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To all whom it may concerrn.: |

Be it known that I, ALFRED MENDEL, of
Stiehlen, near Dresden, Kingdom of Saxony,
German Empire, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Means for Carry-
ing Knapsacks, of which the following is a
specification.

In my patent for means for carrying knap-
sacks, No. 292,566, dated January 29, 1884, I
have shown and described a device for sup-
porting the knapsack, which device is con-
nected to and supported by the coat.

My present improvement relates toa means
for carrying a knapsack, which consists in a
walstecoat or corset having straps to connect .
the same to the person of the wearer and straps
tor carrying a basket and vessel or bundle of |
luggage, upon which the lower edge of the
knapsack rests, and by which a portion of its
weight 18 carried.

Instead of connecting the knapsack to the
coat, I use a waistcoat-front or partial gar-
ment to which the knapsack is connected.

In the drawings, Figurel is the partial gar-
ment, called the ““waistcoat’’ or ‘*corset,’’
which may be fastened to the body by the neck-
strap a; and by the waist-straps b, at proper
places, the straps ¢ are fastened to this waist-
coat, which straps are intended to hold, by
means of buckles, rings, or hooks, the kuap
sack-bearer.

In Fig. 2 the waistcoat-front is shown as
made of two pieces, and either united in front |
by strings or, as in Fig. 3, by straps..

In Fig. 4 the knapsack -bearer 18 shown, -
which in this instance is made of a basket of
straps, e, iastened to ¢, in which basket the
field - kettle d, or any sultable vessel, rests,
which is intended to support the knapsack.

My improved device for carrying knap-
sacks consists in a waistcoat or corset having
straps to connect the same to the person of the
wearer, and straps for carrying a basket, ves-
sel, or bundleof luggage,upon which thelower
part of the knapsack rests, and by which a
portion of the weight of the ordinary knap- |

o

sack is distributed upon the back, chest, and
hips, instead of being carried alone by the
back.

My waistcoat or corset 18 made either in one
piece, as seen in Fig. 1, or in two pieces that
are connected by laeing or by straps and
buckles, as in Figs. 2 and 3, and said waist-

coat 1s designed to cover the front portion of

the body from the waist to the shoulders.

A strap, a; passing around the neck, and a
strap, b, a,round the walst, serve to hold the
waisteoat in place. The straps ¢, with rings,
hooks, or buckles upon their ends, are con-
nected to the waistcoat or corset, and from
them the basket of straps ¢ is supported, and
a tield-kettle, d, or other vessel or luggage, 18
held within the basket of straps, and upon
sald field-kettle or luggage d the lower part of
the knapsack rests, and part of its weight is
thus.supported.

It is evident that the baskét of straps ¢ and
ficld-kettle d may be substituted by any de-
vice thatis properly connected tothe waisteoat,

and will act as a support for the knapsack and

accomplish the purpose of distributing th
welight over different parts of the body

I claim as my invention—

1. As a means for carrying a knapsack, a
walstcoat or corset coming over the chest,
straps for securing the same upon the person
of the wearer, and a support secured to said
straps, and upon which the knapsack rests,
substantially as.set forth.

2. The combination, in a knapsack-support,
of a waistcoat.or corset, a neck-strap, a, waist-
strap b, side strap, ¢, basket of straps e, and a
support within said basket, and upon which
the knapsack can rest, substantlally as speci-
fied.

In testimony that T claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name in pres-
ence of two subseribing witnesses.

ALFRED MENDEL.

Witnesses: |
PAUL DRUCKMULLER,
HELM WILSENHUTTER.
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