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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM WASSUNG, a
citizen of the United States, residing atSpring-
fieid, in the county of Hampden and State of
Massachusetts, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Cigar-Bundling Presses, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
presses for bundling cigars; and the inven-
tlon consists in the peculiar arrangement and
construction of the parts of the machine, as
hereinafter fully described, and as pointed out
in the claims.

In the drawings forming part of this speci-
fication, Figure 1 is a front perspective view
of a cigar-bundling press constructed accord-
iIng to my invention, the removable bottom
board notbeingshown therein. Fig. 2isa front
elevation, the open cover being shown turned
up and a projecting portion of one end being
shown broken away. Fig. 3 is a rear side ele-
vatlon of the press-operating devices, together

| having an opening therein,as shown, is hinged

at the rear side of the body of the press, and
18 adapted to be turned upward, as shown in
Fig. 2, to permit of placing the cigars conven-
tently in the press, and when turned down it
1s pressed more or less against said clgars,
and 1s caught under a hook, 7, on each end of
the body 2, whereby the cover is held in proper
closed position. A metallic brace, 8,is placed
ab the corners of the body of the press when
required to strengthen the same.

~ A plunger, 9, is supported within one end
of the body 2 upon a metallic arm, 10, which
extends through said end into a groove in the
upper side of the aforesaid projection 3, and
the horizontal portion of said arm is provided
with a rack on its upper side, as shown. On
sald projection 3 and on the adjoining end of
the press are secured two metallic standards,
12, one on each side of the groove insaid pro-
Jection 3, and between said standards is piv-
oted a lever, 13, having on one end thereof a

f

with a portion of the machine to which they |} geared segment engaging with the aforesaid

are attached. Kig. 4 are perspective views of
detaill parts, hereinalter described.

In the drawings, 2 is the body of the press,
of rectangular box-like form, constructed, pref-
erably, of hard wood, and having two ends
and a rear side, and at one end a projecting
stand or platform, 3, on which are located the
plunger-operating devices. In each of the in-
ner opposite sides of the ends of the body 2 is
formed a transverse groove, 4,and said grooves
are adapted to receive the ends of aremovable
bottom, 5, the latter being adapted toslide in
said grooves in and out of the body, and when
placed in the latter it occupies the position
shown in Fig. 2 relative to the lower main bot-
tom of the body of the press, and it may be
employed in the position shown in the last-
named figure, or it may be turned over and
placed 1n the body with what is now shown as
1ts upper side in Fig. 2 beneath the board and

- opposite the bottom of the press, thereby in-
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creasing the distance between the false bot-
tom and the upper side of the body 2, to per-
mit of putting forming-blocks. of greater di-
mensions into the press than those shown in
sald figure, as hereinafter described.

rack; and by theside of said lever 13, and on
the same pivot on which the latter swings, is
hung to vibrate a cam-shaped rack-stop, 14,
whose lower edge is capable of engaging with
sald rack and preventing the plunger 9 from
receding after having been forced against a
bunch of cigars in the press. |

A lever, 15, is pivoted on the side of lever
13, the lower end of which is adapted to en-
gage with the upper short arm of the cam-

- Stop 14 and cause the lower long arm of the

latter to be swung upward out of engagement
with said rack, thereby leaving said plunger

| free to be moved backward away from the

bundle of cigars.

The plunger 9 has attached to its face a me-
tallic plate, 16,(shown in Fig. 4,
able vertical slot therein to engage with the
head of ascrew,and the several forming-blocks
17and 18are each provided with a serew or pin,
19, adapted to engage in said plate 16, where-
by when said blocks are placed in the
they are suitably attached to said plunger, so.
that they move back and forth with the latter.
The said forming-blocks are also attached to
the end of the body of the press in the same
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) having asuit- QO
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50 A cover, 6, made, preferably, of metal, and | manner thal theyareattached to sald plunger, 100
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as shown in dotted linesin Fig. 2, the arrange-
ment of said plate 16 being such that-the head
of the screw on the forming-block is placed
over the end of the plate, and engages with
the latter when the block 1s dropped down-
ward, and the latter is easily disengaged from
the plunger or the end of the press by lifting
it up. Said forming-blocksl7and 18 are made
 of different dimensions to adapt them to press
10

number of the latter, Fig. 1 showing an ar-

rangement of the blocks 17 in the press (from
which the removable bottom 5 1s removed) to

provide a large bunching - compartment be-

15 tween the blocks, and Fig. 2 showing the ar-

| bunehmﬂ* cowpartment between the blocks.

