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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

THOMAS O. POTTER, OF BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS.

SUSPENDER-CLASP.

SPECIFICATION forming vart of Lietters Patent Nd.‘ 353,8‘13. dated December 7, 1886.
Application filed June 28, 1886. Serial No. 206,385, (Nn model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THoMAS O. POTTER, of
Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of
Massachusetts, a citizen of the United States,
have invented a new and useful Improvement
in Suspenders, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact description, reference being
had to the-accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, in explaining its na-
10 ture.

' Theinventionrelates, especially, toaclaspor
attaching device to be used in connection with
or to form a part of the suspenders such as
are described in my Patent No. 322,480, and

15 1t 1s adapted to be fastened or secured to the
rod or device for supporting the pantaloons or
other article of dress, for the purpose of af-
fording a sufficient means for attaching or se-
curing the rod or support of the suspenders

20 to the waistband of the pantaloons or other

~article of wearing-apparel, and one that can
be readily applied. |

In the drawings, Figures 1, 2, and 3 are
plans of blanks from which the clasp or at-

25 taching devices are made. Fig. 4 is a plan
view of a blank from which its pronged jaw is
made. Fig. 5 is a view showing the blank

o

represented in Fig. 2 formed or bent to shape,

but before the jaw and its operating device are
30 attached thereto. Fig. 6is a plan of the blank
from which the link which connects the jaw
with the front plate of the attaching device is
made. FKig. 7 represents it in perspective
formed to the desired shape. Fig. 8isa view
35 1n perspective of the complete attaching de-
vice before it is secured to its support or rod.
Fig. 9 is a view in perspective of the complete
jaw made from the blank shown in Fig. 4.
Fig. 10 18 a view in elevation of the complete
40 suspender, representing the attaching devices
as secured to the waistband bars or rods. Fig.
11 18 an enlarged view of one of the waist-
band bars or rods with the attaching devices
secured thereto, and also showing a section of
45 a walstband. Fig.12isa viewin vertical sec-
tion through one of the attaching devices, rep-
resenting it as applied to a waistband, and the
withdrawn position of the jaw to permit the
insertion of the waistband. Fig. 13 isa view
50 of the same parts shown in Fig. 12, the jaw
having been passed through the material of
the waistband to fasten the attaching devices

thereto. Fig. 14 represents a slight change in

the form of the front plate of the attaching
device, reference to which is hereinafter made.
Kig. 15 is a view in elevation, and Fig. 16 in

vertical section, illustrating the attaching de-

vice as employed for holding a button and se-
curing it to the waistband or other article.
In the drawings, A A’ represent the shoul-

der-straps, which are connected by the cross

back-strap a. They support hooksa’ «?, which
engage rings b, carried by the supports B B'.
Hach of these supports preferably has three

waistband-attaching devices, which engage or

lay hold of the waistband of the pantaloons
or other article of dress at as many points.
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The attaching device comprises, essentially,

a back plate having a slot or recess, a front
plate carrying a sliding or movable jaw hav-
Ing prongs, and a toggle or link for moving
the sliding plate and for locking it in position,
the prongsbeing moved from one plate through
the waistband of the pantaloons or other arti-
cle, and in a downward directionintoa pocket,
slot, or recess in the back plate. The device
18 otherwise construeted soas to be secured to
the suspender rod or support, and also to pro-
vide means for holding the ring with which
the suspender-hook engages. This ring, how-
ever, 18 used only In connection with the cen-
tral attaching device or fastening. The back

and front plates are preferably made from one

blank.

In Fig. 1 I haverepresented in plan a blank
of metal from which the back and front plates
are made or formed. This blank is subjected
tothe operation of suitable punching and form-
Ing or stamping devices, whereby a long slot,
¢, 18 formed in the end or section ¢, which
forms a part of the front plate, C/, and the

holes ¢* and eross-bars ¢*, provided to form a

part of the hinge or joint by which the toggle
or link is secured to the front plate, as here-

Inafterspecified. The blank may further have

holes ¢* for the reception of the hinges or joints
of the jaw and the toggle or link; also the long

73
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slot, ¢, in the part or section ¢’, which forms |
a portion of the back plate, Y, and which

1s adapted to receive the ends of the prongs.
The blank is further shaped by bending the
end section, ¢', inward upon the line of the
slot, so as to bring the slot ¢’ into the position
represented 1n Figs. 5 and 12, and by bending

I10)
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its end backward uponitself to form the cover

¢® to the slot, and thereby acting to receivethe

~ends of the prongs and prevent them from

5 vice.

