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To all whom Tt maly conceri:

Be it known that we, WILLIAM N. BEARDS-
LEY, a citizen of the United States, and a resi-
dent of Bridgeport, in the county of Fairfield
and State of Connecticut, and LOUIS KELLER,
a citizen of the United States, and resident of
New York city, county and State of New York,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Shot and Powder Measures, of
which the following is a specification.

Our invention relates to an improvementin
shot and powder measures used for loading
cartridges; and it consists in an inexpensive

method of constructing the measure and 1n So |

arranging the parts that when it is employed
to its fullest capacity its length 18 not greater
than when used at its smallest capacity. |

In the accompanying drawings the same ret-
erence-letters indicate the same parts in all
the figures. | S |

Figure 1 illustrates a side plan view of the
measure. Iig. 2illustrates alongitudinal ver-
tical section, the cup having been slid up one
or two notches on the gage. Fig. 31illustrates
a vertical sectional view of the measure taken
at right angles to the handle. ' --

A is the handle. Ibtis made of anysuitable
material, usually wood.

- B is a socket rigidly attached to the exter-
nal tube of the measure, which receives and
holds the end of the handle. o

C is the external tube of the measure. 118
provided with a gage, D, consisting of a cen-
tral slot through the external tube and notches
in the sides thereof, as usual in such 1mple-
ments. It is open at top and bottom.

E is a cup-shaped part, which fits snugly
within the external tube, C,but is of such size
relative to it as to slide easily therein.

F is a small disk, of wood or other equivas-
lent material, securely fastened inthe bottom
of the cup I, into which the shank G of a
thumb piece or button, H, is driven, a hole
being made through the wall of the cup K to
allow it to pass. This shank also passes

through the slot of the gage D and projects |

sufficiently beyond the side of the external

| isimmediately under the button H to bemoved

into the notches of the gage, to adjust and hold 350
the cup in its varying positions, as needful to -
increase or diminish the capacity of the meas-
are, as usnal in such structures. Thus the
button H and its shank G perform two func-
tions, that of a handle or thumb-piece to en- 55
able the cup to be readily moved longitudi-
nally of the external tube and rotated therein,

' and also as a stop, which engages with the -
notches in the gage D to hold the cup in its

desired place when its relation to the external 6c
tube has been determined. |
I is a disk, of metal, which is placed on the

‘top of the wooden disk F, and is held firmly

in place by means of the frietion of its edges
against the inside of the cup K, or by slight 65
prick-point indentations, (shown at K, ) made
in the walls of the cup from outside inwardly
jast above the metallic disk. It may, how-
ever, be fastened in any other suitable manner.
We prefer to use: the wooden disk and the 7o
metallicdisk on top thereof, because whenthus
constructed the device is cheap in manufacture
and very durable; but the shank ofthe thumb-
piece may be riveted or soldered or otherwise
fastened to the cup E, if preferred, and the disk »5
F may be used as a means to hold the shank
of the thumb-piece without the metallic disk
on top of it. In such:case the prick-point in-

| dentations may be made in the walls of the

cup into the edge of the disk F, or immedI- 8o
ately above it, or it may be held in place In
any other suitable manner.

We do not limit ourselves to the details of
construction shown, since they may be some-
what departed from and still our invention be 8x
employed. | |

Having described our invention,we claim--

1. The combination, in a shot and powder ’
measure, of an external tube, C, provided with
a slotted gage, D, having laterally-extending go
notches, an inner movable cup, K, provided
with a thumb-button, H, the shank whereof
passes through the slot of the gage D and en-
ters a disk of wood or like material placed in
the bottom of the cup I, substantially as and 35

tube,C, to allow the portion of theshank which i for the purposes set forth.
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2. The described improvement inthe manu- | field and State of Connecticut, this 31st day of
facture of shot and powder measures, consist- | March, A. D. 1886. | | |
Ing in an external measure-tube, C, provided WM. N. BEARDSLEY. .
with a slotted gage, D, theinner cup, E, pro- LOUIS KELLER.

5 vided with a disk of wood or like material | Witnesses as to signature of Wm. N. Beards-
placed in the bottom thereof, and a thumb- | ley: . ~

button operated from the outside of the meas- A. D. MouLTON,

ure, attached to the inner cup by means of a Davip F. CrorUT. | |

shank or tang driven into the said disk, sub- Witnesses as to signature of Louis Keller:
to stantially as and for the purposes set forth. JOHN H. IVES,

Signed at Bridgeport, in the county of Fair- | . WALTER H.CRITTENDEN.
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