- The Operatwn ofmy 1mprovements in bunch-
ing cigars 1s as follows: Thecover 61s opened,
as in F]g 2, and the usual bands or ribbons

~are placed between the forming-blocks 17 or
- 18, and the requisite number of cigars which
is to form the bundle is placed between said
25 blocks. The coveristhenshutdown and caught
~ under the spring-hooks 7, whereby it is. held
against the upper side of the cigars, prevent-
ingthem fromrising whenpressed, the plunger
9,when the cigars are” placed in the press, as
30 just stated, being drawn back byswinging le-
ver 13 to the position against the end of the
press, as shown 1n Fig. 1, and to press and

20

form the bunch of cigars between the blocks 17
or 18 the ends of both of the levers 13 and 15

aregrasped and drawntogether, therebyswing:-
"~ ing the cam-stop 14 away from the rack on the
'ﬂ plun ger-arm,and thenthe upper ends of both of

35

said levers areswungin a direction away from .
the end of thepress,therebyswinging said seg- |

mentinengagement with said rack and causin
the plunger 9 and the forming-block attached
thereto to move against said cigars and com-
press them 1ntoa bundle corresponding to the

40

- form of the blocks between which they are |
pressed, said bundle being pressed between

45
the fixed and the movable forming-block., The

- 8a1d levers are thenreleased and the cam-stop
14 is allowed to drop down against said rack,
thereby preventing the latter, the plunger, and
the forming-block attached thereto from mov-
ing away from or releasing the cigars from
pressure, after which the said bands or rib-
- bons are tied and the bundling completed.

1f desired, the bunch of cigars so formed
55 may be left in the press until, by partially
- drying, they will retain more completely the

form glven to the bundle by the fmmmg

.. -

bunches of cigars containing more or less in

rangement of the blocks 18,in conjunction with |
- the removable bottom 5, to provide a smaller |
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‘blocks:; of the bundle mav be at once removed

from the press, and to so remove the bundle

the ends of levers 13-and 15 are drawn to-

gether, as aforesaid, disengaging said cam-stop

from the rack and leewmg the plunger free to

be moved back, with the forming-block at-

tached thereto, away from the buneh of cigars.
- What I claim as my invention is—

1. A cigar-bundling press consisting of an -
open body, substantially as described, having
one side open and a cover hinged thereon, a

plunger supported at one end of ‘said bod y
within the latter, an arm to which said plunger

is attached, extending through the end of said
body and havmg a raok thereon,a lever pivot-

70 .

ally supported over the latter, hzwm oageared

‘segment thereon engaging with said rack, a

stop-cam pivoted at the side of said lever end

capable of swinging into engagement with said

rack, a disengaging-lever pivoted on said seg-

75

ment-lever and having one end engaging with

‘sald stop-cam, and Sll_ltdble forming-blocks re-

movably attached to said pl'unﬂ'el and to the
inner end of the press, combined and operat
ing substantially as set forth.

2. A cigar-bundling

80

press consisting of an -

open body, Subetantmlly as deseribed, having

one side open and a cover hinged thereon

and a removable bottom, aplonger supported |
at one end of said bodV w1th1n the latter, an

arm to which said plunﬂ*er is attached, ex_tend :

ing through the end of said body and having
a rack thereon, a lever pivotally'supported

overthelatter,having ageared segnientthereon

90 . .

engaging Wlth said raek a stop -cam pivoted
at the side of said lever and capable of swing-

ing into engagement with said rack, a disen-
gaging - lever pivoted on said Segment -lever

and having one end engaging with said stop- -

g | cam, and suitable forming-blocks removably

attached to said plunger and to the inner end
of the press, oombmed and opelatlng sub-
stantially as set forth.

3. The combination, with the body 2, of the

forming - blocks arrenged In the latter the

plunger 9, acting -against one of said bloeks,-_ |
the arm 10 attached to said plunger and hav-

ing a rack thereon, the lever 13, having a
geared segment thereon engaging w1th said

rack, the stop-cam 14, pivoted at the side of

said lever, and the lever 15, pivoted on theside

105

of the ldttel and engaging Wlth sald stop-cam,

substantially as set forth. .

- WILLIAM WASSUNG
. Witnesses:

- WM. H. CHAPIN
- W. F. RiIcE.
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