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(No model.)

To all whom it Tl COTLCETTY !

Be it known that I, JouN T. McLAUGHLIN,
a citizen of the United States, residing in Gh1
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi-
nois, have invénted a new and useful Improve-
ment in Covered Delivery-Wagons, of “th]l
the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
covered wagon - bodies, commonly used {for
delivering groceries and other merchandise.
Delivery-wagons have heretofore usually been
made with open rear ends closed by a canvas
curtain, which when notin use is tied or buck-
led up in a roll, much the same as a buggy-
curtain. These cloth or canvas curtains are
not veryconvenient to handle, especially when
wet; but the principal objection to their prac-

tical use 1 delivery-wagons arises from the

fact that they afford no adequate security or
protecticn to the contents of the wagon, espe-
clally against depredation. Delivery-wagons

used for carrying more valuable parcels—as,

forexample,those used by express companies—
have for these reasons generally been provided
with hinged doors,so that they may besecurely
closed. Great diff culty, however, is experi-
enced in the use of hinged doors on delivery-
wagons, owing to the peculim liability of their
bemﬂ* broken from their hinges on such wag-

ons, and in addition to this, it frequently h&p |

pens that the wagon 1s backed up In such po-

sition against a step wall, or building that !

these hinged doors cannot be conveniently

opened or closed and when hinged doors are

employed their Sa.fety requires “that they al-
ways be kept closed when the wagon is in mo-

- tion, which is often a matter of great incon-
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~end posts or frame-pieces of the cover; and it | a

venience, as sometimes it is desirable to allow
part of the load to project more or lessoutside
at the rear of the wagon.

It is the object of my invention to prov idea

covered body for delivery-wagons of a simple,
durable, and cheap eonstruetion, which may
be easily and quickly opened and closed, which
when closed will be secure, and which may he
used either closed or with an open rear end.
To this end my invention consists, in con-
nection with a delivery-wagon body and its
cover, of a vertically-sliding flexible wood-slat
door in the rear end of S&ld wagon body and
cover, mounted in guide-grooves on the rear

| B,

‘and B its top or ',cover.

I and consists of wood slats secured by na;ils',,

I also consists in the novel devices and novel

combinations of devices herein shown and de-
seribed, and more particularly pomted 01113 in
the G]ihlm:: |

In the accompanying drawings, which form
a part of this specification, and in which simi-
Jar letters of reference indicate like parts,
Figure 1 is a central longitudinal section of €o
a delwery wagon embodymcr my invention. -
2 is a rear end view of the same. Fig. 3
1S a section online 3 3 of Fig. 1.  Fig. 4 :iS an
enlarged detail section on line 4 4 of Fig. 2.
Figs. 5 and 6 are detail views showing the de- 6 5
vice for holding the ver blmlly-slldmu* flexible
wood-slat door 1n different positions, and Fig.
7 is a section on line 7 7 of Fig. 4.

In said drawings, A represents the body of
a delivery-wagon; A’, its hinged tail-board,
Therear end Upright
posts or frame-pieces, B', of this cover are rab-
beted or provided with offsets b and strips &,
preferably of iron, secured to the outer faces
of said posts by screws or otherwise, thus
forming guideways or grooves b* for the ver-
tically- shdmﬂ* flexible wood-slat door C. The
flexible door Cis of the ordinar y construction,
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screws, or otherwise to a sheet of drilling or 8o
canvas, C. This door is providedwith a heavy
base-sla* ¢, to carry the locking and holdmg
devices ¢ e |

D is a roller near the top of the posts B,
over which the flexible door O tur ns when it
is raised or pushed up.

I& E are horizontal supports or guides se-

| cured to the upright frame-pieces B’ of the

cover on the inside thereof and on a line with
the roller D, to support and receive the flexi-
ble door C when the same is raised. Theroller
D 1s journaled or supported at each end in
suitablé holes in the frame-pieces B’ B’ and B
E,at the corner thereof, and a small roller, D,
1s located over the roller D, to guide and turn
the flexible door. The lochmﬂ* device ¢’ 18 a
simple spring mtch or hook admpted to engage
a pin or staple, ¢, in the tail-board A, near

go

the top edge thereof. |

Any ordinar y form of lock may be used lf 100
desired. |
. The holding device ¢ conSlsts of a cam or
catch pivoted to the base-slat ¢’ near its end, in
suitable recess therein, the curved face of
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_whicil bears against the face of the post B, | secured thereto, and vertically-sliding flexible

