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face are corrugated or roughened, as at b, and
~the said rubbing-surface is secured in place be-
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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, EDwARD ELLINGEY, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Min- |
eral Point, in the county of Iowa and State of
Wisconsin, haveinvented new and useful Im-
provements in Wash-Boards, of which the
following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
wash-boards; and it consists of the peculiar
construction and arrangement of the:various
parts for service, substantially as hereinafter
fully set forth, and particularly pointed out in
the claims.

‘The object of my invention is to provide an
improved cap-piece for wash-boards for pro-
tecting the operator from splashing water, and
which can be easily and readily reversed to
adapt either side of the wash-board for use,
to provide means for locking the swinging and
reversible cap in either of its adjusted posi-
tions, so that it cannot be moved or turned out
of position when it is in use unless the lock-
ing device is released to permit the cap to be !
turned, and to provide improved means which
shall be simple and strong in construction,
effective and reliable in operation, and cheap
and inexpensive of manufacture.

Inthe accompanying drawings, Figure lis a
perspective view of my improved wash-board.
Fig. 2 is a vertical central sectional view
through the same. Fig. 8 is a sectional view
on the line z z of Fig. 2. Fig. 4is a detached
perspective view of the reversible cap. Fig,
O 1s a detached perspective view of a part of
my lmprovement.

Referring to the drawings, in which like let-
ters of reference denote corresponding parts |
in all the figares, A designates the side rails
of my improved wash-board, and B the corru- |
gated rubbing-surface, which in the present
case 1s made from a single slab or piece of por-
celain, stone, crockery, or any other desired
non - corrosive substance, the side edges of
which are adjusted to bear or impinge against
the inner opposing faces of the said rails A.
‘The opposite faces or sides of the rubbing-sur-

tween theside rails by means of cleats or strips

ably secured to the side rails, A, in any suit-
able or preferable manner.

C designates the swinging and reversible
cap, which is curved longitudinally and made
from a single piece of sheet metal or other
suitable or preferred material, so that the ends
thereof are arranged or lie at an angle to each
other, the middle of the cap being curved or
rounded to conform to the shape of the person
when the operator bends over the same, as
will be readily understood, so that no sharp
edges are presented which will injure or hurt
the operator in any way. |

The side edges of the reversible cap are pro-
vided with side walls, D, which are suitably
secured thereto and arranged at right angles,
and these side walls, D, bearorimpinge against
the sides of the rails A, and are pivoted to
the latter, as at d, so that either of the ends of
tae cap can be thrown into operative position,
to prevent the waterin the tub from splashing
out and wetting the clothing or person of the
operator.

T'he end walls or pieces, D, of the swinging

aund reversible cap are provided with hollow

trannionse, which are fitted in circular grooves
or recesses ¢, as clearly shown in Fig. 5, and
by means of these side walls or pieces the wa-
ter that is liable to splash out from the tub
above the upper edges of the surface ¢ is re-
tained therein. The lower edges of the side
walls or pieces are curved, as shown, and ex-
tend down to the upper edge of the rubbing-
surface of the wash-board, and the lowermost
end of the cap-piece lies in rear of and below
the said upper edge of the rubbing-surface, so
that water or other liguid is effectually pre-
vented from escaping, a space or chamber be-
Ing provided between the upper end of the
rubbing-surface and the inner face of the cap,
In which cakes of soap or the like can be placed
and held out of contact with the water, &e.
The sideralls, A, of the wash-board are con-
nected and braced together by means of trans-
verse bolts or tic-bars T, which are provided
with threaded ends to receive binding-nuts
J, that serve to tighten the tension or decrease
the same, as desired, and these tension-rods
bear against the upper and lower edges of the
rubbing-surfaceand fit in grooves £/, provided
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therefor, so that the rubbing-surface will be
more securely and rigidly held from displace-
ment and the strain thereon will be reduced

- to a minimum. o
s The side walls, D, of the swinging cap are
‘provided, near their ends, with one or more
 perforations, g, and the rails A, near thelir up-
- per ends, are provided with similar openings,
g, and when the cap is swung back and forth
10 on its pivots the openings g in the side walls
thereof align with the openings ¢ in the side
rails, A, of the wash-board, and through these
aligned openings ¢ and ¢ passes the locking
nib or shoulder % of a swinging arm, H, that
I5
rails A, as at /%. These swinging arms are
further provided with thumb-pieces 2’ for their
. convenient manipulation by hand, one of the
arms being provided for each side of the swing-

ing cap. = o o

The operation of my invention will be reac-
ily understood from the foregoing deseription,
“taken in connection with thedrawings. When
the device is adjusted for use, one end of the
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25
of rails A, on which the rubbing-surface is to

 be used, and the lower edges of the cap lie |

- in rear of and beneath the upper edges of the
rubbing-surface, while the opposite edge of* the
cap overhangs the rubbing-surface, whereby
water is effectually prevented from escaping.
When it is desired touse the other side of the
~ wash-board, the locking-arms are moved to
withdraw the nib 2 thereof from the aligned
openings of the cap and the side rails, and
the cap is then swung on its pivots or trun-
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nions to reverse the position of the ends

thereof, when the locking-arms are again ad-
~ justed in the openings g and g, which are in
‘40 alignment when the lower end of the cap
strikes against the edges of the side rails, A.
Tt will thus be seen that I provide a swinging

- cap which can be very easily and readily op- |

is pivoted or hinged on the outer face of the

swinging cap bears against the opposite side.

| erated to assume either ‘posit&on toadapt either

one of the rubbing-surfaces of the board to 45
be used, and the capis verysecurely and firmly

{ held in its adjusted position by means of the

locking-arms. The device is very simple and
strong in construction and cheap and inex-
pensive of manufacture. o
Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, i1s— -
- 1. The combination, with a wash-board, of
a swinging cap bent longitudinally to dispose 53
its ends ab an angle to each other, and having
the side walls or pieces pivoted to the sides of

50

the wash-board, and theswinginglocking-arms
carried by the wash-board, and having the nibs

adapted to enter aligned openings of .the cap 6C
and the wash-board to lock the ecap to the
board against movement, substantially as de-

- seribed. |

2. The combination of the side rails, the
non-corrosive corrugated rubbing-surface fit-
ted between the side rails and having the
orooved ends, the tension-rods secured in the
side rails and fitting in the groovesof the rub-
bing surface, a swinging cap having 1ts ends
arranged at an angle to each other and pro-
vided with the depending side walls pivoted
centrally to the side rails, and the swinging
loeking-arms pivoted on and carried by the
side rails, and having the nibs adapted to en-
ter aligned openings of the side walls of the 75

70

“cap and the side rails to lock the cap to the

said rails, substantially as described, for the
purpose set forth. |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as |
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 80
presence of two witnesses.

~ EDWARD ELLINGEN.
Witnesses: | ‘

W. A. JONES,
R. JAMES.
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