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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CARL (. PFINGSTEN,
a citizen of the German Empire, residing at
New York, in the county and State of New
York, have invented new and useful Improve-
ments in Suspension Devices for Express-Cards
and other Articles, of which the following is
a specification. ~

My invention relates to improvements in de-
vices for suspending express-cards and other
articles; and it consists, essentially, in an arm
pivoted at one end to a base which supports
said arm when depressed or in a horizontal
position. said arm carrying one or more hooks
from which the express-card or other articles
are suspended. The hooks employed in this
device are swung from thearm in such a man-
ner and so constructed that they lock against
the arm when the same is depressed or 1n a
horizontal position, but open when 1t 18 in a
vertical line, so that the cards or other arti-
bles cannot become disengaged and fall from

their supports when in use, but can be read-
ilyremoved and exchanged. Theabove-men-

tioned features of myinvention are morefully
pointed out in the following specification and
claims and illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Figure 1 represents avertical section in the
plane z x, Fig. 2, of my suspension device,
showing the arm depressed. Fig. 21s a plan
or top view of the same. Iig. 3 is a longi-
tudinal section showing thearm in itsvertical
position. Fig. 4 is a side elevation of one of
the self-locking hooks detached. Fig. 51s a
rear view of the same. Fig. 6 1s a side eleva-
tion of another form of self-locking hook ap-
plied to the arm. Fig. 71s a sectional view
of the same.

Similar lettersindicate corresponding parts.

In the drawings, the letter A designates the
arm, which is preferably made of metal and
of any desired length. B is the base. to which
said arm is hinged by a pintle, 0, I'igs. 1 and
3, extending through the same and two stand-
ards, o’ 0, of the base. The base can be se-

cured to a window-sill or to any other suita-
ble place by screws ¢ and ¢, one of which, ¢,
is driven through the bottom plateof the base.
and the other two, ¢ ¢, through its head-plate
1, Fig. 2, so that the base is firmly held 1n
The arm can swing about 1ts pivot

posiblon.

b from a vertical position, as in Kig. 3, to a

horizontal position, as in Fig. 1, in which lat-
ter position it rests upon a stop, ¢’ of the
base. Itisprevented from passing its vertical
position by coming into contact with the sill,
as shown in Fig. 3, or by a stop on the base.
To the arm and at proper intervals apart
are distributed hooks D, to which the express-
cards or other articles are secured either di-
rectly or by links e. 'When the arm is de-
pressed or placed in a horizontal position, itr
is very desirable that the expregs-card or
other article should be prevented from being
blown out of its fastenings or otherwise be-
come disengaged, and for this purpose 1 make
the hooks self-locking. This is accomplished
by pivoting the hook D at d to the arm, and
providing it with a long end or prong, Kigs.
4 and b, which is adapted to enter a socket,
&, Fig. 1, formed in the proper position 1in

the arm A when the latter is in its horizontal

position, whereby a closed eye is obtained.
By throwing the eye of the hook well back, 8o

as to bring the strain of the load under the

point of pivoting and still have the shank of
the hook in a vertical line, the best result is
obtained. The shank of the hook is best bi-

furcated and its two parts made to encompass

the arm. When the arm is in its vertical po-
sition, the prongs or ends leave their sockets
and the cards can be removed.

Figs. 6 and 7 show a modified form of self-
locking hook,which is madeofone pieceof wire,
that is bent downward at f f to form the shank,
and a portion which extends through an eye
in the arm, then upward and outward to form
the eye and the two end portions or prongs

£’ of the hook, these latter being on each side

of the arm when the hook is in its locking po-
sition, as when thearm is in a horizontal plane,
but fall below the boundary of the arm when
the same is in its vertical position, so that the
cards can be removed and exchanged.
Heretofore a device for suspending express-
cards and other articles hascomprised an arm
pivoted at one end to a base, and provided at
its sides with lateral rigidly-attached hooks
for suspending the cards. Such, therefore, 1
do not broadly claim. My invention differs
therefrom in providing the pivoted arm with
swinging hooks pivoted at oneend to the arm,

so that when the arm is tnrned to a horizontal
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" position the hooks swing into locking engage- |

ment with the arm, ‘while when the arm is
turned upward the hooks swing out of engage-

ment with the arm, thereby constituting self-

locking and unlocking hooks.

~ What I claim as new, and desire to secure

- by Letters Patent, is— .
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1. A device for suspending express cards

and other articles, consisting of a base, an arm
pivoted thereto, and one or more hooks piv-
oted at one end to the arm and at the other
end swinging into engagement with the arm
when the latter is turned to a horizontal po-
sition, substantially as and for the purposes
described. BT |

;

354,071

2. The combination, with a base, of an arm
pivoted to said base and construeted to sSwing

about its pivot from a vertical to a horizontal

position, a hook (one or more) pivoted to said
arm, and asocket (one or more) in the arm to
receive the prong of the hook when tbe arm
1S in a horizontal position, substantially as
shown and described. .

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand and seal
scribing witnesses.

CARL G. PFINGSTEN. [r.s.]

Witnesses: | | B

W. HAUFF, |
A. FABER DU FAUER, Jr.
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In the presence of two sub- 25
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