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To all whom it may concern: !
Beit known that I, PETER JOBN BAUMGART-
NER, a citizen of the United States, residing

at Berne, in the county of Adams and State
of Indiana, have invented certain new and

which the following is a specification, to wit:

This invention relates to thill- eouphnn*s
and 1t consists in certain peculiarities of the
construction and arrangement of the same,
substantially as will be hereinafter more fully
set forth and claimed.

In order to enable others skilled in the art
to which my invention pertains to make and
use the same, I will now proceed to describe
its construction and operation, referring to
the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a central longitudinal section of
the device. Fig. 2is a top plan view of the
same, and Kig. 3 is a detail view of the pr
oted keepe1

¢ represents a clip such as ordinarily used
in similar devices to clasp the axle, and 1s
provided witha pah of ears, «/, between which
18 held the eye «* of the thill ¢ by a pin, «,
which is passed through the ears and thill in

the usnal and well-known way. This pinis a |

plain one without head or screw, and is not a
bolt, as ordinarily used, as I prefer this con-
struction, though a bolt may be used, when
preferred, as hereinafter explained.

Upon the sides of the coupling-ears is piv- ¢
oted a [7]-shaped keeper, b, the ends of which |

are extended below the pivotal point to form
ears b, which, when the device isin use, cover
the ends of the pin a', and effectually prevent
its getting out of place.

The top or main |

body of this keeper lies across the upper side
of the ears ¢, and retains in place a block of
rubber,
coupling, and this keeper is confined in place
by a thumb-screw, ¢/, formed with a flange or
projection, ¢, on one side, as seen in Figs. 1
and 2, and it will be thus seen that a half-turn
of this screw will confine or release the keeper
at any time.

In practice the keeper may be used without
the extended wings, simply to confine the anti-
rattler ¢ in place and permit of its ready re-
moval, and an ordinary bolt used through the
thill; or the keeper may be used with its ex-
tended wings to retain the plain pin shown,
and the rubber block omitted, if desired; but
I prefer to use both in the manner herein rep-
resented, as forming a more simple and com-

plete device, not liable at any time toshake

loose, and very quickly and easily removed
without the use of wrenches or other tools.
Having thus fally described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 1s—
In a thill-coupling, the combination of the
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clip a, with ears «, the thill ¢*, and coupling- -

pin ¢f, with the keeper b, formed with extended
wings Z)’ the 1ubbe1 c, and the screw ¢', formed
with prugectwn ¢, all constructed and arr anged
to operate substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesges.
| PETER JOIIN BAUMGARTNER.
Witnesses:
SAMUEL SIMISON,
JOHN K., LacHoT.
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