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lo all whom it mai concern:

Be it known that I, AUSTIN LEYDEN, of
Atlanta, in the county of Fulton and State of
(eorgia, have invented a new and Improved

- 5 Bag-Fastener and Tag, of which the following
- 18 a full, clear, and exact description.
- My invention relates to bag-fasteners and
tags adapted especially for use on mail-bags
containing postal matter of the second class,
10 but applicable also to bags containing general
merchandise; and the invention has for itsob-
ject to provide simple, inexpensive, and effi-
cient devices of this character. |
The invention consists in certain novel fea-
tures of eonstruction and combination of parts
of the bag-fastener and tag and its arrange-
ment with the bag and its fastening-cord, all
~as hereinafter fully deseribed and claimed.
Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.
Figurel is a view of the mouth end of a bag
held closed by my improved fastener, which
18 shown in edge view. Ifig. 2 1s a rear face
view of the fastener. Fig. 3 18 a front view
thereof, showing the tag in the fastener.
4 1s a cross-sectional view taken on-the line
z, Fig. 1. Fig. 5 is a top or edge view of the
outer end part of the fastener, and Fig. 6 is an
elevation of the outer end of the fastener.
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The metal. face-plate A of the fastener 1s.

provided at one end with a loop or half-ring,
a, through which passes a staple or eye, B,
fixed, preferably, by means of a face-plate, b,
and rivets to the mail or other bag C near its
mouth. The bag is provided with a series of
- holes, through which a fastening-cord, D, is
laced in the usual manner, and when the lac-
ing-cord is drawn up tight, or rather when
the mouth of the bag is drawn together on the
cord, the cord is passed between a pair of lugs,
E B, cast on or fixed to the back face of the
fastener-plate A, and thence the cord is passed
over the concaved or hook-shaped ends of lugs
¥ T, also fixed to the back of the plate A, the
hooked ends of said lugs alternating at oppo-
site edges of the plate A, to .give a zigzag
course to the cord, as shown clearly in Fig. 2
of the drawings, to prevent slip of the cord,
or rather to hold the mouth of the bag closed
on.the interlaced cord. |
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‘placed, and the plate has a face-recess, a,

Kig.

| . After being passéd over the hook end of the

last or outermost lug, I, the cord D is drawn
into a slot, ¢, extending up into the side g’ of 55
an angle-plate, G, fixed to the main plate A.
This part ¢’ of plate G stands about at right
angles to the main plate A, and the part g" of
plate G projects inward over the plate A, and |

is preferably connected to the ontermosthook- 60

lag, F, thereby giving firm support to the an-
gle-plate. - o
To the plate A, and within the angle-plate
G, there is fixed a spring, preferably a plate-
spring, H, of U form, and .as the cord D 18 65
drawn over the last lug ¥ and up into theslot
g of the angle-plate, thespring elamps the cord
between itself and the lug F, or the part ¢g* of
the angle-plate, or both parts F ¢ and pre-
vents the cord D from slipping over the hook- 7¢

lugs F, or prevents the fastening from slip-

ping outward from the closed bag along the
cord. - | | o
The plate A is provided with a recess or
pocket, 4, in which a tag or label, I, will bfe. 75
through which the directions on the face of the
tag may be read, as will be understood from
Fig. 3 of the drawings. The tag shown is a
folded slip of paper having space on its inner £o
face for any particular instructions or data.
This tag, when used in the mail service to ac-
company mail-bags having my fastening and

containing postal matter of the second class,

will have written or printed on its inner face
the name or number of the mailclerk or agent
who has filled the bag; hence mistakes in mak-
ing up or sorting the mails may be charged
only to inefficient agents,and competent clerks
will receive the credit due them for a proper
performance of their duties; and by thusfixing
responsibility for errors on the persons mak-
ing them the efficieney of the postal service
will be promoted. When bags having my im-
proved fastenings are used for ordinary mer- g3
chandise, the tags. may contain special ship-
ping directions, or may beinvoices of the goods
put up in the bags. o - |
In a hollow box-like extension, «?, of the
plate A, at the back and outer end thereof, 1co
there is journaled transversely to the plate.a
shaft, J, one end of which is bent at a right
angle, as at j, outside of the box «*, which

