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To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, JoHN J. HiGGINS, of the
city, county, and State of New York, have in-
vented a new and useful Improvement in Cam-

5 era-Stands, of which the following is a specifi-
cation, reference being had to the annexed

drawings, forming a part thereof; in which— |

Figure 1 is a front elevation of a portion of

a camera-Stand embodying my improvement.
10 Fig. 2 is a vertical transverse section taken on
line z z In Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a front elevation
of a portion of a modified .form of ecamera-
stand. Fig. 4 is a side elevation of one of the
- camera-stand legs folded. Fig. 51is aside ele-
15 vation, partly in section, showing the three
legs of the camera-stand folded and hooked
together, parts being broken out. FKig. 61s a
plan view of the camera-stand top. Fig. 718
an inverted plan view of the camera stand
20 top. Kig. 8isa plan view of the camera-stand
top folded. Fig. 9 is a transverse section
taken on line ¥ ¥ 1n Fig. 8.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-

sponding parts in the different figures of the
- 23 drawings.

The object of my invention is to construct
a simple, compact, and light camera-stand
which may be readily arranged for use and
easily taken apart and compactly folded for

30 transportation or storage.

My invention consists in a camera-stand top
formed of two or more parts hinged together,
arranged to fold one npon the other and pro-
vided with leg-hotding devices, and in the

35 combination therewith of three or more legs,
each consisting of au upper section formed of
parallel bars connected together by plates and
provided at their upper ends with staples or
right-angled hooks inserted in the ends of the

4¢c parallel bars, and a lower section pivoted be-
tween the lower ends of the parallel bars, car-
rying a spring-acted latch for holding theleg

in an extended position, all as hereinafter.

more fully described. ,
4t The bais A, forming the upper portion of
the leg of a camera-stand, are connected to-
gether at their lower ends by the plates a o/,
and at a short distance above the plate a by a
plate, b, and above the plate b, near their up-
50 per ends, by a plate, &', the several plates be-

-ends of the right-angled staple <.

of ordinary screws, or in any other conven-
ient way. The distance between the bars A
is sufficient to permit of receiving between -
them the square end ¢ of the lower section, 55
B, of the leg, which is pivoted on a rivet or
secrew, d, extending transversely through the
bars A in the section B.

In the upper end of the lower section, B, of
the leg is formed a transverse slot, ¢, in which 6¢
is pivoted a latch, f, on the pin ¢g. The end
of the section B is bored longitudinally to re-
ceive a spiral spring, A, which presses the
shorter arm of the latch fupward. The end
of the shorter arm of the latch 1s formed on a 65
curve which iseccentric tothe pin g, and which
automatically engages the inner surface of the
plate ¢ when the leg is unfolded for use. The
longer arm of the latch f projects beyond the
surface of the leg in position to be easily op-
erated. |

In the upper ends of the bars A is inserted
a staple, 4, which projects a short distance be-
yond the ends of the bars for receiving the re-
taining-spring j, secured to the under surface
of the camera stand top C.. The retaining-
spring j consists of a plate of spring metal
provided with the arm %, secured to the un-
dersurfaceof the camera-stand top C by means
of ordinary screws, and with projections { on
opposite edges thereof, for limiting the inward
movement of the staple 4. The width of the
free end of the retaining-spring 7 1s about the
same as that of the space between the parallel

75

80

In the under surface of the camera stand top
is formed a slot, m, arranged at right angles
to the spring 4, and located immediately in .
front of the projections /. The slot m has a
metallie lining, 0. The length of the slot m go
is abount equal to the width of the staple <. -

The edge of the camera-stand topis beveled
on the under surfacethereof, adjoining the free
end of the retaining:spring j, to facilitate
passing the staple ¢ under the retaining-spring
to theslot m, in which it is held by the spring.
The spring is re-enforced by the latch p, which
is pivoted at one edge of the spring j, and is
notched to receive a screw, ¢, near the oppo-
site edge of the retaining-spring, 'The latch 100
p is closed over the retaining spring j, after

95

“ing secured to the edges of the bars by means | the staple ¢ has been introduced between the
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spring and the camera-stand top and received 't-tiqn-B of theleg B’ is provided with two right-

in the slot m. |

The camera-stand top C is preferably made

of circular form, and is divided into three

5 parts, 1 2 3. The part 1 18 cornected with
the part 2 by means of ordinary butt-hinges, 7.
The part 3 is connected with the part 2 by

- means of long butt-hinges s, which allow the
part 3 to fold over the part 1, after part 1 has

t0 been folded upon part 2, as shown in Figs. 8
and 9. There are three retaining springs, 7,
upontheundersurface of the camera-stand top,
arranged at three equally distant points in the
periphery of the top, and theretaining-springs

15 are so disposed as to bring one of them on each
of the sections 1 2 3, as shown in Fig. 7. Re-
cesses { w are made on the central part, 2, for
receiving the screws and latch of the retain-

- . 1ng-spring on the part 1, when the part 1 is
20 folded over upon part 2, and part 1 is provided

- with recesses ¢’ v/, for'receiving the fastening
screws and latch of the retaining-spring on
part 2, when the parts are folded together.
- Part 1 is also provided with a mortise, v, for

- 25 receiving the thumb-serew w, which projects
through the mortise » of part 1, and into the
mortise v in part 3. The thumb-screw w is
apertured to receive a bolt, «”, sliding in a

- radial hole in the camera-stand top, and serv-
30 ing to fasten the top together after it is folded.
The bolt a” is provided with a pin, ¢/, which
projects through an oblong countersunk aper-
ture in the top of the camera-stand top for
moving the bolt. o

35 In the upper surface of the camera-stand
top 1s formed a shallow circular recess, d/, in
which is placed a cross-bar, ¢, arranged to
turn on the boss of a central plate, f/, secured

to the top by ordinary screws. The ends of
40 the cross-bar ¢ are provided with hooks ¢/,
which are oppositely arranged with respect

to each other, and are adapted to engage
screws /', projecting from the parts 1 8, and
hold the parts of the camera-stand top in an

45 unfolded position. A stop-pin, ¢, projects
from the part 2, for limiting the movement of
the cross-bar, and the hook ¢, at one end of
the cross-bar, is provided with a notch,
which engages a wire spring, I, secured to
50 part 2, and provided with an angled end pro-
jecting into an aperture, k', in part 2, when
the cross-bar e is not in use.

