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o all whom % may concerm:

Be it known that I, GEORGE W. SMITH, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Roch-
ester, in the county of Monroe and State of
New York, have invented a certain new and
useful Improvement in Mail-Bags; and 1 do
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the same, ref-
erence being had to the drawings accompany-
10 ing this application. _ -

My improvement relates to receptacles in
which a strap or slide provided with locking
devices is combined with the flap in such a
manner as to lock at several different points

15 along the mouth, thereby securing the flap fast
in place. | .

The invention consists in the construction
and arrangement hereinafter more fully de-

- seribed and definitely claimed.

20 In the drawings, Figure 1 is an elevation of
the top of a mail-bag with a portion broken

(W) |

away, exhibiting my improvement. Fig.2is-

a similar view looking on the opposite side.
Fig. 8 is a horizontalsection in line # 2 of Fig.
25 1. Fig.4 is an enlarged vertical cross-section
in line v y of Fig. 3. Fig. b is a perspective
view of a portion of the slide and one of the
staples, @ portion of the slide being broken
away. TIigs.6and7 arean elevation and plan
30 view, respectively, of the strap and one ot the
bearings, showing a modification.
A indicates a mail-bag, which in itself is of
ordinary form and construction.
B is the flap, which turns over and covers

| 35 the mouth of the bag.

My improvement is as follows: The said flap

B is secured at one edge to the outside of the
bag proper, as shown at v, Fig. 4, and extends
some distance beyond the bag, sufficient for

40 the attachment of the fastening and locking
device thereto, as shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 4.
To the opposite edge of the bag another ex-
tension-flap, B', is secured, also outside of the
bag, as shown in Fig. 4, and the bent-over
45 portion of the flap B laps down in front of this
extension-flap. Thus there is a space be-
tween the interior surfaces of the two flaps
equal to both thicknesses of the mouth of the
bag, even when they are shut closely together.

so  C ig a slide which rests loosely in a pocket,

‘)

‘and lock the flap B in place.

attached part of the. flap B, beyond the bag
proper, as shown, said slide being arranged
so as to have free end movement in the pocket.
The slide is preferably made of a leather strap, 55

but may be made of other material. The

pocket is formed in any desired way, but usu-
ally by riveting a leather strip on the inside
of the flap, with filling-picces that give suf-
ficient space to the slide. The whole pocket 60
and slide occupy little, if any, more thickness -
of space than the two thicknesses of the bag
between the two flaps, so that it does not swell
the thickness at the mouth of the bag, and the
whole constructionis very compact. Theslide 65
is wholly boxed in at the ends, as well as at
the top and bottom. - _

a @ are holes formed in the slide to receive
the staples or equivalent bearings, hereinatter
described, and b b are tongues or pins attached 7o
to the slide and striking into the staples to
lock the bag. These tongues are pointed and
preferably of wedging form, as shown, and
they project into the openings a «, the latter
being made of sufficient size to allow the nec- 75
essary movement of the slide over or around |
the staples. |

¢ ¢ are the staples, which are secured by riv-
ets or otherwise to the inside of the movable
part of the flap B, and in such position that 80
when the flap is turned over and closed, as
shown in the cross-section, Fig. 4, the said
staples will pass through slots d d of the sev-
eral thicknesses of leather of the flaps and
pocket, and will come in line with the several 83
tongues b b, and when the slide is drawn for-
ward said tongues will pass through thestaples
Figs. 1 and 3
show the tongues resting in the staples, lock-
ing the bag. When the slide is forced back, 9¢
the tongues free from the staples, and then the
flap ean be raised to open the bag.

The slide is wholly inclosed, as before stated, .
and the tongues b slide through the staples ¢
inside of the flap, and are therefore entirely 95
covered.

Figs. 6 and 7 show round-headed studs, which
may be used in place of the staples, the slide
in that case being provided with key-holeslots
to slide over the studs. Other equivalent 1cC
forms may be used. -

D, formed on the ingide of the permanently-| E isa plateon the outside of the back of the



- of the slide.
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~flap B. Itis attached”to,olne of the tongues b, ' as new, and desire to secure by Lettérs-Pgtent, - o

or to the slide itself, by a pivot, f, that passes
through a slot, g, in the outside leather. This |
slot 1s long enough to allow the proper throw
| The plate turns on the pivot,

‘and it serves as the handle by which the slide
18 moved forward and back. It alsoservesas
a label or tag holder, being provided with a
socket, into which the tag can be slid. This
tag 18 the direction-tag of the bag.. The front

~end of the plate is slotted and strikes over 3

staple, ¢*, attached to the flap and passing
‘through a slot of the several thicknesses of

attached to this staple, which secures the plate
and holds the slide locked. One of the sta- |

18— S |
- 1. In a mail-bag, the eombination of a fast-
ening-slide inclosed in a pocket in the back

side of the bag, or opposite to the movable 40_; _' e

flap thereof; a bolt or pivot extending from

‘the slide through aslot in the back side of the =~
bag, and a locking-plate attached to the bolt

or pivot, and serving,also, as a handle for mov-

pose herein set forth. =
2. The combination of the bag A, locking-

leather, like the other staples. The leck 7 o | slide C, inclosed in a pocket, D, in the back of

the bag, bolt or pivot f, projecting from the

slide through a slot, g, in the back of the bag, 59 .: o

locking-plate E, pivoted to the bolt or pivot

ples—that marked ¢'—is made longer than the ./, and serving as a handle to move the slide by,

~others, and the plate B is provided with a
‘horn, 4, at its rear end, so arranged that when
the plate is raised the horn will strike into the |
staple ¢, locking the rear end of the plate,
while the lock A locks the front end. The
dotted lines in Fig. 1 show the plate lowered
and thrown back to free the slide C from the
staplesbb. . o » |
By inclosing the strap orslide, as before de-

and for the purpose herein set forth. o
- 3. The combination of the main flap, the 55 °
pocket attached to the inside of the flap, the =
slide inclosed in the pocket, the pivoted plate - '

locking-staple ¢% and lock %, substan

tially as

on the outside of the flap, connected with the:

slide and forming a handle therefor, the horn __
upon the said plate, the staple into which the 6o o

horn enters, and the lock which secures the

ing the slide, substantially as and for..bhe pur45 | -

- 8cribed, it cannot be reached. The slide is _ .
not only inclosed, but the ends do not project, | purpose herein specified. - e
| as they are wholly covered by the endsof the | In witness whereof I have hereunto signed. -
30 bag. The only way of operating the slide is my name in the presence of two subscribing 65
by the handle projecting outside. = - { witnesses. I S T
B . GEORGE W. SMITH.

-~ The same invention is applicable to trunks, | |
boxes, and other receptacles having a 1id or | Witnesses: o

- cover. o | - - DANIEL T. HUNT, .

35~ Having described my invention,what I claim | R. F. Oscoop.
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