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To all whom it may concerw:

Be 1t known that I, JoEN Q. HESS, a citi-
zen of the United Sta.tes residing at Emmitts-
burg, in the county of Fredemck and State of

provement in Thill-Couplings, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

‘My invention relates to improvements in
thill-couplings; -and it consists of the peculiar
and novel details‘of construction and adapta-
tion of parts for service, substantially as here-
Inafter fully described, and specifically pomted
out in the claim.

Heretofore in the construction of thill-coup-
lIings it has been the common practice to pro-
vide the clip with draw-irons adapted to re-
ceive the thill-irons and secured to the same
by means of a bolt, and when it is desired to

» detach the thills or shafts from the vehicle it
20 18 necessary to withdraw the connecting-bolt.

This 18 objectionable for the reason that the
bolt oftentimes becomes rusty and Wlll not
permit of its easy removal.
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1t 1s the object of my 1nvent1011 to pI‘OVlde

a device adapted to be secured to the draw-
. irons of an ordinary thill-coupling, said de-
vice recelving the shafts and allowing them to
be removed at will and in a moment’s time,
and also which will retain the thills in plaee
and prevent rattling of .the parts.

A further object is the provision of an at-
tachment to attain these ends which will be
very simple, strong, and durable in construe-
tion and very cheap to manufacture.

In the accompanying drawings, which illus-
trate an attachment constructed in accord-
ance with and embodying my invention, Fig-
ure 1 is a side view of my device secured in
position. - Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectlonal
view of the same.

Referring to the dra;wmgs by letter, A des-
ignates the axle, C the clip-plate, and D the
draw -irons, promded with the usual aligned
openings. These parts are of the ordinary
well-known construction.

E designates the thill-eye, which is received
between the draw-irons D and secured therein

by means of the connecting-bolt F, said thill-
eye being formed integral with a hook or
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Maryland, have inverited anew and useful Im-

|

vide a key or wedge, K, adapted to be driven

“bar.

| end opposite the eye E with the overlapplng

Ip g.
H designates the thills or shafts, to the un-

der side of which aresecured the thill-irons 1.

Thesaid thill-irons I are formed at thelr outer 55

end with an enla,rgement or head, J, having
an opening or recess. - This enlarwement or

~head J 18 *adapted to receive the hook-shaped-

end of the draw-bar G. When the recessed
head J is fitted in position to the draw-bar G,
a-space or opening 18 left between the. open
head and the draw-bar, and to ¢lose this open-
1ng and prevent rattling of the- parts'l pro-
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into the opening, and by reason of its wedge -
shape securely to hold the head J to the draw-
The. said head is prevented from up-
ward movement by the inwardly-extending or

overlapping lip ¢ of the draw-bar G, as will
‘be readily understood.

A per foratlon is pro- 70
vided at the lower end of the key or wedge

K, to.receive one end of a strap, L, which is

Secured at I to the shaft or thlll and which
serves to hold the wedge from moving upward. .

From the foregoing description, taken in 7g
connection with the drawings, the advantages
of my invention will be readily understood,

as the attachment can be employed in con- -
nection with the ordinary thill-coupling and
1 permit the shafts to be detached from the ve- 8o .

hicle, when so desired, in a very short time, as
it is only necessary to remove the key or wedge

and lift the open-head thill-iron off the hook-

shaped draw-iron. .
It will also be observed that I provide an 83
attachment which is neat in appearance, is not
likely to become broken or work loose by the
strain to which 1t is subjected, and that it is
thoroughly efficient for the purposes intended.
By baving the strap L: connected to the
thills or shatts there is no dangerof the lock-
ing means for bhe key or wedge becoming mis-
placed, which is a great improvement over a
split key or pin, since they are liable to drop

| out, and when taken out are often mlsplaced 05

accldentally
I claim— |
“An 1mproved attachment to thlll coup-

‘lings, the same consisting of the thill-eye E,

50 angular shaped draw-bar, G, prowded at the | to be fitted between the draw bars of an or- 100
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dinary eoupling, an integral hook or angular | thills or shafts and passed through an opening
shaped draw-bar, G, provided on the eye, an | in the wedge K, as set forth. ' .
overhanging lip, g, formed on the outer end.| In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
of the bar G, the thill-iron I, to be attached to | my own I have hereto affixed my signature 1n
s the shafts or thills, and provided with a head, | presence of two witnesses.
J, having an opening therein to allow the head L

. - .
to fit around the bar & beneath the lip g, a ) JOHN G. HIESS.
wedge; K, driven down through the opening | Witnesses: | -- -
of head J against the hook end of bar G, and BE. P. MCBRIDE,

1o the locking part or strap L, connected to the | ~  H. K. HANN.
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