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To alil whony it may concern:

Be it known that I, SYLVESTER LYMAN ING-
HAM, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Granville, in the county of Licking and
State of Ohio, have invented a new and usefal
Improvement in Gates, of which the following
1s a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
gates; and it consists in the peculiar construe-
tion and combination of devices that will be

- more fully set forth hereinafter, and particu-
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larly pointed out in the claim. |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side elevation of a gate embodying my im-
provements. Iig. 21s a similar view of the
same, showing the gate in an elevated POSi-
tion. Fig. 3 is a horizontal section taken on
the line x 2 of Fig. 1.

A represents the post to which the gate 1s
hinged,and Brepresents the post agalnst which
the gate closes. The gate is composed of the
end bars, C, which are connected by means of
ralls D, the said rails being pivoted at their
ends to the bars C. Near the center of the
gate, and on opposite sides of the rails D, is a
palr of vertical bars, E, thesaid bars being piv-
oted tothesaid rails by means of pivotal bolts F.

G represents a pair of pawls or brace-arms,
which are pivoted at their lower ends to the
lower rail, C, near the inner end of the gate.
The upperends of thesaid pawlsorbrace-arms
engage recesses or notches H, which are made
In the rear sides of the vertical bars E. The
sald pawls or brace-arms are connected to-
gether by means of a bolt, I, which is adapted
Lo engage a recess or notch, K, that ismade in
one of the bars or rails D near the rear end
thereof.

The operation of my invention is as follows:
As shown in Fig. 1, the upper ends of the

~ pawls or brace-arms engage notches near the
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upper ends of the bars E. If it be desired to
raise the outer end of the gate, so as to sup-
port the same in an inclined position, in order
to clear a spow-drift or to permit the passage

- of small stock under the gate, the upper ends
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of the pawlsare caused to engagelower notches
Or recesses 1n the rear sides of the bars E.
When the gate is raised to its highest point,
the bolt I, which connects the pawls or brace-

arms D, catches in the recess ornoteh K in one |

of the rails D, as shown in Fig. 2. The boltT
connects the pivoted braces or pawls at an in-
termediate point of their length, so asto adapt

them for simultaneous operation, and the bolt 55

13 arranged between two adjacent panels or
bars of the gate, so that the upward movement

of the pawls or braces is limited. When the
free ends of the gate-panels are elevated to
their highest point, the bolt enters the notech 6o
or recess in one of the gate-bars to more effect-
ually prevent the free ends of the pawls or
braces from becoming disengaged from the
teeth, and thereby more effectually prevent
the gate from being lowered when it strikesan 6 5
object or is struck by a passing animal.

A gate thus constructed is cheap and simple,
and very strong and durable, and eannot sag.

I am aware of Patent No. 59,196 for gates,
which employs two vertical end pleces or up- 7o
rights, a series of horizontal bars pivotally
connected atb their extremities to the said up-
rights, the upper bar having aseries of notches
in 1ts upper edge, and inclined braces pivoted
at their lower ends to one of the gate-barsand 75
connected at their upper ends by a transverse
pin, which is adapted to euter one of the se-
ries of notches in the upper bar to hold the
gate at any desired elevation. -

I am also aware of Patents Nos. 47,994 and 8o
77,251, in which a swinging gate is provided
with a vertical central notehed bar that is con-
nected to the horizontal bars of the gate, which

1n turn are pivoted at their extremities to the

vertical end stiles, and a pivoted inclined bar 85
adapted to engage one of a series of notches in
the rear side of the said vertical central bar.

In myimproved gate I employ a pair of ver-
tical central bars, which are pivoted to the
horizontal bars of the gate and provided with 90
a series of notches in their rear sides, one of
the middle bars of the gate being provided
with anotchinitsupperside at a point thereon
some distance in rear of the vertical notched
central bar, and a pair of pawls located on op- 95
positesides ofthe gate-barsand pivoted thereto
at their lower ends, the said pawls being
adapted to engage the teeth or notches of the

| vertical central bars at their free ends, and

connected at an intermediate point of their Iou
length by a transverse pin or bolt, which is
adapted to enter the notch in the middle bar




 of the g:-i-te wheﬁ the latter has been elevated |
locks. the
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to its highest point, and thereby
pawls from accidental disengagement with the
teeth of the vertical central bars. 1 thus pro-
vide improved means over the devices herein-
before referred to, which serve to more effect-

ually uphold the gate while it 1s 1n an elevated
position, by locking the pawlsagainstdisplace-

mentif theyshould become accidentally struck
in swinging the gate. | | |

Having thus described my invén‘tion, 1

- claim—
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- As an improvement 1n gatés, the combina-
tion of the vertical end bars, the horizontal

rails pivoted thereto at their extremities, the
vertical bars E, arranged on opposite sides of

the rails or panels to which they are pivoted |
- and between the end bars, and having a series
of notehes or teeth in their rear sides, one of.

the middle horizontal bars of the gate being

provided with a noteh, K, in its upper side |
‘and at a point thereon in rear of the bars E,

. . assesz

the inélined braces or pé,wls arra}nged on Op,-'

posite
they are

sides of the horizontal bars, to which
pivoted at their lower ends and

adapted to engage the teeth or notches in the .~
bars E at their upper ends, and abolt, 1, con-

‘necting the said braees or pawls at an inter-
mediate point of their length for simultane-
ous adjustment, and arranged above the hori-

zontal bar in which the noteh K is formed,and
adapted to fit in the said notch when the gate

‘is elevated to its highest point, thereby to lock

the pawls against displacement, substantially
as deseribed, for the purpose set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing asmy .
signaturein pres-

own I have hereto affixed my

ence of two witnesses.

- Witnesses:

FANNIE M. GREEN,
A. E. ROGERS.
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