5 K18 the seat, and H and H’ are vertically- 2. The combination, with a delivery-wagon
sliding wood-slat side protectors mounted in | body, A, having hinged tail-board A’, of its
grooves / v, formed on the front posts, B? by | cover B and cover-frame posts B’, provided 6o
rabbets 2* therein and metal strips 4°, secured | with rabbets or offsets b and strips ¥/, secured
thereto. These guide-groovesh and /' extend | thereto, and vertically-sliding flexible wood-

10 under the top or roof partof the coverand over- | slat door C, having its base-slat ¢ provided
lap each other, asshown in Fig. 3, to giveroom | with a catch or locking device, ¢*, and a
for the twoside protectors. The gnideshand | holding device, ¢*, substantially as specified. 6 5

k" in the curved horizontal part B® of the 3. The combination, with a delivery-wagon
frame-pieces of the cover are best formed by | body, A, of its cover B and cover-frame posts
""" 15 cutting grooves or channels therein. The | or pieces B/, and a vertically-sliding flexible
side protectors, II and H’, are provided with | wood-slat rear end door, C, mounted in grooves
~handles or lips 4%, for raising and lowering the | or guideways »* on said posts B, roller D, 7o
same, and they may, if desired, be furnished | and horizontal guides or supports E, secured
with catches and holding devices similar to | to the uprights B, substantially as specified.

20 those shown in the door C. | | 4, The combination, with a delivery-wagon

1f desired, also, a vertical sliding flexible | body, A, of its cover B and cover-frame posts

front end protector similar to the one Catthe | or pieces B/, and a vertically-sliding flexible 75
~rear may be provided just back of the seat F. | wood-slatrear end door, C, mounted in grooves
I hereby disclaim as not being of my in- | or guideways 0® onsaid posts B, rollers D and

25 vention the devices shown and deseribed in | D', and horizontal guides or supports E, se-
Letters Patent No. 166,114, to Knight and Rip- | cured to the uprights B/, substantiall y as Speci-
ple, of July 27, 1875; No. 230,328, to Chandler, | fied. - 8¢
of July 20, 1880, and No. 279,047, to Tucker, 5. The combination, with a delivery-wagon
of June 5, 1883. T also hereby disclaim the | body, A, of its cover B and uprights B’ and B?,

30 device shown and described in Letters Pat- | a vertically-sliding flexible wood-slat rear end
ent No. 300,089, to Korizek, of June 10, 1884. | door, C, mounted in grooves or guideways »* -

I donot herein claim flexible wood-slat fab- | on the rear uprights, B, rollers D and D', hori- &5
ric per se, as I am aware that it has been used | zontal guides or supports B, secured to said up-
1n desks, street-cars, and other places; nor do | rights B’, and vertically-sliding flexible wood-

35 1 herein claim any new or particular form of | slatside protectors, Hand H’,mountedin guide-

- lock or fastening device. My invention con- | grooves Aand?# insaid uprights B% said guide-
sists in a new covered delivery-wagon, the ob- | grooves extending along the horizontal part go -
ject being to providea covered delivery-wagon | B® of said frame-pieces B* and overlapping

- which may be as secdrely and rigidly closed as | each other, substantially as shown and de-

40 1f it were provided with the ordinary solid | seribed. |
hinged door heretofore in use, and which at 6. The combination, with a delivery-wagon
the same time will have none of the disad- | body, A, of its cover B and uprights B, having g5
vantages of such hinged door, but may be as | rabbets b and strips 3 secured thereto, roller
conveniently opened and closed as the ordi- | D, guides or supports If, and vertically-sliding

45 nary cloth or leather rolled curtain, and be | flexible wood-slat door C, having a holding de-
equally adapted to be left only partially closed | vice, ¢, consisting of a cam or curved catch
when 1t 1s desired that part of the load should | pivoted to. the base-slat of said door, and 100
project out of the rear end of the wagon. adapted to bear against the face of one of the

I elaim— | uprights, B', substantially as specified.

50 1. The combination, with a delivery-wagon JOHN T. McLAUGHLIN.
body, A, having hinged tail-board A’, of its Witnesses: ) |
cover B and cover-frame posts or pieces B/, H. M. MUNDAY,-

and thus holds the sliding door in any desired

position. The base-slat ¢ of the door rests
directly upon the tail-board A’. |

provided with rabbets or offsets b and strips ¥/,

e

wood-slat door C, having its base-slat ¢ pro-
vided with a catch or locking device, ¢%, sub-
stantially as specified. |

EDMUND ADCOCK.
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