card is folded with the faces F
F’ outward. The part F need not be printed,
but may be left blank, allowing the advertiser

 to write different messages or requests to dif-
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tion of his message before mailing the card on |

20

ferent customers, and, in faet, more or less of
the faces F B B’ may be left blank for such

written messages; but in the latter case—that

is to say, where the advertiser writes any por-

its initial trip—a two cent stamp is required

to prepay the postage for that trip.

The locking-lip ¢ may be located at any
preferred part of the part L, and more than
one lip may be employed. the only necessity
being that the location shall be such as to in-
sure its engagement with the free edge of the

part S.
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The weakened line ¢ may not extend en- z5
tirely across the card. Portions along theline
may be left solid, to avoid weakening the card
at such points. |

What I elaim as new is—

. Thefolding advertising-card deseribed, con- 30

sisting of two sections folded on each other,
and having its part S divided by a tearing-
line, % independent of the folding-live a ‘be-
tween the two sections of the card, and hav-
ing a tongue, ¢/, - upon the section L, arranged 35

‘to engage the free edge of the part S upon

either side, the whole adapted to serveasand
for the purpose specified. | _

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand, at New York city, New York, this 40
11th day of June, 1886, in the presence of two

subscribing witnesses.

Witnesses:
F. A. RICHMOND,
M. F. BOYLE.
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