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To all whom it may concermn: .

Be it known that I, HENRY P. FEISTER, of
the city and county of Philadelphia, andState
of Pennsylvania, have invented an Improve-
ment in Flexible Signs, of which the tollow-

ing is a specification.’ -

My invention has reference to flexible signs;
and it consists in certain improvements, all of
which is fully set forth in the followingspeci-
fication andshown in theaccompanyingdraw-
ings, which form part thereof. S

Heretofore flexible signs of the nature here-
inafter set forth have been made with certain
devices by which they may be caused to as-
sume convex shape or allowed to remain flaf.
In some instances thisresulthas been attained
by means of links secured at one end to the
sides of the sign and having their other ends
adapted to be coupled together. When un-
coupled, thesign is flat and inasuitable condi-
tion for shipment, but may be curved by con-

necting the links, in which case it is in condl-
Another method of causing the
sign to assume the curved conditlon has been

tion for use.

to use drawing or lacing cords, by which the
sign is hung and in which the weight of the
sign acts to maintain the curvature. These
constructions are more or less defective, for

while they enable the sign to be curved there

is no means of adjusting the amount of this
curvature—a feature of great iimnportance in a
sign of this class. | ’ S

In carrying out my invention I provide a

~ flexible sheetsign, with wires or cords attached
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at their extremities to the twosides of thesign,
and attach thesaid cords at their middle or in-

ner ends to a vertical rod or roller, which,

upon being turned, rolls up the said curving
cords or wires, causing thesign to assume the
curved or convex form. The roller may be

- Joeked in any suitable manner to prevent un-

~ winding of the said cords, and the upper part

45

thereof may be provided with an eye or ring

wherewith to support the sign.
The object of my invention is to provide &

suitable and effective means for curving the

sign to any degreedesired, whereby 1t inay be
conveniently attached to posts, pillars, cor-
ners, &c., and -have the best curvature for the

50 particular location and exhibition.

In the drawings, Figure

T

l

of the sign in condition for being hung, and
I'ig. 2 is a cross-section of same on-line z Z. |
A is the metallic sign-plate, npon the face of
which the sign is painted, printed, or other-
wise impressed. This plate A is formed of
sheet-iron or any suitable flexible material—
such, forinstance, as water-proof paper or card-
board. | | -
‘D aré wires or cords extending across the
back of the sign, preferably at two places
thereof, and are united to the sides of the sign
at d. - . | | | .
‘B is a tension rod or roller, throngh which
the tension wires or cords D pass by holes E,
and upon twisting or turning the said rod or
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rollers the wires or cords D become wound

thereon, as indicated in the drawings, causing
the two side edges of thesign-plate toapproach
each other, and inducing the said plate to as-
snme acurved form, as indicated in Fig. 2.. To
prevent the roller or rod B from unwinding, L
provide suitable locking devices, one form of
which is shown in solid lines and two other
forms of which are indicated in dotted lines.

70. |

75

F are U-shaped locking-wires, which pref- -

i erably pass through holes f in the roller orrod
B, and have theirendsbent so asto catchupon

the opposite sides of the cords or wires D, and
thereby lock the said roller from revolving.
As shown, these locks are two in number and
placed to act upon each of the wires or cords

1 D. In place of this form of lock a simple cord

‘or wire, G, may be used, one end of which 1s
attached to the sign above the tension cord or
wire D, and the other end of which is tied to
an eye, ¢, in the roller below the tension-cord,
as indicated in dotted lines; orin place of this
a cord or wire may be tied to the roller at top

| and bottom, so that any attempt thereon to.ro-

tate will cause the said locking cords or wires
to press against the cross or tension wires.

I do not limit myself to any particular form
of locking device, as. it may be modified in
various ways without departing from my in-

vention, the essential feature of which 1s a

vertical rolier or rod upon which to wind up
the tension cords or wires to induce thecurva-
ture of the sign. .'

The upper part of the rod or roller B is pref-
erably formed with an eye, G, wherebytohang
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1is arear elevation i the'sign. It is evident that if the said eye of
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- terial to my invention.

LO

~cured to the sign, and a roller or rod arranged

'S

~bands, or wires, whereby upon rotating the
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the roller be hooked over the sign-hook that |
~alone will act in a measure asa,lock In place

of making the tension cords or wires D extend
entirely across the back of the sign-plate, they-
may be made in sections and united to the rod
or roller in the center, the particular method
of their attachment to the roller being i 1mma-

Having now described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—

1. The combination, with a flexible sign, of
two or more tension cords bands, or wires se-

atthe back of thesign and secured tosaid cor ds,

roller or rod the cords, bands, or wires are
wound up and draw in the 51des of the sign,
causing it toassume a convex or curved for, m,
substantially as and for the purpose speclﬁed
2, The combination, with a flexible sign, of
two or more tension cords bands, or wires se-—
cured to the sign, a roller or rod arranwed at
the back of the sign and secured to sald cords,
bands, or wires, whereby upon rotating the
roller or rod the cords, bands, or wires are
wound up and draw in the Sldes of the sign,
causing it to assume a convex or curved form
and a suitable locking device to prevent the
roller or rod from unwmdmg after the sign |
has been curved, substantially as and for the

purpose SI)emﬁed

352,684

3. The combmatlon with a flexible SIgn of

two or more tension cords, bands, or wires se-
cured to thesign, a roller orrod pr0V1ded with

a supporting eye or loop and arranged at the
back of the sign and secured to said cords,
bands, or W1re whereby upon rotating the
roller or rod the cords, bands, or wires are
wound up and draw in the sides of the sign,
causing it to assume a convex or curved form

~substantially as and for the purpose speclﬁed

4. The combination, with a flexible sign, of
two or more tension eords, bands, or wires se-
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cured to the sign, a roller or rod prowded with 45

a supportmcr eye or ioop and arranged at the
back of the sign and secured to said cords,
bands, or wires, whereby upon rotating the
roller or rod the cords, bands, or wires are
wound up and draw in the sides of the sigm,
causing it to assume a convex or.curved for n,

-and a suitable locking device to prevent the |

roller or rod from unwmdmg after the sign has
been curved, substantially as and for the pur-
pose speelﬁed ‘

In testimony of which invention I hereunto
set my hand.

HENRY P. FEISTER.
Witnesses:

JAS. H. STEVENSON,
R. M. HUNTER.
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