"~ The annular surface D of the camera-stand

- top 18 covered with plush or velvet, or other
55 suitable yielding material, to partially or
wholly prevent the communication of the vi-

brations of the camera-stand top to the camera |

supported thereby. When the camera-hold-
ing serew w is received in the mortises v ¢/, it

6c is wholly contained by the folded top, and is |

therefore out of the way.
The manner in which the legs A’ B’ ¢ of

the camera-stand are secured together is shown
in Fig. 5. The back of the section B of the
65 leg A’is provided with recesses m’. opposite

angled hooks, »/, projecting in the same di-
rection, which are received in the recesses m’ |
and engage the plates b’ a;. The under surface 70
of the section B of theleg B’ is provided with
a recess, m’, opposite the plate a, and with a
right-angled hook, #”, near the opposite end. .
The leg C'is similarly provided with a recess,
m/, opposite the plate a, and with a hook, n’, 75
near the opposite end, thehook »' of the leg B"
being received in the recess m’ of the leg ¢/
and brought into engagement with the plate
a. In asimilar manner the hook #” of the leg
(" 1is received in the recess m’ of theleg B and 8o
engages the plate ¢ of that leg. . |
When it is desired to widen the distance be-
tween the upper ends of the bars A, each bar

18 provided with a right-angled hook, ", and

the camera-stand top C is provided with twore- 83
taining-springs, j, and latches p, and the platé
b’ is replaced by a lateh, »°, which is pivoted
to-one of the bars A, and engages a screw, o,
projecting from the other bar, when the
camera-stand topis folded for storage or trans- gc
<portation. . | -- |
Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Pa,tenb, iIS— R o . |
1. A camera-stand top formed of two or more 95
parts hinged together at their adjacent edges

‘and arranged to fold flatwise one upon the

other, corresponding faces of the sections of
the top being folded inward, substantially as
herein shown and described. - 100
2. The combination, with the camera-stand
top having the circular recess 4, and formed
of parts hinged together and adapted to fold
one upon the other, of a cross-bar, €, pivoted
to the central part of the top, in the recess d’, 105
and arranged to hold the parts of the top in
an unfolded position, substantially as herein
shown and described. | A
3. The combination, with the camera-stand:
top provided with a recess, d, and formed of 110
parts hinged together and adapted to fold one
upon the other, of a cross-bar, €/, pivoted to the
central part of the top, and the screws 7/, in-
serted in the parts 1 3, for receiving the hinged |
ends of the cross-bar ¢, substantially as herein 11§
shown and desecribed. | |
4. The combination, with the pivoted cross-
bar ¢, provided with a notch, j/, of the spring
l', secured to the middle portion of the top and
adapted to engage the notch 4/, substantially 120
as herein shown and described. S
5. The combination, in a camera-stand top,
of the central part, 2, provided with the aper-
tured camera-holding serew w, the parts 1 3,
arranged to fold upon the part 2 and provided 125
with mortisesv v, and the bolt a”, sliding in the
part 3, adapted to enter the apertare of the
screw w and hold the several parts of the top
In their folded position, substantially as herein
shown and described. - - | 130
6. The combination, with the camera-stand

the plates " a. The outer surface of the sec- | top provided with the slots m, of the springs
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4 and latches p, for receiving and holding the
camera - stand legs, substantially as herein
shown and described.

7. The combination, with the camera-stand

5 top provided with the slots m and beveled sur-
faces at the edges thereof, of the springs j and
latches p, for receiving and holding the camera-
stand legs, substantially as herein shown and
described. -

roc 8. The combination, with the camera-stand
top provided with the metal-lined slot m and
beveled surfaces at the edges thereof, of the
springs § and latches p, for receiving and hold-
ing the camera-stand legs, substantially as
15 herein shown and described.

9. In a camera-stand, a leg formed of par-
allel bars A, provided with connecting-plates
aa bb,and thesection B,pivoted between the
bars A and provided with a spring-acted latch,

20 f, for engaging the plate «, substantially as
herein shown and described.

10. In a camera-stand, the combination,with

the folding legs, of an automatic or self-acting |

locking device adapted to lock the legs in ex-

25 tended position by the act of opening the same, |

as herein set forth.

| 11. The combination, with the bars A of a
| camera-stand top, of staples or hooks inserted
in the ends of the bars and adapted to be re-
tained by springsj on the camera-stand top, 30
substantially as herein shown and described.
12. In aleg for camera-stands, the combina-
tion, with the bars A, of a staple, ¢, secured to
the ends of the bars and adapted to be retained
by the spring 4, substantially as herein shown 35
| and deseribed.
13. The combination, with the camera-stand
top C, provided with slots m, springs j, and
latches p, of legs formed of bars A and pro-
vided with staples 4, substantially as herein 40
shown and described. |
| 14. A camera-stand top provided with a
yielding covering for supporting the camera
and preventing the jarring of the camera-stand

| from being communicated to the camera, sub- 45
stantially as described.
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JOHN J. HIGGIN®.

Witnhesses:
EDGAR TATE,
EpwD. M. CLARE.
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