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To all whom it may concerm: |

Beitknownthat I,JorN REEDER, of Haynes-
ville, in the parish of Claiborne and State of
Louisiana, haveinvented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Aole-Traps; and 1 do
hereby declare the {following to be a tull, clear,
and exact deseription of the invention, such
as will enable others skilled in the art towhich
it pertains to make and use it, reference being
had totheaccompanying drawings, which form
part of this specification.

My invention relates to an improvement In
mole-traps; and it consists in the combination
of the springs, the lever operated by the
springs, a barbed Dblock, a rod connected to
the block, a support for the rod when In a
raised position, a catch under which the tront
end of the rod catches the trigger, and a rod
which is connected to the cuter end of the le-
ver and which acts upon the trigger, all of
which will be more fully deseribed hereinafter.

The object of my invention is to provide an
impalement-trap for moles, and which can be
placed over the burrow of the moles so that
when the operating lever is pushed up from
below the barbs will be forced downward npon
the mole, so as to impale 1t. |

Figure 1 is a side elevation ol a trap em-
bodying my invention, showing the different.
parts in one position in solid lines and in an-
other position in dotted lines. Fig. 21sa front
view showing the barbs in a raised position.

A represents a suitable frame-work, which

. may either be constructed as here shown, or
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in any other way that may be preferred, .and
which isintended to be placed upon the ground
over the burrows of the moles. Pivoted inthe
bottom of this frame is the operating-lever B,
which has a suitable amount of vertical play
at its free end, for the purpose of forcing the
rod C, connected to it, upward against the trig-
ger. Secured to the springs D at thelr front
ends is the block I, which has a suitable num-
ber of barbs, ¥, secured to its underside. The
rear ends of the springs are rigidly fastened to
the rear end of the frame, and aliow the block
to be raised upward for the purpose of having
it set in position, and then foree it downward
with sufficient force to drive the barbs into the

mole when it moves the lever B. There are

| two of these springs, which are placed side by
side, and both of them unite in forcing the
block downward. Loosely attached to thetfront
edge of the block is the rod H, which, when
the bloek is raised upward, has its front end
to cateh under the small hook I upon the cross-
bar J, upon the front end of the frame. In or-
der to support this block and rod in a raised
position, there is suspended from the top por-
tion of the frame a supporting-hook, L, which
catches loosely under the rear end of the rod,
as shown, for the purpose of supporting Its
rearend and preventing the springs from fore-
ing the block downward until the trigger 18
operated. |

Pivoted upon the cross-bar J is the trigger
' N, which is made to bear against that end of
the rod which projects beyond the cross-bar
at its upper end, and which has its lower end
to bear againstthe rod C,connected to the front

upward by the mole, the triggeris turned upon
its pivot, so that its upper end is made to force
the outer end of the rod sidewise sufficiently
far to release it from the hook, when the rod
lies upward, and the block descends so as to
force the barbs into the mole beneath.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim-— |

The combination of the movablerod B, placed
in the bottom of the frame, and which 1s to be
operated by the passage of the mole under the
trap, the rod C, which is operated by one end
of the rod B, and the trigger which is placed
upon the frame and operated by the upper end
of the rod O, with the spring-actuated block
E, provided with prongs, the rod H, which 1s

which is made to engage with the trigger at
the other, and the rod L, which is supported

tially as shown and deseribed.

presence of two witnesses.
JOHN REEDIER.

Witnesses:
H. H. McCLURESON,
JNO. A. RICHARDSON.

loosely connected to the block at one end, and

by the top of the machine, and which forms a
support for the rod H, and block L, substan-
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end of the lever 3. When the lever B is forced
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In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein
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