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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM H. BROWN, OF INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA, ASSIGNOR TO CHARLES
H. SPARKS, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

DOOR FOR JAILS OR PRISONS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 353,662, dated December 7, 1880,
Application filed August 5, 1836. Serial No. 210,050. . (No model.)

To all whom it QY CONCETTL:
Be 1t known that I, WiLriam H. BROWN, of

the city of Indianapolis, county of Marion, and -

otate of Indiana, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Doors for Jails or
Prisouns, of which the following is a specitica-
tion. -

The object of my said invention is to pro-
vide a door for jails or prisons which may be
operated from outside another door or grating,
whereby the keeper may be enabled to open
and close the cells without coming in contact
with the prisoners. This object is accom-
plished by mounting the cell-door upon bars
which extend through openings above and be-
low the outer door,or through the grating,and
pivoted at said points where they pass through,
and are provided with handles for operating
and means of fastening outside of said outer
door or grating.

My present invention was originally devised
to be used in connection with that class of jails
or prisons shown and described in Letters Pat-
ent INo. 244,358, dated July 12, 1881, granted
upon the application of myself and Benjamin
F. Haugh, jointly; but I do not desire to limit
myself in this particular, as the door is also
applicable to jails or prisons of other construc-
tiouns.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
which are made a part hereof, and on which
similar letters of reference ind.cate similar
parts, Figure 1 is a horizontal sectional view
through a jail or prison of the character shown
and described in said Letters Patent, when
provided with my improved door, and show-
Ing the said jail or prison in general plan;
Fig, 2, a similar section, on an enlarged scale,
of my said door and the immediately adjacent
parts, as seen from the dotted line 2 2 in Fig.
o; Fig. 3, a central vertical section through
sald door, looking toward the right from the
dotted line 3 3 in Fig. 2, and Fig. 4 a detail
perspective view of the upper portion of the
doors, and showing the operating and fasten-
Ing devices of my improved door more clearly.

In said drawings, the portions marked A
represent the outer walls of the jail or prison;
B, a corridor extending around within said
walls, between them and the cell structure; C,
& heavy grating surrounding the cell structure;

| D, said cell structure; E, my improved door,

and F the outer or vestibule door, from outside
of which my improved door may be operated,

The general construction shown, as before sc
stated, is similar to that shown and deseribed
In the Letters Patent No. 244,358, but may be
of any desired construction, althcugh I regard
my 1nvention as more particularly valuable
with the one illustrated.

The front portion of the corridor B, or that
portion next the door-opening in the grating
C, I have shown as cut off and formed into a
vestibule, or rather a double vestibule, by
means of grating-partitions B', B*, and B, In 65
the last-mentioned partition islocated the door
F, from behind which, or from behind the said
grating, the keeper, standing in the outer ves-
tibule, may operate the door embodying my in-
vention. Doors )’ §* lead from the inner ves-
tibule to the main corridor B.

In the grating C, whether of the illustrated
or other form, is a door-opening. In the con-
struction of prison shown there is but one
door-opening; but in ordinary prisons hav-
ing stationary cells there would be a door-
opening to each cell, as usual.

My improved door is in the form of a seg-
ment of a circle, and has two bars, E' E*, one
of which extends out through underneath the
outer or vestibule door, F, and the other simi-
larly extends out above said door, being piv-
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oted at the bottom and top to the frame of

said door by pivots ¢, as shown. Of course
the door I might be placed to one side, and 85
the bars E' and I might extend through
appropriate openings in the grating B? in-
stead of above and below this door,.if de-
sired. Upon the outer portion of the lower
bar, E' of the door B is a hinged ecatch, ¢,
which is adapted to engage with notches in
the floor, or a catch-bar therein. The upper
bar may be similarly constructed; or, as sho wn,
(and as is preferable,) it may have a pivoted
cateh, ¢, which passes down through a hole 0
therein, and a hole in the segmental bar b’
where 1t may be secured by alock, E?,

-1t will be seen by an examination of Fig. 2,
(in which the open positions of my door are
shown by means of dotted lines,) that the
keeper, standing in theouter vestibule behind
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| the vestibule-door F, or grating B?, can see not
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' oniy. into the cell, (which in the coﬁstructitm [ a door mounted upon bars pivoted inthe door- R T

shown is brought in front of the door-opening

- 1In the grating C by the rotation of the cell

- struacture,) but &lso into the GOI'['ldOI' in both
5 directions.

"~ The doors leadmg from the inner vestibule

into the corridor can be handled by any of the

usual and well-known means, or the one de-
- gired may be opened by hand before the vesti-

- 10 bule-door F is closed. The keeper can, there-
. fore, by leaving one or the other of said doors
open, and then by standing behind the closed
vestibule-door, operate my improved door E

" 1n such a manner as to direet the movements
15 of each prisoner separately, without coming
‘the - construction 1]1ustrated is used being
~ brought in front of the door-opening in the
gratmg Cbefore the door E 18 opened, and, in

20 case the ordinary non-movable constmction

- is used, a similar arrangement of vestibules,

in connectlou with the cells pmvlded with thIS
door, would give the same result.

by Letters Patent, -1s—
1. The combmablon with the door- openmw

of a jail or prison, of.a vestibule or space ad-

jacent thereto-and & door to said opening,

- 30 mounted upon pivotedbars extending out into

said vestibule, whereby it can be operated
from said vestibule substantially as set forth.
2. The combmatmn in 2 jail or prison, of
the cell structure, a vestibule adjacent thereto,
35 a door leading from the vestibule into the slﬂce

or corridor in front of the cell structure, and |

in contaet with any of them, each cell, in case

Having thus fully described my said inven-
tion, what I claim as new, and desue to secure |

opening for said vestibule-door, and adapted
to close the door of the cell, said pivoted door .
being thus adapted to be Operated from out-

forth.

ing appr 0p11ate door-opening,

4. The - combination of the grating C, the
F therein, and the door K, ha;vmg bars B’ and
E?, which extend to 011t81d6 the door F, and are

be operated to open or close bhe door- 0pen1ng
in the grating C. + ~
b The combmat]on w1th Q door Opemng, of .

a door mounted on. pwoted bars, which bars =~
extend to outside another door or grating,
from where, through sald bars, said door may
‘be operated.

6. The combirjatmn of bhe door E pwoted

| bars therefor, a hinged catch on the end of one.

or both said bars, a ud means for securing such
cateh. L ' s
In witness whereof T have hereunto set my 65 Lo

hand and seal at Indianapolis, Indiana, this-
31st day of July, A. D. 1886.

WILLIAM H. BROWN [L 8] 1 o

In pr esence of—
C. BRADFTORD, |
CHARLES L. THURB]]R |

8. The combma.tlon ina Jall or puson of a
vestibule, a vestibule-door,a’cell structure hav-- - -
and a cell-door 45 R
f monnted upon pivoted bars and having appro- -'
priate operating and fastening devices outside
- said vestibule-door, substantmlly as set forth.

‘door-opening therein, the grating B? the door 56 B

po
side S&ld Vestlbule door, substantmllv as seb

‘mounted on pivots, whereby the door Eean
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