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To all whony it may concern:

- Beit knownthat I, JouN B. NATHAN, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at New York
city, In the State of New York, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Rail-

road Appliances, of which the following is a
specification.

The object of my invention is to provide
means and facilities to assist in replacing cars
and other rolling-stock on the track after the
same have been derm]ed from any cause; and
my invention consists in the features 'md de-
talls of construction hereinafter described and
claimed.

In the drawings, Flome 118 a plan view of

~ a rallroad-rail with one of my appliances con-
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nected thereto. Fig. 2 is an end elevation
taken in line 2 2 of I‘ln* 1, Showmg a section
of the car- wheel 1n plaee Fig. 3 is a longi-
tudinal section of two of my sectmus of the
rail as attached together when in use. Fig. 4
18 a view of a sectmn of my rail from the bot
tom side. Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the
end section where the ear or other piece of
rolling-stock is received in returning it to the
tl‘acL, and I1g. 6 18 a transverse vertical sec-
tion taken in line 6 6 of I'ig. 1, showing a seec-
tion of the rail and of the method 01 attqehmn
my appliance to the same.

In the drawings, A is a mlhoad rall; B, a
flexible jointed section by which the cars are
retarned to the track; C, the end section for
recelving the car; D, the end. section for de-
livering the car on the rall; K, a hole or collar
1 the ends of the dlfferent sections for attach-
ing them together; ¥, a coupling link or pro-

Jecblon for counecbmﬂ the sections together;
G, the car-wheel; H, a flange for embraemn-

the rallroad-rail at thepomt of connection be-
tween the piece D andsuch rail, and I a groove
for receiving the flange of the car- “heel while
returning the same to the track.

- In mahmn my 1lmproved means for replacing
derailed cars and other rulling-stock on the
track where the same have been by accident
deralled I make a number of sections of rail,

which may be fastened together and extended
to any distance from the main track desired
to reach the cars. I make the first section,

which engages with the rails of the track, with
a flange £0 ovella,p and embrace the top of the

rall, so as to make a firm and secure connec- |

tion, as well as guide the wheels of the car into
their proper places onthe track. Thissection

1s provided at its outer end with a link or g3
coupler for attaching it to another section.
KEach section of my temporary track 1s pro-
vided at one end with a link or conpler to ena-
bleit to be attached toitsfellow. Thiscoupler

is preferably T-shaped at the end, as shown 6o
in Fig. 4. Kach section is provided at the op-
posite end from this coupler with a collar or
hole. (Shown moreparticularlyin Fig. 5, and
designated by the letter ) 'This collar is of

2 slot shape, so that by turning the section of 65
the track to be attpched to it on edge the T
shape of the coupler may bereadily introduced
into the collar, when by turning it back into
1ts normal position the head of the T will be
tarned, so that it cannot be withdrawn from
the collar or slot. 1In this way as many sec-
tions of the track as may be necessary or de-
sired may be attached together and the tem-
porary track extended to the car which 1s in-
tended to be replaced on the track. Of course
1t will be understood that two of thesc rails
will be laid parallel to each other, md of proper
width to receive the wheels of the car. These
sections are also made somewhat 1oundmo at
their ends, to enable the track to be cur ved
and extended in any dueetlon neecessary to
reach the derailed car.

Owing to the means used for connecting the
various seetmus of thetrack together, they wiil
be entirely flexible, so as to fit the mequahi‘ﬂes
of the surface of the ground as they are being
laid toward the car. This makes it unneces-
sary to speclally prepare the ground for the
reception of my track. Iach of thesesections
1s provided with a groove or hollow along its
longitudinal upper surface, in which the flange
of the car-wheel is placed, and along which it
travelsinitsprogresstothe main track. These
grooves prevent the car-wheel from slipping
off and prevent the railsfrom spreadingapart,
as 16 18 not intended that ties or other connect-
ing-pieces need be required. The end of this
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groove 1n the piece D, conneceting with the
track, extends to such a point on the inside of
the rail as that the flange of the wheel will be 105
carried direetly in place, so that the tread of
the wheel will fall into position on the track.
This is plainly shown in Fig. 1.

Iprefer to make my sections of flexible track




5,80 that they will oceupy a firm and immov-
able position when laid in place.

It will be seen that one of the important uses
to which my device may be applied is the mak-

1ng of temporary switeches where it may be de-
sired to run one or more cars off to thesideotf
the track for any purpose. In thatcaseall that
will be necessary will be to put a temporary

track in place, extending as far from the main

! track as desired, and run the cars off on it.
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The connection w1th the main track can be

immediately broken by removing the piece D,
and renewed by laying it again in place.

- What I congsiderasnew, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

- 1. The combination of a main track a,nd a |
vertically and laterally flexible temporary |

353,754

of greater diameter at the bottom than at the | track for removmg and replacing cars and roll-- 20 -
top, as shown more partlcularly in Figs. 2.and

ingstock on the main track substantlally as__ |

described.

2. A temporary track for removmg and re- -

placing cars

and rolling-stock on the main
track, consisting of detachable sections hooked
or Jinked together, whereby the track is ren-
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dered vertically and laterally flexible and ex- -

tensible, substantially as described.

3. The combination of a main track and a

vertically and laterally flexible temporary
‘track for replacing derailed cars and rolling-
‘stoek, consisting of detachable grooved sec-
‘tions hooked or lmked together Slﬂostzmtlal15r
as descrlbed

| J OHN E. NATHAN
Wltnesses
~ FrANK L. DOUGLAS

GEORGE C. COOK
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