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UNTTED STATES

PATENT OFFICE,

EDWARD H. ALCOTT, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, ASSIGNOR TO HIMSELF AND
E. BRUCE PRESTON, OF SAME PLACE.

SHOE-BUCKLE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 353,912, dated December 7, 1886.
Application filed September 11, 1886. Serial No. 213,230, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, EDwArD H. ALcorT, a
citizen of the United States, residing in Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi-
nois, have invented a new and useful Tmprove-
ment 1n Shoe-Buckles, of which the following
1s a specification.

My invention relates to buckles or fasteners
for shoes and other like articles.

The object of my invention is to provide a
self-locking and easily-operated buckle of a
simple, durable, and cheap construction; and
to this end my invention consists in the novel
devices and novel combinations of devices
herein shown and described, and more par-
ticularly pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, which form
a part of this specification, and in whiech simi-
lar letters of referenceindicatelike parts, Fig-

20 ure 1 18 a perspective view showing an over-
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shoe provided with my improved buckle.
Fig. 2 is a central longitudinal section show-
Ing the buckle closed or fastened. TFig. 3 is a
similar view showing the buckle open for in-
sertion of the take-up or strap. Fig. 4 is a
detail perspective view of the base piece or
frame of the buckle. Tig. b is a similar view
of the hingedtongue orlatchlever. Fig.6isa
plan view showing the base-piece and take-up

30 strip provided with strap-eyes for attachment
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to the shoe or other article, instead of the rivet
attachment, as indicated in the other figures.
Figs. 7 and 8 are plan views showingthe form
of the blanks for the base and the latch-lever.

In said drawings, A represents an overshoe,
to which the buckle may be attached.

B i1s the base or frame piece of the buckle,
stamped out of a single piece of spring sheet
metal—such as brass or steel, for example—

40 and bhaving a pairof ears, b b, at each side.and
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a folded end, ', furnished with an opening,
by for the take-up strap, and a roll or eye, ¥’
ab 1ts extremity, for the hinge-pin L.

D is the lateh or tongue lever, which is also
made out of a single piece of sheet metal, and
is provided with a pair of eyes or coils, d d,
which fit astride the hinge coil or eye 5° of
the base-piece B. The middle portion of the
tongue-plate D, between the coilsd d, is turned

| or folded in the opposite direction from said

coils, thus forming on the under side of said

£0

tongue-plate a locking projection, d, adapted

to engage thelatch-holes ¢ inthe take-up strip.
The free end d’ of the latch-lever D is turned
up, as indicated in the drawings, to form a
finger-hold. A lip or projection, &% in the
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central portion of the base-plateserves alsoto-

engage the holes or openings ¢ in the take-up
strip. The locking projection d’ on the lever
D projects somewhat beyond or past the center
of the pivot or hinge pin E when the lever D
18 in its horizontal or locked position, and the
latch-lever is thus self-locking, as the folded
spring end 0’ of the base-plate must be sprung
upward slightly to permit the lever D to be
opened or elevated. When the lateh-lever is
raised or turned on its hinge-pin so the lock-
ing projectiond’ is carried past the center, the
pressure of the take-up strip on said locking
projection tends to open or elevate the lever.

Owing to the peculiar construction of my
base-plate B, and the opening for the take-up
strips through the folded spring end of said
plate, 1 am enabled to secure the plate to the
shoe or other article by an ordinary metal
rivet, ¢, inserted through a hole in said plate,
without at all interfering with the easy and
convenient insertion of the take - up strip
through the buckle, as the buckle-plate does
not require to be turned up to any particular
position to enable the take-up strip to be in-
serted or threaded through it; and for the
same reason, also, the take-up strip, even
when made of metal, may be secured to the
shoe by asimilarrivet. The rivet thus makes
a much cheaper meansof attachment than the
ordinary leather or flexible fabric strap here-
tofore used. The base-plate, as well as the
take-up strip, of my buckle may, however, be
secured by the ordinary flexible straps, if de-
sired. In Iig. 6 I have shown them provided
with slots or eyes &' for such straps. By my
invention it will be observed that the base-
plate, or the folded slotted spring end thereof,

which 18 integral with the base- plate and

stamped out of the same piece of metal, itself
forms the spring which actuates the locking-
lever D, or which renders said lever self-lock-
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ing, and 'holds it in its hotizoiital or 1ocked b0- |

gition.

The take-up strip C is preferably iade of
nmetal and provided with a series of notches or
holes, ¢, asindicated in the drawings. A flexi-
ble or yielding leather or fabric strap may,
however, be used, if desired, in which case the

locking proj iection or catch & will mdent itself |

into the yielding strap.

T eclaim—

1. The combination of a suitable take- up
and a sheet-metal base-plate, B, having ears
b b, folded spring end &/, havmg slot or open-
mg b* for the take-up, and central eye or roll,
b°, with latch-lever plate D, having eye- rolls

d d and locking projection d’ formed by the
‘reverse fold of the central part of said plate
D, and pivot or hmge pin E, substantlally as

speclﬁed
2. The combination of sheet-metal base-plate

B, havingears b b, folded spring end %', having
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| Blot or opening b for the take-up, and central

eye or roll, b°, with latch-lever plate D, having
eye-rolls d d and locking projection d formed

by the reverse fold of the central part of said |

plate D, pivot or hinge pin E, and take- up C,

- substantially as specified.

858012

3. The com‘i)matlot\ of sheet-metal base-plate
B, having ears b b, folded spring end ¥/, hawng
slot ot opening b* for the tdke-up, atid central

eye or roll, b°,with lateh-lever p ate D, having
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eye-rolls d 'd and locking projection d’ formed

by the reversed fold of the central part of said

plate D, pivot or hinge pin E, and take-up C,
said p]ate B being provided with a central up-
turned lip, b*, substantially as specified.

4. The buckle herein deseribed, comprising

a suitable take-up, a sheet- metal base-plate
hzwmg a slotted folded spring end, through
which the take-up may be inserted, and alock-

ing-lever plate hinged to said base-plate and

-
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provided with a locking projection on its un-

der side, substantially as specified.

5. In a buckle, the combination,with asuit-
able take-up and a bage- -plate, of a locking-
lever plate hinged to said base-plate, saldlever-
plate having a pair of hinge eyes or coils, d d,
on one side thereof, and furnished with a, lock-
ing projection formed by a fold on the reverse

side thereof, substantially as specified.

EDWARD H. ALOOTT

Witnesses:

H. M. MUNDAY
LEw E. CURTIS.
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