9C

| thus protects the shaft, while affording bear:-
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slot g, and said lug ¢° is a re-enforece or brace
to the part 7 of shaft J, to prevent bending or
breaking of it by strain of the cord D on it

should the closed and fastened bag be handled -

by the cord. - |
To unfasten the bag, it is only necessary to
turn the shaft J, so its partj lies against the
- back of the plate A, asindicated in dotted lines
in Figs. 1and 2 of thedrawings,which willleave
the slot ¢ open, to allow the cord to be pulled
from it, and at the same time released from the
spring H and then unlaced from the hook-lugs
I, and the bag may then be opened. When
the shaft J is turned, as last desecribed, the lug
‘M will be turned back from behind the tag I;
~hence the fag may be removed without unfast-
ening the bag-cord D, and for substitution of
another tag having different directions, should
it be desirable or necessary to do so. When
the shaft J is turned to releasethe cord D, the
shaft will be held in the dotted position by the
action of thespring Lon the edge2 of the latch-
plate K, as will readily be understood. The
fastening-cord D passes through holes in the
hasp-plate b, where it enters the material of
the bag C; hence the cord has no tendency to

which the tightened bag-cord may be drawn,
a plate, G, having a slot, g, a shaft, J, having
a bent arm, 7, adapted to be turned across the

| slot g and lock the cord therein, a latch-plate,

K, on the shaft, and a spring, I, acting on the
plate K, substantially as described, and for the
purposes set forth. 7 .

5. The combination, in a bag-fastener and
tag, with a plate, A, having one or more hooks,
over which the tightened bag-cord may be
drawn, a plate, G, having 2 slot, g, and a latch-
bar, j, adapted to be turned across the slot to
confine the cord therein, of a lug, ¢° on plate
G, substantially as deseribed, and for the pur-
poses set forth. |

6. The combination, in a bag-fastener and
tag, of a plate, A, having a pocket to receive
a tag, and one or more hooks, over which the
tightened bag-cord may be drawn, a plate, G,
having a slot, g, to receive the cord, and a
shaft, J, journaled across the plate A, and hav-
ing an arm, j, adapted to be turned across the
cord-slot g, and said shaft also having a stud
or pin, M, crossing the tag-pocket, to confine
the tag therein when the shaft-arm 7 crosses
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65 tear the bag where the fastening is attached

the slot g, to confine the bag-cord therein, sub-
to it.

stantially as described, and for the purposes
set forth. ' )

The plate A of the fastening may be made 1
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7. The combination, in a .bag-fastener and
tag, of a plate, A, having a pocket adapted to
receive a tag, a shaft, J, having a stud, M,

- adapted to be turned across the tag-pocket,

10

and a spring device holding the shaft and stud
in position, substantially as described, and for
the purposes set forth. | |
8. A bag-fastenerand tag comprising a plate,
A, adapted for attachment to a bag, and pro-

vided with a tag-holding pocket and a series

of cord-receiving hooks, E F, an angle-plate,
G, secured to plate A, and having a slot, g, a

cord, D, laced through the bag and through |

or over the hooks E F, and entered into the
slot ¢ of the plate G, aspring, H, clamping the
cord when it is in said slot, a shaft, J, having
a bent arm, j, adapted to be turned across the
cord-slot, a pin, M, on the shaft J,a lateh-
plate, X, on the shaft J, and a spring, 1, held
to the plate A and bearing on the plate K, all
substantially as desecribed, and for the pur-

poses set forth. - |
| AUSTIN LEYDEN.
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Witnesses:
E. B. HOOK,
J. C. REYNOLDS.
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