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To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, JOSEPH HOBART, of
Nordhoff, Ventura county, State of California,
have invented an Improvement in Almond-
Hullers; and I hereby declare the following to
be a full, clear, and exact description of the
same. | o ’

My invention relates to a new and useful
machine for hulling almonds; and it consists
in various details of construction and combi-
nations of parts, all of which I shall herein-
after fully describe and claim, |

The object of my invention is to provide a
simple.and effective machine for hulling al-
monds. | |

Almonds have usually been hulled by hand,

and with a large crop this is a tedious and la-

borious operation; but with a machine such
as I have invented the work of hulling 1s per-
formed quickly, and at much less expense than
by any other method of which I am at present
aware. |

Referring to the accompanying drawings for

‘a more complete explanation of my invention,

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my almond-
huller. Fig. 2 is a vertical longitudinal see-
tion of the same.

A is the bed or frame. This consists of suit-
able side strips, «, and bottom longitudinal
strips, ¢’, which are separated or spaced from
each other., The frame is preferably set at an
inclination, as shown, this being accomplished
in any suitable manner, as by the legs B un-
der its upper end. -

Across the bottom longitudinal strips, a’, of
the frame are laid the transverse parallel slats
C, which form the bottom surface of said bed
or frame. These slats are spaced or separated
from each other, whereby openings are left
between them. They may be arranged all at
the same height, so as to give a smooth sur-

face; but this I deem inferior to the arrange-
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ment by which a broken or uneven surface is
made. This may be accomplished by using
slats of different heights or thicknesses, or by
having the slats all of the same dimensions,
and turning some on edge,while the others are
laid flat. The slats may be arranged thus in
any suitable manner—as by placing them in-
discriminately, or, as I have here shown, by
alternating a flat one with one set on edge.

| or chute, D, the object of which is to direct

the almonds to the surface of the bed in the
proper manner.

"B is the rubber, which consists of a piece
having a hand!e, ¢, by which 1t 18 reciprocated.
The rubber fits between the side strips of the
bed or frame, and is of a width sufficient to
permit its movement without undue friction,
and yet snug enough to cover the width of the
bottom of said bed or frame. The face of the
rubber is corrugated or ribbed. 'This may be
done by the parallel spaced slats ¢, which may
be arranged to form a smooth surface, or, as is
preferable, an uneven one, in the same manner
that the uneven surface of the bed or frame is
made—that is to say, by arranging some of the
slats on edge and some of them flat, either al-
ternating or in any other manner. There 18 a

agroove, F, formed in the top of the inclined
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chute-piece D, which acts as a guide for the |

handle of the rubber.

" The operation of my machine is as follows:
The almonds are fed tQ the bed or frame A,
and pass down upou the uneven surface of its

| bottom, dand the rubber is then reciprocated

over the almonds, whereby their hulls are
broken and separated from the nuts. The
hulls thus separated and broken fall down
through the open bottom of the bed or frame,
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and the nuts pass down the 1neline to the base,

where they are collected. In this operation
some of the nuts will of course be broken;
but these will fall through with the hulls and
can be separated therefrom by any subsequent
screening or sifting operation.

Theadvantage of making the surface of both
the bed and the rubber uneven is that it facili-
tates the detaching and breaking of the hulls,
because the almonds are caught between the
elevated slats of the rubber and the bed, and
meet with resistance enough to break their
hulls. | |

It is obvious that the rubber may be driven
by any suitable power mechanism as well as
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by hand, and that in connection with the ma-

chine a feed-hopper and such other accessories

may be used; but these I have deemed it un-

necessary to describe or to illustrate.
Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

| Patent, is— |
At the head of the frame or bed is a piece |

1. In an almond-huller, the combination of
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“a frame or bed having a bottom composed of | slats or strips of different height or thickness,
transverse parallel spaced slats of unequal | wherevy a broken or uneven surface i8 formed,
height, upon which the almonds rest, with a substantially as herein described. |
reciprocating rubber operating on the almonds 4. Analmond -huller comprising theinclined 2g

5 upon the slats of said bottom, substantially as | bed or frame A, having a bottom composed of -
herein desecribed. R - the transverse parallel spaced slats C, having
2. In an almond-huller, the combination of a different height or thickness, whereby a -
a frame or bed having a bottom composed of | broken or uneven surface is formed, the in-
parallel transverse spaced slats, upon which. | clined plane or chute D at the head of the 30
ro the almonds rest, and a reciprocating rubber | frame or bed A, the rubber E, baving a face
operating on the almonds over said slats, and | composed of parallel spaced slats or strips e,

‘having its face composed of. parallel spaced | of a different height or thickness, and a han-

_slats or strips of unequal height, thereby form- | dle, ¢, by which it is reciprocated, suabstan-
ing an irregular surface, substantially as herein | tially as herein described. O 35

- 15 described. | | - In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
3. In an almond huller, the frame or bed A, | hand. T o

having a bottom composed of transverse par- - B ' -
allel spaced slats of different height or thick- | o J OSEPH HOBART.
ness, whereby a broken or uneven surface is Witnesses: |

20 formed, in combination with the reciprocating - L. C. MCcKEELEY,

rubber E, having a face composed of parallel 1 - 1. H. WARRING.
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