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To all whom it maiy CoOncerm:
Be it known that I, WILLIAM HAWN, a citi-

zen of the United States, residing at Knoxville,

in the county of Knox and State of Tennessee,
have invented certainnew and useful Improve-
ments in Mail-Bags; and 1 do hereby declare
that the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
seription of the same, reference being had to
the annexed drawings, making a part of this
specification, and to the letters and figures of
reference marked thereon.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a perspective
view of the open end of a mail-bag, showing
my invention applied thereto; and Fig. 2, a
detail view showing the mouth of the bag
closed and in section and the bolts in relative
position with the cam-actuating device pre-
paratory to being operated upon thereby.

The object of the presentinvention is to pro-
vide a simple and effective means for securely
locking closed the mouth or open end of mail-
bags; and it consists in two spring-bolts and
a cam-actuating device to force the bolts in
engagement with thelr respective keepers, sub-
stantially as shown in the drawings and here-
inafter described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, A repre-

sents amail-bag of any desirable formand con-
struction, but preferably of that class re-en-

forced at its mouth or open end by sections B

C, thelatterhaving inwardly-extending flanges

elosed such construction of bag being fully
covered in my patent of June 13, 1882 N 0.
259,309.

" To the inner sides of thebag A are su1tab1v
attached casings D, in which are contained

and work bolts K F having coiled around |

their shanks spiral sprmﬂ*s b of the required
strength to forcethe bolts back out of engage-

ment with the keepers & when released by the

cam-actuating device, one end of the spring

bearing against the plate ¢ of the casing D,

- and the (:-ppemte end of the spring beermg
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against the head d on the bolt, as shown in
Pig. 2.

A rubber or other suitable spring may be
substituted for the spiral spring shown, and

Llink of the padlock to fasten them togebher |

SO long as a spring-bolt is pr 0V1ded—t}iat 1sto
say, a bolt that is automatically released from:
‘engagement with its keeper by the action of a

spring.
The cam-actuating device consists: of two
circular disks, H I, operating, respectively,

the bolts E F by then periphery coming in

contact with the inner ends thereof.

To the disks H 1 1s eccentrically connected
the shank e of a staple, K,which has iis bear-
ing in one of the re-enforce sections C, and is
prevented from turning completely around
upon its axis by a stop-plate, f, upon the end
of the shank, and a check-pin, g, with which
the plate comes in contact, the latter project-

tion.

Any preferred and well-known means may
be employed for preventing the shank of the
staple from turning ormaking a complete rev-

principle and purpose of the invention, the
main feature thereof being in the cam-actuat-
ing device for operating the spring-bolts.

In closing and locking the bag the re-en-
force sections B C are brought together, as
shown in Fig. 2, and by turnicg the staple K
over on line with the perforated plate L, so
that the openings in both staple and plate wﬂl

ing from the outer side of ‘the re- enforee 8ec- 6

olution -upon its axis without affecting the
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register, the cam-disks H I operate against -

the bolts E I, respectively, which force them
outward in enﬂ&ﬂement with the keepers G,
thus securely. loel«rmﬂ* the mouth of the baﬂ'

closed, the staple K cmd plate Lireceiving the |

When the staple K is turned back in position
as shown in Fig. 2, the pressure of the cam-
disks H 1 1s released from the bolts, and the

springs b forece them back out of engagement
with the keepers, allowing the staple to be

drawn through the slot 2 and the bag opened.

Having now fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 18—

1. In a fastenmﬂ* for mail- ban*s the combi-
nation, with two spring-bolts, of a cam -actu-
ating device for operating them, consisting of
two circular disks eecentrmally eonnected to

any form of casing and bolt may be employed, | a shank on different vertical planes and with
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“relation to each other, substantiall y as shown |
-~ and described.
- 2, Ina f“lSLemnﬂ* for mall- baﬂ’s the combi-

nation, with spring-bolts, of a cam-actuating |
; -devlce consisting of two disks eecentumlly -
- connected to the s,hfmk of a staple and simul- |

B taneously operating on the bolts, substantially

~asand for the purpose descubed

~In testimony that I claim the above I have

“hereunto subscllbed my name in the presence 1o

of two mtnesses . o
o ~ WILLIAM HAWN.

Tq.‘ihtnesses |
0. H. P. Roeun
- JOHN W. VVARD
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