10 erably is made of a blank, d, shaped as shown
~in Fig. 6, and it has the ears d’ and holes d* to

projecting out from the baek plate of the de-
‘The end section, ¢’, is also bentto bring

the slot¢’into the pOSltlon represented In Figs.

5 and 12. After the formation or shaping of
“the blank in this manner the link and sliding
jaw preferably are attached. Thelink D pref-

form the pivots or cross-bars @. . The ears d
serve when bent to connect it with the front

‘plate, C), the ears being turned .or bent about |
15 the cross-bars ¢’ to form a hinge or joint.

- The
blank also has a little thumb-piece, d*, turned

~ outwardly therefrom. The jaw E is made

from a blank shaped substantially as shown i in 7

Fig. 4, and it has the ears e and the prongs ¢,

- 20 Wthh are bent to project from the remainder
. of the plate, substantially as shown in Fig. 9.

25

This pronged plate is attached to the link D
by the ears e, the ears being bent about the
cross-bars or p1eces & and f01 ming a- hmge or
joint. | +

When the device is employed in connection

with a suspender rod or support, such as above |

~-referred to, the back plate hae,’additionally,

30

one or two wing-pieces, F, as preferred, by
which it 13 secured to the rod or support.

- When the device is attached to the end of the

35

~'When it is used as the central attachmg de-:

‘supporting-rod, only one wing-piece is neces-
sary, and that is arranged to project upon the
‘end of the rod or support, and so that the end

of the rod or support may be brought flush
with the side edge of the attaching device.

vice upon the rod or support, then there may

~  betwo wing-pieces used, as represented in Fig.

10

45
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o any other purpose where it is desired to ob-

55
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5. 'The wing, it will be observed, is of suffi-
cient length and so shaped as to be turned or

bent about the rod to support. the attaching
device 1n place.

connection with the rod or support, the blank
from which the front and back plates are made
may be longer, so as to enable it to be placed

“over the ring and fasten it to the bar or rod,
or the ring may be 1ndependent1y secured te

said bar or rod.

I would say that I do not limit the use of
the invention to suspenders having the con-
struction above indicated, but may use it for

tain an attaching device for securing a strap
or other article in place. It may be used also
as & means for holding buttons, and in Fig. 16

I have represented a button, H, attached to
~the front plate; but this I eonmder substan-
tially an equwalenb for the wing plece or
pieces I. . 3

It will be seen that the front and baek plates.
of the attaching device are separated from

~each other so as to form a receiving recess or

65

space, L—that is, a space adepted to receive

the waistband or other thing to which the
fastening may be attached—and that by bend-

353,813
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mg the lower edge, &, of the front plate out-

‘wardly not only is the slot.-¢ brought into

a desirable position for -the reception of the

recess is provided than if this part of the

that the back plate not only has a slot or
pocket for the reception of the prongs of the

preferably, is upon the same lme w1th the

jaw-prongs ¢. | |
From what I have stated 1t wﬂl be netlced

the first to provide a receiving-space, L, a jaw
held in place to the last-named plete and
adapted to be moved by a link or hinge ACross
said receiving-space.

ing space or recess between the front and back
plates, the slide platé or jaw of course having

the material passing through the same and

shaped as shown in Fig. 14, so that the toggle
or link will be forced inward or broken to- -
ward the plate upon the application of strain - .
to the prongs, as by so doing a more perma- =~

.nent and better locking of the jaw is obtained.

It will be seen that the prongs of the jawand
their holding-pocket occupy such relation to -~ -
each other that the strain cr downward pullof - .~

| first been moved outwardly. = After the mate-
‘rial has been thus placed the jaw or sliding
plate is moved inwardly, the prongs entering*
95 -
extending into-the slot or pocket upon the

other side, and they are held locked in place -
by the straightening of the link or toggle. It
is preferable that the front plate be curved or =

front plate were straight. It will also be seen . .

