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To all whom it may concern: - |
Be it known that I, JAMES GALE WILBER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Starke, in the county of Bradford and State of
5 Florida, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Clamps, of which the following
is a specification, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings.
- My invention relates to an improvement in
10 clamps, adapted either for tHooring or siding,
or pressing glued joints; and it consists in the
peculiar construction and combination of de- |
vices that will be more fully set forth hereinaf-
ter, and particularly pointed out in the claim.
15 In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side eleva-
tion of my invention as applied when 1n opera-
tion. Fig. 2 is a plan view of the same.
A represents a bar, which is provided at one
end with a projecting point, B, which extends
29 substantially at right angles from the bar. To
the opposite end of the bar 1s pivoted a head,
C, which 1s free to -turn on the bar for a suait-
able distance.
The operation of my invention is as follows:
25 The sharpened point of the bar is forced into

the upper side of the joist when laying a floor, |

and the bar is moved out of line with the said
joist, with the head bearing against the board
which isto be forced in place. The baris then
30 moved orswung through a portion of a circle,
which causes the head to slide on the edge of
the board and force the latter into position.
‘When the bar reachesa position parallel with
the joist, the board is forced home and 1s re-
35 tained In that position while being -nailed.
In order to release the clamp from the board,

itisonly necessary to swing the outerend of the |-

bar to one side, which causes the pivoted head
to disengage the edge of the board, and the bar

may be readily removed from the joist by 40

withdrawing its spike projection therefrom.
When applying the clapboards to the side of
a house, the clamp 1s used in the same manner,
the sharpened point of the bar being caused

manner as previously described.

By pivoting the head C on the end of the

bar the head always remains parallel with the

edge of the board while the bar is being

moved and until the bar has been moved far

enough to cause the head to entirely disengage
the board.

-to engage with one of the studs in the same 45

50

A flooring-clamp thus constructed is ex-

tremely cheap and simple, is thoroughly effi-
cient and practical, is easily operated, and 1S
not likely to get out of order.

Having thus deseribed my 1nvention, I
claim— |

The combination, in a flooring-clamp, of the
bar having one end bent at right angles and
sharpened, and thereby provided with an en-
gaging-point, and the cross-head C, pivoted to
the opposite extremity of the bar and extend-
ing from opposite sides thereof 1n a plane atb
right angles to the point, substantially as de-
scribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

JAMES GALE WILBER.

Witnesses:
G. W. LIVINGSTON,
VYW. LAKE.
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