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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, ALEXANDER SAMUEL
GREENWOOD, of Toronto, Ontario, Canada,
have invented a new and useful Improvement
in Convertible Wire Baskets, (for which I have
obtained a patent in Canada, No 19,452, dated
May 29, 1884, ) of which the follemng is a speci-
fication.

My invention consmts in a convertible wire
basket, which will be hereinafter fu]ly de-
SGI’lbed and claimed.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figurel isatop planview of myimproved con-
vertible wire basket. Iig. 2 is a perspective
view showing the basket arrangedasa hanging
basket. Flg 3 shows it converted into a
4 ehows
1t arranged as a stand for eut flowers. Fig. b
shows it arranged as a stand for cake or fer
supporting alamp, sad-iron, &e. Fig. 6shows
the wire basket arranged asan &dj ustable sup-
port for a lamp-shade; and Figs. 7 and 8illus-
trate other forms into which the baskes may
be readily converted, and which will be here-
inafter described.

The same letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures.

Referrmg to the several parts by letter, A
represents a ring or circle of wire of suitable

diameter, which forms the base-ring of myim-

proved convertlble wire basket,and which may
be braced in shape by two or more CIOSS- bars
B B, of wire or other suitable material. These
cross-wires are notabsolutely necessary to hold
the base-ring in shape; but they serve the
double purpose of bracing the base-ring in its
circular form and forming a bottom to the
basket to stand a fiower-pot, &e., on.

C represents the side or main loops, which
may be bent into the form shown in the draw-
ings, orany modification thereof,and which are
hinged on the base-ring separately by having
both of their ends bent around it, as shown,
and clinched into an eye, C, so as to prevent

them from slipping off of the supporting base-
In the drawings I have shown nine of |

ring.
these side loops; but their number may be va-
ried at will. The said loopsare hinged on the

base-ring overlapping one another, as shown, -

s0 that oneloop cannot be moved without mov-
ing all of the loops, thus always insuring the

~ perfect circular form or curvature of the sides

| of the basket into whatever form 1t may be con-
verted.

D D’ represent the series of small loops or
base-loops, which are hinged and arranged on
the base-ring in precisely the same manner as
the side loops, one set or series, D', of the said
base-loops being normally below and the other
series,D,above the base-ring, asshown. These
small bdse loops may be formed in the shape
of a segment of a circle, as illustr ated in full
lines in the drawings, or may be formed in va-

rious othershapesandstill operatefreely. One-

row or series may he madesemicircular and the
other pointed,as shownin dotted linesin Fig. 3.
- The side loops moving on their hinged ends

‘may all be pressed upward, inward, outward,

or downward, so as to be dltered from 2 ﬂ‘lobe
shape, as in F}g 7,t0 a bell form, as in Flg 8,

with all the 1ntermedmte shepes and IOI‘IIIS |

Three or more long supporting-wires, F, may
have their lower ends bent and chnehed into
eyes I, around intersecting points of the side
loops, these supporting - wires enabling the
basket to be hung as a hanging basket, while
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the pressure of the eyes helps to retain the

basket In whatever positionit may be adjusted.
When the banging wires are removed, the
basket may be used as a flower-pot stand for
the table, as illustrated in Fig. 3, by pressing
the side loops either up or dow n, S0 as to form
either a globeor bell shape, the basketlestmg
on either of the rows of base- -rings which hap-

pen to be on the bottom, being pressed down
at right angles to the base ring toform a rigid
support for the basket; or the baskeb may rest;
directly on 1ts bottom with the base-rings out-

spread to form a flat base. Again, the bottom
row of base-ringsmay be placed at rlght angles
to the buse-ring and the side loops pressed

‘down until their points touch the table, thetop

90

row of base-loops being closed in to form akind - '

of net-work, as shown in Fig. 4 of the draw-
Ings, so that cut flowers may “be placed in the
Interstices with their stalks projecting through
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the bottom, and may thus be arranged in a

oraceful manner. A small dish of Weter may

be placed on the table and the basketso placed
over it as to allow the stems of the flowers to
rest in the water without Wetbmg the basket,
and when the water requires changing it mey
be done without disturbing the flowers by lift-
ing up the basket and the flowers with it, thus
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leaving the dish of water free to be removed B ring or circle and a plar ahtyof series of loops

and filled with fresh water and replaced. The
~advantage of this arrangement is obvious, as
flowers will retain their fr-eshn'ess and bloom
5 for a long time, if not handled. Again, take
out the flowers and press down the top row of
small loops until they rest upon the cross-bars,
as shown 1n Fig. 5, when the basket will form

a neab, strong, and graceful stand for cake, or

o for supporting a hmp, sad-iron, &e. By tak-

1ng out the cross-bars both rows of the base-

" loops can be closed around the olass chimney |

of any lamp, as shown in Fig. 6, so as to fitany
~ size chimney, and by placmw a Japauese paper

15 shade over the side loops a neat lamp-shade is

formed, which may be opened or closed so-as

- to throw the light down on the table or diffuse

~ 1t around the room, as desired. Again, the
- basket may be manipulated to form a card-re-
20 celver, fruit-basket, bread-tray, cake-basket,

and may be placed in many other shqpes to
suit various uses and fancies.

By making the eyes on the ends of the sev-
‘eral loops larger or smaller, so as to fit loosely
or tightly around the base-ring, the basket
- may be made to work very freelv 01‘ very stiffly.
‘'The base-loops are small enough to close and
pass entirely through the base-ring when the
cross-bars are removed, so that both rows may
‘be together either on top or on the bottom of
the base- ring.

- Having thus described my iavention, what

| ILclaim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent
35 18—

1. A convertible wire article comprising a
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and, if lined, will form a ladies’ work-basket,

hinged to said ring, the loops of each series be-
ing adjustable independently of the loops of
the other series, substantially as set forth.

- 2. The combination, with the base-ring, of

40

the cross-bars, and the side loops hinged upon
~and around the said ring, as set forth.

3. The combination, with the base-ring, of -
the double row of base: -loops, hinged, as de- 45
scribed, upon and around the ba'se rmg, sub-
stantially as set forth.

- 4. The combination, with the base-ring, of

“the side loops hinged upon and around thesaid -

ring, and the double row of base-loops hinged, 50
as described, upon and around the base-ring,
Substantially as set forth.

. The combination, with the base ring, of
the cross-bars, the side loops hinged upon and

around the said ring, and the double row of 5t

base - loops hinged, as described, upon and -
around the base-ring, Subsbantlally as and for
the purpose set forth.

6. The combination, with the base-ring, the
double row of base-lﬁopﬁ,-and the side loops, of 6¢
the suspension-wires, arranged as deseribed. o

7. Ina-convertible wirearticle,the combina-
tion, with a base-ring or cirele, of a series of
loops hinged independently to said ring and

Interlocked, as deseribed, whereby the relation 65

of said loops will be preserved in the different
positions thereof, substantially as set forth.

ALEXANDER SAMUEL GREENWOOD.

Witnesses:
AL J. Burr,
J. C. BURT.
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