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To all whom it may concerwns

Be 1t known that I, MARGARET W. ATOR,
of Bloomington, in the county of McLean, and
in the State of 1llinois, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Mail-Recep-
tacles for Buildings or Private Houses; and I
do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact desceription thereof, reference
being had tothe accompanying drawings, and
tothelettersofreference marked thereon, mak-
ing a part of this specification.

WIV invention relates to mail - 1eeeutqcles
and it consists in the peculiar construction and
arrangement of parts, as will be hereinafter
more fully described, and poume{l out in the
claims. |

The object of this invention 18 to provide
means whereby mail may be delivered and
notice of the same given to the occupants of
the house by a gong or other suitable alarm
device mtomatudlly operated by theslide that
covers the openlng through which the mail is
passed, and also to provide a box in which
These
objects I attain by the means illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, In which—

Figure 1 is a front elevation of my inven-
tion, with a part of a guide-bar broken away
to show one of the springs ior operating the
slide that covers the mouth of the opening
through which the mail is passed, and Fig. 2
18 a vertical sectloml view talken on the line
xz x of Fig. 1.

The slide in both of these views 1s shown
drawn down, which 1s 1ts position when if 1s
desired to deliver mail, &c. The slide is
shown down, so as to illustrate the mouth of

‘the conductm o passage, which would not be

seen 1f the p_ELIES were 1n their normal posi-
tion.

Like letters 1ndicate like parts throughout
the several views,

A represents the door or other Sl1lt’bb16 sup-

port, to which is attached by screws A’ or

other suitable fastenings a plate, B, bearing
upon 1ts face vertical guide-bars C. These
guide-bars may bave fornied upon their inner
faces a groove extending from top to bottom,
or may ‘be constructed with grooves C/, as
shown 1n the drawings. The grooves shown

extend only part way up the guide-bars.

18 pivoted at N to the inner face of the door

ot

The plate B 1s provided with openings D
and K. Through the opening D the mail 1s
conveyed 1nto a box or other suitable recep-
tacle. Through the opening I projects one
end of the hammer of the bell or alarm K.
Both openings D and IZ are continued through
the door. ™The door-plate I, upon which may
be placed the name of the occupant of the

.

‘building, is held in position by the guide- 60

bars C. Theends of the cover enter the open-
ings or grooves (', and have the lower ends of
the springs H secuared to them, thesaid springs
having their upper ends secured to the inner
side of sald grooves at higher points. |

At the lower end of the device 1s a cover,
Gz, for the opening D. This cover is held nor-
mally over sald opening by spiral springs H,
located in the vertical guides C. A ring, I,
or othersuitable projection is placed upon the 7o
face of the cover G, by means of which the
cover may be easily and quickly moved from
over the mouth or opening D.

At the upper end of the plate 13 and onide-
bars C is formed a trough or box, J, in ‘which 73
is placed the mail that is desired to be col-
lected.

On the inner face of the door is secured a
bell or alarm, K. The hammer L of the bell

65

30
near the end of the passavre E, so that one end

extends through said passage and projects be-
yond the face of plate B. The hammer is held
away from the gong by a spring, M.

The operation of my invention will be read-
ily understood in connection with the above
description, and is as follows: When it is de-
sired to deliver a letter or package, the sliding
cover G 18 moved downward from over the
opening D and the letter pushed through said
opening. When the cover G is pulied down-
ward, the spring M exerts 1ts force and moves
the hammer L until the end P of said hammer
18 brought against the lower side of the open-
ing I&. When the cover G 18 liberated, the
springs H cause 1t to have a foreible upward
movement. DBefore the cover assumes its nor-
mal position it comes 1n contact with the pro-
jecting end P of the hammer. This canses a
sharp stroke upon the bell, thereby giving no-
tice to the occupants of the house that mail
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. has been delivered.
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Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I e¢laim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent of the United otates, 18—

1. In a mail-receptacle, the combmatwn
5 with the plate B, having openings D E, said

openings being conitinued through the body to

which the plate is secured, the grooved guide-
bars secured to the fdce of said plate, and
spring-actuated cover, in combination with.a
bell secured on the lnslde of the door or body

" to which the plate is secured, one end of the

hammer of said bell extendmg through the

- opening B, whereby when the cover is liber-

_I__S

“side of the door, the spring-controlled hammer |
20 L, pivoted to the inner sule of the door with |

ated after being drawn downward an alarm is
sounded, substantially as specified.

2. The combination of the door A, the plate
B, the openings D and L, passing through both
door and plate, the bell secured to the inner

I
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its handle extending outside of the opening E,
and the spring-controlled cover on the outside

of the door, which in using strikes said handle

and rings the bell, substantmlly as specified.

3. The combination of the door A, plate B,
openings D E, extending through both plate
and door, the bell K, hammer L, pivoted.at
N, and having its arm P extending through

the opening 1} springs M, the ﬂ‘lllde bars C,
having the openings or grooves C', cover G

provided with the hamlle [,and springs H, all |

constructed and arralwed subsmntmlly as
specified, and for the purpose set forth.
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In testimony that I claini the foregoing T
have hereunbo set my hand thls 17th day of 35

March 1886.
MARGARET. W. ATOR.

Witnesses:
JOSEPH ATOR
- R. J. CANL.ELL |
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