‘hole or slot which recewes the ends of the o

' In use the material tewhlch the attechmcrf - B
device is to be secured is placed in the recew-( |

o

100

-,

o
jaw E, but a somewhat wider opening to the |

jaw E, but that it also has ashoulder, M, which, =

80
that the essential features of the device arethe
plate- having a prong-receiving hole, slot, or =~
| pocket, another plate arranged 1n relatlon to.

the material is to a very considerable extent -
‘against the shoulder M of the back plate, and

[0

| that snch downward pull or strain also serves
When a ring, (, is used, as it alweys 18, in

jaw locked.

In my eppll'cetlon of even dete heremth Je-
rial No. 206,383, 1 have shown a walebband
support cempriSed of short links having ver-

| given them, and I would state that I do not
“herein clalm the said construction or the con- -
struction shown in the drawings of that case.

‘Having thus fully deseribed my invention, I
of the United States—

a-slot, and a cover, ¢, to said slot, adapted to

1. An attaching device for SULSpendere and-g B
other articles, comprising a back plate having .
form a poeket for receiving and shleldmg the -~ =
ends of the jaw, a movable jaw, B, provided -
with prongs e, formed to pass into ea,ld slot e,

to hold the toggle and link etralght and the ..

| 11§ .
tical pivots, by which horizontal flexure i1s -

120 i.:
claim and desire to secure by Letters Petent. _ :

and the link D hinged to said movable jaw o
130

and to the front plate of the device, outside the
receiving-recess of the devme, substantmlly as

‘described.

- 2. The eombmatlon in an attaehmg devwe,: B
| ofe beek plate hzwmg a slot, c a.nd a shoul I




5 Jaw, E, attached to said front plate and of

(1O

15

353,813

der, M, adjacent thereto, a front plate in con-
tinuation of said back plate, and forming in
connection with said back plate a recess for

|

with sald front plate, having terminal prongs
and movable through a slot formed in said
last-named plate across the garment-receiving

the reception of the garment, and a movable | recess into the prong-receiving recess in the

back plate, whereby the garment is inclosed

J

30

which the free end is formed, and adapted to | between two plates and is supporfted by the 35
be passed from the front of the front plate | prongs of a jaw, which pass through the ma-

in the back plabe, substantially as described.
3. Inan attaching device for suspenders and
other articles, a back plate, C*, having ashoul-

der, a slot, ¢, and a slot-covering plate, ¢ a |

front plate attached to or integral with the
back plate and forming in connection there-
with a recelving recess or space, provided with
a slot or recess, ¢, a jaw or slide-plate, E, hav-

~1ng prongs ¢, movable across said receiving

20

space or recess, and a link or hinged plate, D,
connecting said jaw or slide-plate with the
plate (', substantially as described.

4. An aftaching device for suspenders and

other articles, consisting of a back plate hav- |

Ing a recess for receiving and holding the

prongs of a holding-jaw, another or front plate
connected with the plate first named, and
adapted to form in connection with the back
plate a recess for the reception of the band of

the garment to be supported, and an independ-
~ent or separate jaw hinged to or connected

r

|

across the said recess and through the slot ¢ | terial, and each end of which jaw is supported

by the plates closely to the said receiving-re-
cess, substantially as deseribed.

5. A fastening device for suspenders and
other articles, having a sliding jaw provided
with prongs, and a link or hinged connecting-
piece provided with a thumb-piece or pro-
jection, d*, substantially as described.

6. An attaching device for suspenders and
like articles, econsisting of front and back
plates arranged to form or provide a receiv-
ing recess or space belween them, a separate
jaw or slide, E, movable across said receiving
space oOr recess, as specified, and connected
with the front plate by the link D, and the at-

| taching-wing or side piece or pieces, F, sub-

stantially as described.

THOMAS O. POTTER.

Witnesses:
- FRED. B. DOLAN,
J. M. DOLAN.
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